7001 Coldwater Road 


AINes 
fnn State 


e: Columnist 
nn is back 
D111 


Barb Ahlersmeyer 
brings fresh approach 
rant columnists to Northr 
innich and Amanda Om9° AP 
oich Order Up; 

erra Bodie debuts 

end Alert 


Premiere pp14, 16 


ntuition: Columnist : 
Rachelle Reichert debuts 


Forum p1gm 


Northrop 
starts new 
aviation 
program 


The Anthis Career Center is 
starting a new aviation program for any 
NHS student who may be interested. 

The program is held at the Fort 
Wayne International Airport and will be 
available to one junior or senior per high 
school in Fort Wayne and surrounding 
areas. 

Students will learn mechanical 
aviation details and will earn an 
associate’s degree in power plant and 
airframe instruction from Ivy Tech Col- 
lege. 

Students also will have hands- 
on experience and learn from profes- 
sional teachers contracted from Pitts- 
burgh Institute of Aeronautics. 

The program lasts three hours a 
day during the school year and summer 
months. 

“We just hope that this program 
grows to be even something greater,” 
said Anthis area director Ron 
Franklickinger. 

For more information on this 
program, contact the Anthis Career Cen- 
ter at 467-1005, or Northrop’s guidance 
office. 


What's Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for 
readers to address issues affecting Northrop. 


Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include names and 
class. This includes letters wishing to be 


published anonymously. 
Submit all letters to Room D111. 


Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 


for length and appropriateness. 


What's Bruin? will not publish any material 


containing malicious, personal attacks. 
What's Bruin? is printed monthly by 
Fort Wayne Printing. 


Former German, 
Spanish clubs 
become new 
international club 


“All are welcome,” said spon- 
sor Jill Cross about the new international 
club. 

Some activities of the new in- 
ternational club will include bowling, 
movies, Christmas caroling, sampling 
international foods, making crafts and 
tobogganing. 

Foreign language teachers Kris 
Kallmeyer, Amalia Kline, and Cross 
organized the international club to re- 
place the former German and Spanish 
clubs. The sponsors’ goals are that the 
new club will encompass any student in- 
terested in any of NHS’ language 
courses, which include German, Span- 
ish, French, Latin and Chinese. 

A joining fee will be $2. Meet- 
ings and activities will be conducted 
monthly. See sponsors if interested. 


Bear Hugs walking 
for cancer 


Get ready to walk. On Sept. 17, 
Bear Hugs will be participating in the 
annual leukemia walk “Light the Night” 
in Headwaters Park. 

See Twyla Kendrick immedi- 
ately in Room E206 for more info. 


Key club 
kicks off 
Sept. activities 


Key club will kick off its year 
with several events. 

For example, club volunteers 
will be assisting at the annual Johnny 
Appleseed Festival at Johnny Appleseed 
Park, Sept. 21-22. 

Key club also will assist in Pea- 
nut Day at Scott’s during the last week 
of this month. Peanuts will be sold and 
all funds will be donated to Riley 
Children’s Hospital. 

For more key club info, see 
sponsor Andrew Shipe in Room A207. 


Mentors 
looking for 
student tutors 


Student mentors sponsor 
Shirley Johnson is currently looking for 
sophomore, junior and senior students 
interested in tutoring other NHS stu- 
dents. 

Interested students must have a 
3.0 GPA and good mental attitude. For 
more information, sign up with Johnson 
in the guidance office. 


amanda ostoich stephanie phillips jo minnich 
editor-in-chief ad manager chief photographer 
jo minnich cierra bodie james green 

news editor tim bradburn erin henderson 
kyle ellis tanya burgess kavita singh 
insight editor sarah leavell tiffany stufflebeam 
dave mann santanna ramsey aaron thomas 
sports editor telysha richardson photo team 
rachelle reichert reporters pete baney 
premiere editor stephanie phillips adviser 

alicia wireman brennon plotner barb ahlersmeyer 
forum editor eric snyder principal 


ariel case 
cover editor 


shelby vorndran 
Staff artists 


nS nn 


Ahlersmeyer takes over as new NHS principal 


amanda ostoich 


While on va- 
cation in sunny 
Florida this past sum- 
mer, Barb 
Ahlersmeyer  re- 
ceived a call. She 
was informed that 
former principal 
Timon Kendall was 
leaving Northrop and 
to her, a huge oppor- 
tunity opened. She 
got it. 

Ahlers- 
meyer now spends 
her time focused on 
taking Northrop to a 
new level as its new 
principal. 

“4 was 
shocked that he left,” 
said Ahlersmeyer 
about Kendall’s de- 
cision. 

Anlers - 
ever sfelt. she 
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to work 
as principal of a large high school. 

“T really want to listen to people. 
You have to be a visible person,” said 
Ahlersmeyer, who so far has been visit- 
ing Northrop classrooms frequently. 

She said she will try to improve 
Northrop by increasing staff develop- 
ment and raising student achievement, 
as she did at Geyer Middle School where 
she served as principal for seven years. 

Well known for her extensive 
staff training at Geyer, Ahlersmeyer re- 
formed Geyer and took it to a new level 


Barb Ahlersmeyer is Northrop’s new principal. Previously, she served as 
Geyer Middle School’s principal for seven years. She said she likes 
Northrop because of “the student body and enthusiasm.” 


of education. Crystal Thomas filled the 
Geyer position Ahlersmeyer left open. 

“When you get used to a cer- 
tain administrator, it takes a while to get 
acclimated,” said Geyer’s administrative 
assistant Maryanne Horn, who worked 
with Ahlersmeyer prior to Northrop. 

While Northrop is a change for 
Ahlersmeyer, she said she sees the po- 
tential and strengths. 

“What I like about Northrop is 
the student body and enthusiasm,” she 
said. 

Ahlersmeyer also encouraged 


students to ex- 
press their school 
pride. She thinks 
the school needs 
more, and has 
even been seen 
sporting a tailgate 
club T-shirt 
around the 
school. 

el ietreas not 
enough pride 
here. The student 
body needs to get 
a greater sense of 
Northrop,” she 
said. 

Starting with a 
Career, at East 
Allen Commu- 
nity Schools, she 
immediately 
made a name for 
herself, staying 
there for 22 years 
as a middle 
school social studies teacher. 

She then moved on to New Ha- 
ven High School as a Spanish teacher 
and guidance counselor. She has also has 
worked as school judge of East Allen 
schools and assistant principal of Vil- 
lage Woods Middle School. 

Her past endeavors have 
strengthened her as a leader and will 
hopefully contribute to Northrop as well. 

“T think she’s done a marvelous 
job. I’m looking forward to working 
with her these next few years,” said as- 
sistant principal Chuck DeFord. 
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There’s so much going on here that’s terrific, 

and sometimes we don't take the time to ap- 

preciate what We have. -NHS principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 
a 7, 


NHS welcomes eight more 


tanya burgess 


Business 
includes 
career 
planning, 
=a) keyboard- 
ing 5 ahd accounting. 


—business teacher 
Frankie Kovacs 


™ patience, 
.\") because 
its a 

very stressful day at 


times. 
-special education teacher 
jill Nottingham 


| have 
been 
teaching 
music 
for 16 


years an 33 years as 
a teacher in general. 


—choir teacher 
Jerry Anderson 


for 3 years, 
—assistant principal 
David West 


| was. born and raised in 
Honduras, 

Central 

America 

where | 

toke 2 

years Of 

college 

before 

coming to America 
where my credits trans- 
ferred from Honduras. 
-spanish teacher 

Amalia Kline 


(You've) 
got to 
want to 
teach..and 
De“ pre. 
nae for Pact 


—physical education 
teacher Peggy Williams 


Any type of 
schooling is good, 
college or mili- 


schools. 
4 College 
isn't for 
everyone, but 
some form of 
education is best. 


-industrial technology 
teacher Pete Zilinski 


| want 
to help 
students 
§ develop 
the 
Skills they will 


need to be active 
citizens in their 
community and in 
our society. 


-social studies teacher 
Christine Binns 
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Robinson steps up 


New superintendent Wendy Robinson climbs ladder to top FWCS spot 


jo minnich 


A superintendent never has 
hugged me. I’ve never even met one 
personally. 

New Fort Wayne Community 
School superintendent, Dr. Wendy 
Robinson, changed that for me. 

For her first year as FWCS su- 
perintendent, Robinson is looking for- 
ward most to getting into classrooms. 
She wants the challenge from FWCS 
students and teachers. 

cite Te- 
minds me of what 
I come to work 
for,” she said. 

Robinson 
is not a new face 
around FWCS: 
She grew up in the 
system. District 
positions held over 
the years include 
teacher, assistant 


principal, princi-% been spotted off 
pal, assistant and € many times | p, 
deputy superinten- = throughout the 
dent, and now the ~ day inandoutof | dent. 
Robinson talks to students 

top spot. ; - area schools. 

- : during a recent visit to : 

Growing She’s made at 


up in the system is 
the best training I 
could have. I’ve 
seen the district 
from all angles,” 
she said. 

For now, Robinson said she 
isn’t sure of what will come in terms of 
FWCS and future budget problems, but 
will merely prioritize if the obstacle 


inside. 


she said. 


NHS. Her main goal is to 


see FWCS from the 


“It reminds me of 
what | come to work for,” 


were to occur again. 

“When you don’t 
have money, it’s hard to see 
the tangible 
changes...positive changes 
will be in the attitudes,” she 
said. 

As for a personal 
goal Robinson said, 
“T have to realize I can’t get 
everything done right now. I 
have to learn to slow down 
to listen to people and their 
ideas.” 

She also 
said she needs 
more patience, 
but also must 
continue to push 
others to get 
tasks done. 

Robinson 1 iS 


least two appear- 
ances at Northrop already 
this year. 

“Northrop has the stu- 
dent body and the ability to 
be the top high school in the 
state. NHS needs to strive for high 
expectations...and not settle for the 
middle of the road,” she said. 

Robinson is also not settling for 


. Wendy Robinson begans the ‘03-’04 
school year as the new FWCS superinten- 


She has worked her way through the 
FWCS system from student to the top spot. 


the middle of the road. It seems as 
though she’s not merely doing the pa- 
perwork a superintendent is required to 
do, but is going far beyond that. 

“T plan on retiring from this job, 
so I'll be here for a while. But when the 
time comes, I want people to believe that 
students and teachers are better off when 
I leave than when I came here,” she said. 


Northrop has the student body and the ability to be the 
top high school in the state. -new FWCS superintendent Wendy Robinson 
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ariel case 
rachelle reichert 
stephanie phillips 


“My car stands out, and shows 
that I am loud and talk a lot,” said senior 
Kory Petrie, about himself and his sporty 
‘04 Acura Integra. 

Cars can tell a lot about a per- 
son and reflect their personality. They 
become an extension of ourselves, a mir- 
ror image. 

“A car is somewhat like clothes. 
It’s a personal statement, although some 
people don’t even care what statement 
they make,” said sophomore Megan 
Danalds. 

NHS students who drive add 
many things to their cars to describe their 
personality. 

“My car shows what I like by 
how I decorate it,” said senior Stephanie 
Fenstermaker. 

Others add things such as a CD 
players because music describes a cer- 
tain aspect of their personality. 

“T put in a CD player and a new 
stereo system because I like music,” ad- 
mitted senior Chris Hoffman. 

On amore humorous note, some 
said they could only afford an air fresh- 


Student lot: A day in the life, Sept. 2003 


48 NHS drivers have 


24 NHS drivers have 


84 NHS cars are 


598 Nus student 


38 NHS drivers have 


DRIVES 


you? 


28 NHS drivers have 


ener to hang in their cars. These Bruins 
said they’re waiting for more money. 

“I want to put a better stereo 
system in and give it a new paint job,” 
said junior Zach Morel, of his plans 
once the he gets the money. 

Personality is reflected too by 
how clean a car is kept. A neat and or- 
ganized car tends to be driven by a neat 
and organized person. 

Same tend to go for the clut- 
tered and unorganized car. It can even 
spread to other spaces humans inhabit. 

“If someone keeps their car 
messy, they usually have a messy room 
too,” added Petrie. 

Then” therecs” the ssizemot, 
someone’s car. It too can reveal 
someone’s personality. 

“People who are more conser- 
vative have smaller cars,” claimed 
Hoffman. 

Other Bruins admitted they are 
driving cars passed down from their 
family, or they are paying for it with 
their own money, therefore they didn’t 
feel they had a car that really fits their 
personality. 

“My parents bought my car,” 
said junior Joe Selby of his ‘97 Eclipse. 
But, he is fixing it up. 


on file 


A look at NHS’ 
student parking lot 
reveals just as much 
about the drivers as 
the cars themselves 


Auto accessory 
trends 


eVent guards for windows 


eSeat covers eRims 
eSteering wheel covers _ eIntakes 

eFog lights eBody graphics 
Spoilers Carbon Fiber 
eChrome mufflers products 


eUnderbody lights 


stands 
Out, 
and 
shows that 
| am loud 
and talk a 
lot. 


-senior Kory Petrie 


ot nsiht 


senior Kory Petrie 


m 1994 white Acura Integra 
m B16 V-Tech engine 

m Urethane Wings West 
body kit (front lip, side 
skirts, rear lip) 

w 17-inch racing hart CP7 
wheels 

a JDM red tail lights 

m Shaved side moldings 

m Type R spoiler 

m Stage 3 racing clutch 

@ Short shifter 

w Adjustable coil covers 
with KYB struts and shocks 
mw Greddy cat-back exhaust 


SeWwoOYU} UoJee 


senior David Phan 


g 2000 silver Honda Civic 

mw SOHC V-TEC engine 

w Greddy TD04 turbo charger 
= Ground control coil-overs 

w Gen. II Carbon Fiber tail lights 
mg GEM Carbon Fiber hood 

wg Urethane Tsunami T2000 front bumper 
mw Urethane Wings West side skirts Type I 
m Urethane Wings West add on back lip 

mw Greddy Piggy Back computer chip 


Senior David Phan’s 2000 Honda Civic is one of the sportier 
cars in the NHS student parking lot. /nset, Phan drives on. 


junior Joe Selby 


gw 1997 blue Mitsubishi Eclipse 
m Stock engine 

w Iceman cold air intake 

m | 1-piece wide body kit 

= Smoke tail lights 

w Projector lights in front 

w Flip-out 7 1/2 inch DVD screen 
mw Greddy exhaust 


German exchange student Kiessling returns to NHS 


tim bradburn 


“We also have to go outside 
school building for gym (which is held 


“T came here last year and liked 
it, so I decided to come back,” said Ger- 
man foreign exchange student 
Isabelle Kiessling. 

The junior is from Gera, 
Germany. She returned to America 
and Ft. Wayne on July 29. Her host 
family is 03 NHS grad Susan 
Benhower and her parents. 

“T have a nice host (fam- 
ily), and I do talk to my parents 
three to four times a week,” she 
said. 


in a separate building), she added. 


In fact, Kiessling finds 
many Americans, especially her 
Northrop friends, much more £ 
friendly. 

“We (German teens) don’t . 
have as close of friends as we do & 
here> 


ta sing 


avi 


Kiessling also talked of 
the differences among Germany 
and America. 

She said German schools are 
much smaller than Northrop. 


Freshmen 
quiz 


Alright freshmen: Test your 
knowledge of NHS and take our 
freshmen quiz. Then check the : 
bottom of the page to see how ‘Sp 


you did. 
1. Where is Room F100? 


2. Where is Northrop’s swimming 
pool? 

3. Does Northrop have a green- 
house? If yes, where? 

4. What year was Northrop opened? 
5. How many acres is NHS situated 
on? 
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German exchange student Isabelle Kiessling liked NHS 


so much last year, she returned for another year. 


Kiessling also talked about how 
handball is much more popular sport in 


Germany as a whole and at her German 
school, but not the American kind of 
handball that resembles tennis and rac- 
quetball. 


“(German) 
handball is nearly soc- 


cer and basketball com- 
bined,” she said. 
In this German 


game, players dribble a 
basketball-size ball 
down a court and to a 
soccer-like goal where a 
goalkeeper tries to 
knock it away. There 
also are separate hand- 
ball teams for boys and 
girls. 

They also have 
a soccer class. In the 
class, they study how to 
play soccer and the ba- 
sics of it. 

In her German 
school, Kiessling said lockers are not 
something every student gets. 

“Only some students have lock- 
ers. You have to pay for them,” she said. 

As far as school schedule, 
Kiessling said there are six and seven 
periods a day at her school, each about 
45 minutes long. 

“We have to take English and 
German language classes. We can also 
take French, Russian and Latin,” said 
Kiessling. 

And in most classrooms, she 
said students sit at tables for two rather 
than individual desks. 

Also of interest, Kiessling said 
German students have all their classes 
with the same people in one room. The 
teachers come to them, instead, each 
period. 

With vast differences in educa- 
tion, Kiessling will leave NHS a touch 
of Germany while taking back a sense 
of American education to her home 
country. 


iGHT 


sarah leavell 
telysha richardson 


Freshmen took a re- 
quired practice ISTEP test. 
In the late spring, junior are 
slated for a required Core 40 
test. In the meantime, sopho- 
mores continue to take their 
required ISTEP tests. 

This is the latest in 
a wave of Indiana standard- 
ized testing to hit home, right 
here at NHS. 

“T think it makes 
more sense for every grade 
to take ISTEP every year in- 
stead of every other year,” 
said new principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer. 

According to NHS 
administrators, the freshmen 
test is a much shortened 
practice version of the actual 
ISTEP that sophomores still 
take. 

Freshmen guidance 
counselor Dan Nolan said 
it’s still too early to tell if the 


ISTEP as 


Freshmen ISTEP practice new to NHS 
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| think it is a good 
idea for freshmen to 
take a pilot test 
because it would 
help them to take 


sophomores. 


-sophomore Jenny Sand 


practice test will be of help to this year’s 
freshmen as they continue in the future. 

“T think it is a good idea for 
freshmen to take a practice test, because 
it would help them to take ISTEP as 
sophomores,” said sophomore Jenny 
Sand. 

On the other hand, some Bru- 
ins felt it will accomplish nothing. 

“It would be a waste of time,” 
said sophomore Jamal Robinson. 

Regular ISTEP continues this 
week for sophomores, Sept.16-18, dur- 
ing first and second periods. 

Because of being administered 
in the fall, the three-day ISTEP is based 
on what is taught in ninth grade. Fur- 
thermore, one must pass it in order to 
graduate. 

“Every state should be required 
to take the test just like the SATs,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 

Then come spring, another new 
test will be required and given to all jun- 
iors, including those pursuing a Core 40 
curriculum. 

As of right now, the only thing 
verified about the Core 40 test is that it 
is to take place in the late spring, testing 
mainly English skills. 


stephanie phillips 


Standardized fests not just for sophomores; 
Core 40 also coming in spring for juniors 


| feel very 
proud to 
represent my 
school. 

We will look 
better on the 
charts in the 
state of 
Indiana. 


-freshman Matt Weingartner 


Gaines signs letter of intent to play at Penn State 


telysha richardson 


As a freshman, senior 
defensive and tight end Josh 
Gaines was a regular player 
on the varsity football team. 

Since that time, 
Gaines grew into a top recruit 
in the Midwest. Penn State, a 
Big Ten team, thought so too. 

Gaines now will be 
continuing his football career 
at Penn State after graduation. 
He has signed a letter of in- 
tent with the Nittany Lions, a 
top collegiate football pro- 
gram for years. In fact, Penn 
State’s coach, Joe Paterno, 
has won more college football 
games than any other coach-2 
ever. = 

Gaines, in the mean- © 
time, has been keeping his 
Bruin field stats high. So far 
this season, he had eight sacks 
in his first two games alone. 
With his combination of speed, size and 
strength, Gaines continues to be a force 
on the field. 

Here’s some insight from 
Gaines about his time at Northrop and 
his future at Penn State: 


How do you feel your time at NHS has 
improved your skill as an athlete? 
Northrop’s weightroom has really 
helped me. 


Do you think your are ready to face Big 
10 competition? No, not yet. I will be 
once I get there. More time in the 
weightroom and I will be ready. 


What will be the biggest difference(s) 
between high school and college foot- 
ball? Speed and size. 


How many offers did you get for a 
scholarship? Five. Penn State, Indiana, 
Purdue, Michigan State and Wisconsin. 


Sack attack: Senior defensive end and tight end Josh Gaines 
(inset) signed with Penn State to play football. 


My own 

goal would 

be leading the 
State in Sacks. 


-senior Josh Gaines 


Were people interested in you more as 
a defensive end or a tight end? Both. 
Penn State recruited me as a tight end, 
but I will only play defensive end. 


Did Penn State’s academics play an im- 
portant part in your decision? Well, they 
had four players graduate last year, so it 
will be a good environment for me. 


Penn State has had a lot of defensive 
players picked early for the NFL draft 
recently. Will those be big shoes to fill? 


They» picked 
two of the best 
linebackers and 
linemen, so 
they had to 
pick up tight 
ends and de- 
fensive ends. 
l'm the only 
one playing my 
position right 
now, 

-senior Josh Gaines 


Yes. Penn State always has players 
picked, so it is good for me. 


Do you think you could be next in line 
along the other great Penn State defen- 
sive ends? Oh, no doubt. Confidence is 
a key thing. 


You are going to be a part of a great re- 
cruiting class. Where do you see your- 
self fitting in among all those guys? 
They picked two of the best linebackers 
and linemen, so they had to pick up tight 
ends and defensive ends. I’m the only 
one playing my position right now. 


Do you think you will play much as a 
freshman? No. I won’t get much play- 
ing time. 


What’s one thing you haven’t accom- 
plished in high school that you want to 
do? For a team goal it would be a sec- 
tional title, and my own goal would be 
leading the state in sacks. 


prs 


Football team ready to win big 


In SAC football, anything can 
happen. Last season, Dwenger was sup- 
posed to have a normal, average season. 
They ended up class 4A state runners- 
up. 

People knew 
Concordia had some good 
players last year, but when 
they averaged close to 30 
points a game and made 
regionals, it was a surprise. 

The first games of the 
‘03 season only proved that 
every game matters in the 
SAC. The last time Elmhurst 
won a game, in fall of ‘96, 
Michael Jordan was in his first 
season of his first comeback 
with the Bulls. 

Then, in the first game of the 
season, Elmhurst proceeded to take out 
the No.1 ranked team in 4A, Dwenger, 
by a score of 28-23. 

Harding was relegated to class 
2A, and then won 55-45 over Snider, 
ranked second in 5A. 

Last year, a young Northrop 
team went 5-4, and improved through- 
out the season. 

Now this season, with a whole 
crew of three-year varsity starters, 
Northrop is destined to win its first SAC 
title since ‘77. 

Not to say there is no competi- 
tion, there are a lot of very good teams 
in the SAC. It just shows a lot when the 
Bruins shut out one of the best offenses 
around (Concordia). 

Which brings me to the jewel 
of the league, the Bruin defense. The 
team has had a young defense the last 
few years, which has developed into a 
tough, fast, and relentless unit. 

It starts with senior defensive 
end Josh Gaines up front. Yeah, the one 
who’ ll be tearing up Big 10 offensive 
lines in the near future. He had four 
sacks in the first game alone. 

Along with senior Antonio 


Time 


Spo 


Prime 


Dave Mann 


Beasley, juniors Jeremy Sanders and 
Matt Baumgartner, this line will break 
through a lot of offenses. 

Then there are the line- 
backers. It’s made of seniors 
Dave Mahlock and Micah 
Wade. It’s not that they get a lot 
of tackles, they make big plays 
and deliver even bigger hits. 

The defensive 
backfield is vastly improved 
from the past. Senior safety 
Charles Bailey can change a 
game. The rest of the backfield, 
juniors Mike Woods, Tyrone 
Lambert, and Doug Abels, are 
fast. Senior Chad Bienz makes 
big plays in the secondary. 

Bailey and senior Josh 
Terry lead a power running game that 
can pound teams into the ground. The 
offensive line is pretty young, but they 
are big. As long as they stay away from 
penalty problems, this crew 
will score some points. 

The passing game 
has improved as the season 
has progressed. Even in the 
loss to Snider, senior receiver 
Tyrus Walker stretched the 
field and was a big threat. 

One could look at the 
score of the Snider game (49- 
21) and say it was a total de- 
feat. But, we were not totally 
outplayed. If the two teams 
meet again, it could have a 
much different outcome. 

Yeah, Dwenger and 
Luers are good year after 
year. Harding looks explosive 
so far. Southside is very fast. 
And Snider beat us. But, the 
Bruins still may have the best 
all-around team. With Matt 
Stinson, a good coach who 
has experience in the play- 
offs, these Bruins are ready 
for big things to come. 


Top 


SAC defensive players 


1. Josh Gaines, senior, defensive 
end, Northrop 


2. Charles Bailey, senior, safety, 
Northrop 


3. Jason Egts, senior, safety, 
Luers 


4. Tyler Craven, junior, 
defensive end, Snider 


5. Joel Rodgers, senior, 
linebacker, Dwenger 


Hard-hitter: Senior defensive and running back 
Charles Bailey is one of the area’s top all-around 
players on both offense and defense. 


erin henderson _ 


Plotner nears NHS career finish line 


dave mann 


As a freshman, Brennon Plotner 
was a top varsity runner and one of the 
most promising runners Northrop had 
had in a while. 

Now he’s a senior and doing 
better than ever. He’s ranked no. 1 in 
the SAC, no. 14 in the state, and has fin- 
ished third in each of his first two meets 
this season. 

Aside from his personal cross- 
country stats, Plotner said he places 
more importance on his team. 


“My greatest accomplishment has 
been being a part of a team that worked hard 
to become third in the state (last season),” 
he said. 

He has run in the state cross-coun- 
try meet three years straight, named All-Area 
twice, and was a key member on a team that 
won the SAC every year of his career. And 
he’s still improving. 

“T’ve matured a lot. Not to say I was 
immature before, but I have realized there’s 
more to running than just running,” he said. 

Plotner said he looks forward to the 
rest of his NHS career and beyond. 


Senior cross-country standout 
Brennon Plotner is the leader of 


the NHS Big Orange Pack. 


Kingsbury 
stars intwo 
sports 


kyle ellis 


One athlete. One sea- 
son. Two sports. 

Senior soccer and 
cross-country athlete Erin 
Kingsbury does what few high 
school athletes dare to at- 
tempt: competing in two 


sports in a single season. 

“(The hardest part) 
is to keep from getting 
overwhelmed, and to find 
the balance of time and ef- 
fort in both sports,” said 
Kingsbury. 

Among her athletic 
successes, Kingsbury has 
been a three-time 
letterwinner in soccer, a 
two-time letterwinner in 
track, and this year shares 
the title of co-captain in 
both cross-country and soc- 
Cele 

Kingsbury has suc- 
ceeded in soccer by do- 
ing what she does in 
track and cross-country: 
running. She’s known to 
outrun opponents on the 
sidelines and set up plays 
for her teammates in the 
middle of the field. 

And yet, in the 
midst of her athletic suc- 
cesses, Kingsbury said 
she still keeps focus on 
her teams, not herself. 

“(The best accom- 
plishment is) being a part 
of teams that are doing 
really well.” 


Mess driving for top success 


amanda ostoich 


In sports or academ- 
ics, senior Camie Mess strives 
to do her best. This same 
strong spirit has helped her 
become one of the best girl 
golfers this season. This re- 
quired hard work and determi- 
nation on her part takes effort. 

“Tt’s not always easy 
and you’ re not always going to 
win. You have to have a lot of 
patience with anything 
in golf,” said Mess. 

She has pro- 
vided NHS golf with 
consistently low scores, 
including a 37 against 
Columbia City this sea- 
son. 

On top of golf, 
Mess also is a member 
of national honor soci- 
ety and band. 

“I would like 
to walk on to a (college 
golf) team, but my first 
priority is academics,” 
said Mess about her 
post-graduation plans. 

She has been 


All-SAC for the past three 
years, and has averaged 39- 
40 strokes for nine holes this 
season. 

“Our goal has been 
to improve our scores. 
We ve definitely improved a 
lot,” she said. 

Girls’ golf coach 
Dan Gibson said of Mess, 
“Along with the other three 
seniors, I’m going to miss 
her very much.” 


Senior Camie Mess has been one 
of the NHS’ top golfers. 
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Volleyball fourth in state 


The volleyball team has had a 
good start this year with a record of 7- 
2 so far. The Bruins are currently 
ranked fourth in the state. 

Head coach Neil Day said the 
team is very inexperienced, but shows 
a lot of promise. 

“The girls have been doing a 
great job,” he said. 

The top players are seniors 
Jenny Cole, Kaitlin Ward, juniors Brit- 
tany Rahrer and Stephanie Craig. 

An upcoming match against 
Concordia on Oct. 9 will decide the 
winner of SAC. 

The next game will be a home 
match against Wayne at 6 p.m. on Sept. 
18. 


Girls’ soccer improves 
record in SAC 


Girls’ soccer has a record so 
far of 2-0 in the SAC, 2-2 overall. 

“The team has improved a lot 
since we started and we will hopefully 
continue and have a great rest of the 
season,” said sophomore goalie 
Danielle Wilson. 

The team will be playing 
Homestead on Sept. 18. 

But, before that they also will 
have played in Sept. 6 Noblesville tour- 
nament, which is a marker for the team. 

“The Noblesville tournament 
will have teams ranked in the state,” 
said head coach Brian Booker. 


Boys’ tennis sets foundation 


“We’re not playing as well as 
we should. We just need to get fired 
up and relax more,” said boys’ tennis 
player Dan Ostlund. 

The tennis team has a record 
of 0-2 in the SAC so far. 

Some of the best players are 
juniors John Wassell, Mike Cramer, 
Craig Wassell, Anthony Berg and 
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Ostlund. 

According to Ostlund, the Bru- 
ins have the foundation for a good team, 
despite any other inexperience. 

“We have a good nucleus for a 
team and the best coach we could ever 
have,” he said. 


Boys’ cross-country once 
again tops in the SAC 


Varsity boys’ cross-country has 
a record of 47-2 so far. (Reserve also 
has an impressive record of 37-1.) Var- 
sity is ranked second in the state after 
finishing third in the state last year. 

“They have the capability of 
being the best,” said coach Barrie 
Peterson. 

The top runners this year are 
seniors Brennon Plotner, Chris Gaffer, 
Corey Gaffer, Tim Quandt and freshman 
Bobby Moldovan. 

“The team is doing real good, 
we have a lot of tough competitors. It 
looks like we are going to have a good 
season,” said junior Brandon Walter. 

The next boys’ cross-country 
meet will be the New Prairie invitational 
on Sept. 20. Then onto the bigger SAC 
meet Oct. 9. 


Girls’ cross-country adds 
new coach and top members 


Gitts track coach Tom 
Knudson has returned to leading the 
girls’ cross-country team. Under the new 
leadership, the Bruins are improving 
much over last season. 

They have had three meets so 
far, in which the girls all performed well. 

In their first and second meets, 
they placed second both times. In their 
third meet they captured first place. 

The top runner is senior Erin 
Kingsbury. Other top peformers include 
junior Lakeesha Burnett, sophomores 
Kiersten Alexander and Brittany Herron. 

The team’s next meet is on Sept. 


20 at the New Prairie invitational. 

“I think we’re going to do 
good. We work hard at practice. If we 
Keep it up we will make state,” said 
Herron. 


Girls’ golf playing above par 


The young girls’ golf mem- 
bers have done well this year, and the 
girls are ready for more going into the 
Sept. 20 sectional. 

“If we work very hard we'll 
make it through, it can only get bet- 
ter,” said top senior golfer Camie Mess. 

The sectionals for girls’ golf 
will be held at Cobblestone golf club 
in Kendallville. 

“The girls’ golf team this year 
has done well scorewise, but we still 
have a ways to go for sectionals,” said 
coach Dan Gibson. 

The Bruins recently played in 
the SAC tournament as well as against 
Northside. 


Boys’ soccer holds its own 
against top competition 


Starting the season with the 
defeat of Terre Haute North, a loss to 
Dekalb, and a tie with Huntington 
North, the boys’ soccer team has been 
fighting to stay on top of its game. 

Responding to the recent 
streak, junior Tommy Wright said, 
“According to the way we have played 
lately, nothing is consistent.” 

The team is now ranked eighth 
in the area, and trying to maintain and 
come together more as a team. One 
highlight did include a recent win 
against rival Snider. 

“Our goal for this year is to 
win SAC and sectionals,” said sopho- 
more Ryan Malone. 

“T want the team to play like 
we played against Homestead.” 
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Red Star Tavern offers decent d 


With Depeche Mode and Montel Jordan 
over the loud speakers and gigantic, decorative wine 
bottles, Red Star Tavern has 
the potential to be a great res- 
taurant. 

When entering, one 
has the choice of dining inside 
or al fresco (outside), the in- 
side composed of cherry wood 
tables and booths, and black- 
and-white photos hanging 
from the walls. 

The atmosphere was 
great, except for the not-so- 
subtle dimming of the lights, 
which made us feel like we 
were in the back row of a seedy movie theater. 

On the very short double-sided 
menu, there was a limited selection of 
drinks, entrees, appetizers and sides. Most 
of the entrees ranged between $7 and $11 
each. 


Order Up 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


The red lemonade was fantastic, 
complete with a sugar ring around the 
glass edge, but missing the lemon the 
promised in the menu. 

We chose to start off with a 
chicken quesedilla appetizer (chicken on 
the side), which was spicy, but unique and 
tasty nonetheless. 

For the main course, Jo ordered 
chicken-fried tenders with mashed pota- 
toes, and Amanda ordered chicken and 
spinach fettuccine alfredo, minus the 
chicken, and a side of sweet potato fries. 

Jo’s meal had a mystery hair in it 
(we’re hoping it was hers), and crazy-tast- 
ing mashed potatoes. It was still an enter- 
taining dish. 

Amanda’s was more promising, 
with a small twist on the classic fettuccine; 
leafy spinach added in. No complaints, but 
it just didn’t blow our socks off. (Note: 
Amanda is a vegetarian, so anything that 
she eats in this column is What’s Bruin? 
certified to be meat-free.) 

On the other hand, we’ve never 
been so fascinated by french fries in our 
lives. The sweet potato fries were amaz- 
ing, and Amanda doesn’t even like sweet 
potatoes. It’s the perfect twist of a sweet 
base and a salty exterior, plus a strange 


orange color, that makes for a side deserving of its 
own zip code. 

For service, we had a waitress that reminded 
us of an over-excited cheerleader at times, yelling 
“Yes!” when we told her we would like a dessert. 
But that’s okay. We’ve been known to get excited 
about food from time to time too. We appreciate 
the enthusiasm. 

The Chocolate Chocolate Chocolate cake 
(made from scratch) had the word chocolate in it so 
many times that we couldn’t resist. 

The cake came complete with a huge knife 
stuck in the top of it. It was a great top-off to our 
evening. 

With a nice attempt at unique ambience and 
cuisine, the Red Star Tavern proved to us you can- 
not only have your cake, you can eat it too. B 
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Now open: The Red Star Tavern is located across from the 
Rave movie theater in the Jefferson Pointe mall. 
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(2.$peak Which Hollywood celeb 
: couples will make it, and 
which ones won’t? 


Jessica Simpson and Nick 


>< Out 
Freddie and 
Sarah will make 


Lachey will make it because 
they know how to keep it 


-sophomore Travis White 


it because BSB and Jen 

won't 
they've been because of en 
together the publicity, | *togetner. 
forever. -senior Andy 

Fleck 


-fresnman Brandi Brown 


Affleck and Lopez won't 


Jennifer and Brad will make it 


make it because she doesn't 


have a history of long-term 


relationships. 


-assistant principal Cheryl Strader 


because they have a lot in 
common. 


-senior Adrian Petrucci 


Tom and Penelope will because 


they're out of the public eye. 


-junior Justin Peterson 


Magazines and celebs persuade skimpy dress 


cierra bodie 


New styles and trends that are 
worn every day by teens originate from 
celebrities and fashion magazines. 

Nike Air Force One shoes 
wouldn’t be as popular today if rap art- 
ist Nelly didn’t come out with a song 
about them. 

When singer Avril Lavigne 
wore a long sock on her arm and a tie, 
all of a sudden everyone was sporting 
the same attire. 

Britney Spears, Beyonce 
Knowles, Christina Aguilera, and Jen- 
nifer Lopez realize that their sex appeal 
is what sells and attracts their viewer’s 
interest, and it just so happens that their 
viewers are mostly teenagers. 


Everything on TV and in maga- 
zines has become more sexually explicit, 
and today’s society is accepting it more 
and more. 

Unfortunately, that’s also the 
way the entertainment industry has 
changed so it can increase its image and 
make money. 

Even Abercrombie & Fitch’s 
advertising and its clothing magazine 
has become so sexual that it basically is 
in the same category as an adult maga- 
zine. In order to purchase the magazine, 
you have to be 18. Models in 
Abercrombie & Fitch magazine seem to 
bare everything while looking like teen- 
agers themselves. 

It’s hard not to want to look 
pretty, like the people in the magazines 


or celebrities on TV. But there is a dif- 
ference between pretty and sleazy, and 
the world of enter- 

tainment is mak- 
ing it harder for 
teens to distin- 
guish that line. 

Thirty 
years ago it was 
forbidden to 
even reveal your 
knees. Current trends 
reflect how time, 
culture and fashion 
haved changed. 

And not really 
for the better.What will 
it be like in another 30 
years? 
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Throwback jerseys popular at NHS 


“Throwback this, throwback 
that. Everybody has a throwback with a 
matching hat,” said rap artist Fabulous 
in his song Throwback 


Jerseys. ees 
Something Trend 

about that song in- 

spired the throwback Alert 


jersey, one of the hot- 
test trends this school 
year. Look in the halls 
of NHS, they’re every- 
where. 

From Lakers 
jerseys, “76ers jerseys, 
Clipper jerseys, even 
Wizard’s jerseys, it 
doesn’t matter if the team is good or not, 
it looks good. Almost everyone is wear- 
ing them, girls and boys. It’s the type of 
style that anyone can pull off. You can 
wear Hollister today, and wear a throw- 
back jersey tomorrow. 

A student can find more than 
enough jerseys to choose from locally 


Cierra Bodie 


More and more NHS students are sporting 
throwback jerseys, a growing fashion 
trend. Inset, female dress jerseys too. 


at Finish Line, Champs, Footlocker, 
(that is if they’re not already sold out). 
And not just any tennis shoe can pass 
with a jersey. Reebok Classics, Timber- 
land boots, or Phat Farms will do. Many 
also prefer Air Force Ones. 

Eighties fashion also is defi- 
nitely making a comeback. Fishnet 
shirts, calf-length tube socks, Chucks, 
and cutoff sweaters also remain a trend. 
Also, when J.Lo wore a fishnet shirt in 
her video Jenny From The Block, that 
same style of shirt started to appear in 
stores like Wet Seal, Charlotte Russe and 
Gadzooks. 

Adidas and Puma track suits 
have changed from old school to new 
school. Track suits were the break dance 
wear of the ‘80s. Now they can be pur- 
chased in all colors, from pink and white 
to tan and brown. 

The punk look, too, is no longer 
weird and disgraceful. Chained-up pants 
paired with tank tops, along with pin 
stripe pants, ripped shirts, chokers, and 
wristbands are all a stylish punk 
trend that looks cute. 

Some girls at NHS are 
making fashion statements out of 
what was once known as “the 
odd look.” Fashion magazines 
YM and Seventeen featured ce- 
lebrities wearing the punkish 
clothing like Kyle Minogue, 
Avril Lavigne, Madonna and 
Christina Aguilera. 

Athletic fashion has in- 
troduced the most popular shoes 
yet, the Nike Shox NZ. It is a 
must to have at least one pair. The 
colors this month are red, gray, 
navy blue, turquoise, white, pink 
and silver. 

The one disappoint- 
ment of summer changing to fall 
is having to say goodbye to all 
the cute clothes you bought for 
the summer. Shorts, skirts and 
capri pants--away they go to the 


box of summer clothes stored in the at- 
tic. 

Now students who are looking 
for a pair of perfect fitting jeans might 
find them at Hollister Clothing Co. 

Other brands like Pepe, Ecko, 
Hot Kiss, Baby Phat, Blue Asphalt and 
Silver Tab are all popular brands this fall 
as well. 


Top Ten 


Arnold Schwarzenegger 
movies 


1. Terminator 


2. Predator 


3. Terminator 2 


4. Total Recall 


5. Commando 


6. Running Man 


7. True Lies 


8. Last Action Hero 


9. Conan the Barbarian 


10. Red Heat 


-source: amazon.com, Sept. 2003 


Celebrities in politics do more harm than good 


staff editorial 


“T’ll be back!” is one of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s most 
famous lines. 

He’s back alright. Back 
and running for governor of Cali- 
fornia in an Oct. 7 recall election. 

According to California 
state law, if 12 percent of the state 
population wants to change a gov- 
ernor and signs a petition to do so, 
it can officially conduct a recall 
vote to elect someone new. 

Schwarzenegger, a Repub- 
lican, quickly added his name for 
the governor position if current 
governor Gray Davis is voted out 
on Oct. 7. But, Schwarzenegger 
is not the only celebrity running 
in this recall election. 

It seems a growing number 
of celebrities are running for of- 
fice, such as Gary Coleman, a 


Should slang 
be recognized 
in dictionaries? 
Believe: 4t or “not, 
bootylicious is a word and is be- 
ing placed in dictionary. 
According to abcnews. 


com, Merriam-Webster’s Colle- 
giate Dictionary will be adding 
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WWE superstar, and other celeb- 
rities who suddenly want to jump 
on the political bandwagon be- 
cause Schwarzenegger did. 

The majority of What’s 
Bruin? said celebrities running for 
office could hurt politics in some 
ways because it could only in- 
crease people not taking candidates 
seriously. 

Voting and campaigns 
could turn into huge popularity 
contests. People also could vote for 
these celebrities just because they 
are on TV, and not because they 
will be good for government. 

And in California, if these 
celebrities run without any politi- 
cal experience, could they repre- 
sent this large state well? 

We need people who are 
serious about politics. Not people 
who are out there just to be out 


several slang terms. 

The well-known Merriam- 
Webster, a 170,000-entry dictio- 
nary that defines words in main- 
stream use, is updated cover-to- 
cover every 10 years. 

This year, words such as 
treehugger, road rage, booty, 
hottie, noogie, dollarization, and of 
course bootylicious, are being 
added. 

Should terms like these be 
added to an official dictionary? 
Furthermore, is this a sign of the 
English language slowly deterio- 
rating? 

Abcnews.com also reported 
that after the music group 


there. 

Maybe politics won’t be 
hurt at all. Maybe it'll help. For 
example, these celebrities could 
only attract more voters to the 
polls on election day. Maybe 
more people will become inter- 
ested in politics. The more people 
participating in these types of 
things could mean better govern- 
ment in the future. There also 
could be an increase in awareness 
of real issues and what is happen- 
ing in our country. 

Celebrities are just like 
everyone else and should have a 
fair chance of running if they 
truly can provide for their state. 
But, if the right person for the job 
doesn’t get in because a big ce- 
lebrity is running, then a whole 
population could suffer. It very 
well could happen. 


Destiny’s Child used the word 
bootylicious in a music video, it 
was on everybody’s lips. In re- 
sponse to this cultural trend, 
Merriam-Webster began consid- 
eration of it for its dictionary. 

What’s Bruin? seeks your 
views and opinions on this topic. 
Submit your replies to Room 
D111. Signed letters will appear 
in next month’s issue of What’s 
Bruin? Unsigned or partially un- 
signed letters will not be pub- 
lished. 

We also reserve the right 
to edit for space and will not pub- 
lish any letters that contain mali- 
cious or personal attacks. 
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Students’ good 
deeds punished 


Northrop High School seems 
that it does not enjoy its students doing 
good deeds. 

Last year, my friends got in 
trouble a lot for trying to do nice things. 

Among the good deeds done, 
one was taking people’s trays up for 
them. They would go around and ask if 
they could take their trays up, and in do- 
ing so, the administration took them 


Homosexuality prejudice still alive in Ameri 


Americans call themselves 
democratic. We claim to be a “land of 
ine iree-« 

According to the Random 
House College Dictionary, the word 
democratic means, “pertaining to or 
characterized by social equality.” But 
going by that definition, Americans 
aren't really democratic. Americans still 
generalize, we still discriminate, and we 
still harass. 

Take the gay population for in- 
stance, who have been labeled socially 
unacceptable in much of American so- 
ciety. 

In a recent local poll conducted 
by The News-Sentinel, out of 98 re- 
sponses, 69 percent of people said they 
would be less likely to support a guber- 
natorial (governor) candidate who fa- 
vored gay civil unions and granted them 
the same rights as regular married 
couples. The other 31 percent of respon- 
dents said they wouldn’t care. 

I believe that marriage is in- 
tended for those who truly love one 
other. 

In marriage vows, a person 
vows to be truthful, and to love one an- 
other in sickness and in health. Marriage 
vows don’t require that a couple is a man 
and a woman. 

One poll response from a per- 
son who wouldn’t favor the gay-friendly 
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down to the office and told them that 
they needed to stop. In class meetings 
this year, they told us that people would 
be punished if they took somebody’s 
tray up. Punished for helping somebody 
else out! 

Also, it was my friend’s birth- 
day and somebody wanted to sing happy 
birthday to him. Before the song was 
over, half of the entire cafeteria was 
singing. At the end of the song, the ad- 
ministration took the kid that started the 
singing down to the office and told him 
that he could not do that “in these hard 


candidate said, “I’m tired of this issue; 
I’m kind to everyone, but this is a sick 
sin.” 

I suppose this means that 
Americans are going to vote down a po- 
litical candidate merely 
because of their sexual 
preference, something 
that is a part of their per- 
sonal, private life. 

I recognize 
that some people argue 
that their religion views 
the of practice of homo- 
sexuality as a sin. I then 
will ask, is loving some- 
one from your heart a 
sin? 


Intuition 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


In the United 
States, no state is allowed to legally 
marry a same-sex couple. Only Vermont 
offers something titled a “civil union” 
to same-sex couples. 

According to the website 
vermontcivilunion.com, civil unions 
give same-sex couples “all the same 
benefits, protections and responsibilities 
under Vermont law as are granted top 
spouses in a marriage.” 

Although Vermont has passed 
this law, no other state has gone forward 
with something to that degree. 

It’s true that some states are 
pending legislation for same-sex mar- 


times of war.” I just don’t understand 
why we can’t sing “Happy Birthday” to 
our friends. 

-senor Logan Buesching 


riage laws and civil unions, but the is- 
sue isn’t an easy one to address, espe- 
cially with our President who is know- 
ingly opposed to homosexuality. 

Love is something you can’t 
change. If an American happens to love 
someone of the same sex, why then do 
we discriminate, and make it illegal for 
him or her to marry? 

While it may appear easier to- 
day to come out as a gay than it was 10 
years ago, it seems the same prejudices 
are still there. 

We still make jokes about ho- 
mosexuals on a daily basis. We even 
create popular, gay-oriented TV shows 
such as Queer Eye for the Straight Guy. 
Still, the prejudice exists. 

Gays are human. Furthermore, 
homosexuals aren’t blind to either the 
discrimination or the humility they are 
presented with on a day-to-day basis. 

Homosexuals don’t choose to 
be gay. They can’t choose whom they 
have an attraction toward. 

We are all human. We are in this 
game of life together. 

America is the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, but it seems 
the brave ones are the homosexuals who 
go against the grain of society to stand 
for what they believe in, and love the 
ones they truly love no matter what the 
cost. 
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ee ACCOM- 
xe ~Modations 

n are made. 
The rules 
are being bent for 
the students at 


Is the flip- 
flop rule 
reasonable? 


NHS. 
—principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer 


Adminis- 
tration is 


Wearing 
flip-flops 
is better 
than go- 


ing barefoot. 
—junior Michelle Prall 


overboard 
on the enforce- 
ment by passing 


Out memos. 
-senior Chris Erbach 


There is 

no dan- 

ger in 

flip-flops. 
You can't strangle 
anybody with 
them. 


—sophomore Andrew 
Erickson 


Flip-flops 
were 
made for 
the sum- 
mer and should 
not be worn in 


school. 


-freshman Danielle 
Lillie 
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Working teens 
taxed without 
representation 


jo minnich 

Many teens with jobs have ex- 
perienced Uncle Sam and his taxes. I’m 
disappointed every time I see my pay- 
check. As I furiously rip open the enve- 
lope and see that first glimpse of a real 
chunk of money, I realize that this my 
pay before taxes. What I actually receive 
is pitiful. 

It’s ashame I can’t actually get 
the pleasure of voting for an elected of- 
ficial, even though I’m supporting their 
salary against my will. 

Many politicians feel that by 
lowering the legal voting age 
or...gasp...abolishing it all together will 
leave the door wide open for 5-year-olds 
to make uneducated voting decisions. If 
these politicians look at other countries 
and how they’ ve lowered the voting age, 
they will find it does not end in chaos. 

The truth of the matter is teen- 
agers, especially American teenagers, 
are some of the most opinionated indi- 
viduals on this earth. Some teenagers 
follow politics better than adults. Be- 
sides, adults can make blind voting de- 
cisions as well. 

If the government feels they 
represent us well, we should have a say 
in who we elect. Basically, we are leav- 
ing our futures open to politicians who 
don’t know us the way they should. 

At the age of 16, a U.S. citizen 
can apply for a job without parental con- 
sent. If we are old enough now to make 
a large decision that changes our every- 
day life, why are we not allowed to vote 
for the President once every four years? 

The day teenagers can get a job 
and have taxes taken out, they should 
have the right to vote. Uncle Sam may 
take our hard-earned income, but we 
deserve to designate whose salary we 
pay. 
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Yes Do action No 
sarah leavell car movies tanya burgess 


Sitting at a movie theater watch- k t A teenage boy stops at a 
ing this very action-packed car movie, ma e eens red light. He looks out his window and 


you start to get ideas in your head. Such sees another teen boy next to him rey- 


a 
as, can my car really go fast? I wonder d rive ving his engine. The challenge begins, 
if my friends would want to race our cars “ and safe driving is out the window. 
later? ki | They’re off, tires screeching behind 
The Fast and the Furious and its rec es S y %: them. 
sequel 2 Fast 2 Furious, along with Gone It may be that way in the movies, 
in 60 Seconds are recent car movies but don’t place blame there. We each 


know right from wrong. 

Common sense is something every one’s born 
with. Movies don’t influence teens. Teens influence them- 
selves and each other. 

Teens have always been reckless behind the wheel 

due to 2 Fast 2 Furious and Gone in 60 Seconds. But 
& what our society doesn’t realize is that teens were 
we already reckless before the movies even premiered. 


that I feel have influenced teens 
to reckless driving. poof 

Imitating actors from 
movies is one thing teens do. 

For example, I see cars rac- 
ing through my neighbor- 
hood all the time. 

This isn’t exactly 
the safest thing to do, especially 
in a neighborhood full of young 
children. It’s harder to have con- 
trol of a car when going at fast 
speeds. Putting yourself and 
other roaming pedestrians in the 
surrounding area in danger can 
result in extreme conse- 
quences. 

According to the 
website caraccidents.com, 
41,345 people died in 1999. In 
the year 2002, 42,850 people had 
been killed from car accidents. 
(Gone in 60 Seconds was released in 
2000.) This may show that the movie had 
a strong influence. Not only could these 
movies cause people to drive more 


You don’t do everything you see 

on TV. The same goes with movies. For 

someone to think that an action movie is 

going to reflect how teenagers think, 
they’re wrong. 

After Biker Boyz pre- 
miered, teens would “trick out” 
their bikes. But this danger- 

ous stunt was around be- 
fore the movie even pre- 
miered. 

The movie showed many 
races and reckless driving 
in the streets, but just be- 

cause teens saw these ac- 

tions, doesn’t mean 
that’s what they plan 
to do with their mo- 


stephanie phillips 


t 
Z 


recklessly, but they also could have BET xX torcycles or any 
° EG . 
increased the number of deaths as os oe Y x other vehicle. 
well. 4 Sy On his way 
Even after all the new safety features put in => home two days later af- 
cars today, the number of deaths per year due to car a citage ter seeing 2 Fast 2 Furt- 
accidents is still increasing. Therefore those safety v : 2 > ous, the same boy stops at 
features can’t protect us from everything. ae the same red light. He looks over and 
Action-packed car movies are causing teens sees a different boy revving his engine. This time, he 
to drive recklessly. Yet more and more violent action realizes he doesn’t have to be a movie star to be cool. 
movies with lightning speed car racing will keep com- On the other hand, the other boy tears off—driving 
ing out and the result will be even more teen deaths. in the same reckless manner that irresponsible teens will 
Just watch. probably always drive in. 
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National Honor 
Society inducts 
50 members 


Each year, the National Honor Society in- 
ducts a select group of juniors and seniors to be- 
come members of the group. 

NHS members participate in many acts of 
community service throughout the year. Each se- 
mester, every member must collect a minimum of 
13 hours. 

This is a nationally recognized organiza- 
tion in which students learn the qualities of com- 
munity involvement and personal achievements 
reached through volunteering. 

The following Northrop students were in- 
ducted into National Honor Society on Sept. 24: 


Brittany Albertson 
Brandi Allen 
Caitlin Ammon 
Dan Bennett 

Ian Boen 

Kyle Brower 
Danyelle Carey 
Nicholas Cook 
Sarah DeCamp 
Matt Degitz 

Peter Dragnev 
Melissa Drake 
Chris Franklin 
Tara Garrett 
Aaron Gerhardstein 
Brian Goodspeed 


Sarah Goodwin 
Nick Goodwin 
Chris Hoffman 
Derek Hopper 
Tareef Horani 
Brittani Jennings 
Jenny Jones 
Andrea Krider 
Jennifer Long 
Tianyi Luo 

Julie Marden 
Nicole Mikolay 
Pamela Miles 
Archana Narang 
Tyler Nees 
Brianna Neumann 


What’s Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for 
readers to address issues affecting Northrop. 


aaron thomas 


This year, Northrop’s National Honor Society inducted 50 new 
members. The event was held Sept. 24 in the auditorium. To be 
eligible, students must have at least a 3.7 GPA and be a junior or 
senior. Each member must complete 13 hours of community 
service per semester. 


Tram Nguyen 
Joe Nix 

Jesse Nusbaumer 
Dan Ostlund 
David Pippenger 
Nick Randall 
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class. This includes letters wishing to be aoe : 
published anonymously. insight editor 
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Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 
for length and appropriateness. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any material 
containing malicious, personal attacks. 
What's Bruin? is printed monthly by 
Fort Wayne Printing. 
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Key Club treats 
Unicef on Oct. 30 


Key Club will be spooking the 
night on Oct. 30 to help raise money for 
Unicef. 

Rather than trick-or-treating for 
candy, key club members will be ask- 
ing for donations to help this organiza- 
tion. 

Unicef is an international orga- 
nization that helps children in other 
countries with iodine deficiency. 

For more key club information, 
see sponsor Andrew Shipe in Room 
A207. 


Ping-pong open 
for new members 


Ping-pong club started Sep. 
24.They will continue to meet Wednes- 
day nights after school from 2:45-4:30 
in the wrestling room. 

“We will break during the wres- 
tling season, then we will start back up 
in the spring,” said sponsor Judy 
Delamarter. 

The cost is $10 to join. This cov- 
ers the cost of a T-shirt and equipment. 


Cheerleaders 
start competition 
and raise $250 


Not only are cheerleaders at al- 
most every sporting event showing 
school spirit and support, they are also 
involved in competitions. The first com- 
petition will be on October 18 at ICF at 
6 a.m. 

The cheerleaders are also rais- 
ing money for the Jerry’s Kids organi- 
zation. They have already raised $250 
for this charity. Cheerleaders in Ft. 
Wayne have been raising money for this 
fund for 50 years. 


Johnson looking 
for mentors 


Student mentors sponsor 
Shirley Johnson is currently looking for 
sophomore, junior and senior students 
who are interested in tutoring other NHS 
students. 

Interested students must have at 
least a 3.0 GPA and a good mental atti- 
tude. For more information, sign up with 
Johnson in the guidance office before 
or after school. 


Student council 
members to travel 
to Center Grove 


Ten student council members 
are going to a state student council con- 
vention Nov. 7 and 8 to gain positive 
leadership training. The convention will 
be held at Center Grove High School, 
south of Indianapolis. 

Juniors Archana Narang, Becca 
Amick and senior Rachelle Reichert will 
be presenting workshops at the conven- 
tion. The workshops are team-building 
activities. They show positive ways to 
lead the school. 


CALM starts with 
new members 


Concerned Adolescents for 
Leadership in Mediation (CALM) has 
started with many new members. 

CALM’s first fundraiser is com- 
pleted and will help fund an overnight 
training session that will take place in 
late October or early November. 

“Young people are being more 
conscientious about offensive behav- 
ior,” said sponsor Earl Robinson, who 
added that CALM has had a very suc- 
cessful year so far. 


GATE still 
searching for 
new members 


NHS’ GATE (Growth in Agri- 
culture Through Education) club is cur- 
rently seeking new members for this 
school year. Meetings are Wednesdays 
after school in the guidance office from 
2:45 to 3:30 p.m. 

According to sponsor Dan 
Nolan, GATE’s main goal is to be num- 
ber one throughout other Fort Wayne 
GATE clubs. 

“GATE is important to 
Northrop because of all the extracurricu- 
lar activities that it provides to students,” 
said Nolan. 

Activities throughout the year 
will include designing websites, partici- 
pating in a city GATE competition, help- 
ing senior citizens, visiting nursing 
homes, Christmas caroling, and attend- 
ing conferences and seminars that dis- 
cuss Careers in agriculture. 


Math league 
begins Oct. 20 


Math league will have a contest 
Oct. 20 in the cafeteria. Students must 
meet by 2:45 p.m. The contest will last 
until 3:15 p.m. 

Students enrolled in integrated 
math 5&6 or above are recommended 
to compete for extra credit in their 
classes. 

The top five scores are taken 
from Northrop and will be submitted to 
the state for competition. 

At the end of the year, the 
school with the overall best score will 
receive a traveling trophy, which 
Northrop received two years ago. 

For more information, see Eric 
Erdman in Room D208. 
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Blanks still recovers after 
heart attack during school 


ariel case 


Around 11:35 a.m., administra- 
tive dean Fred Blanks returned to stu- 
dent services to eat his lunch, when he 
realized something was happening. 

“T felt something in my jaw and 
it tightened up....I sat down and my 
chest started to hurt a little. | waited two 
minutes and then called the nurse,” ex- 
plained Blanks. 

At the time, he didn’t realize it, 
but he was having a heart attack. 

“I didn’t know it was a heart 
attack until I was at the hospital,” he 
said. 

During this emergency, the pro- 
cedures were followed accordingly and 
efficiently. 

abhey: (assessed) the 
situation...and did a great job,” said 
Blanks. 

The staff at Northrop is always 
aware of all procedures each year. 

“We plan for possibly anything 
to happen. We try to stay ahead of 
things,” said assistant principal Chery] 
Strader. 

Procedures followed the day of 
Blanks’s heart attack are similar to pro- 


Defibrillator 


| 
ready if needed | 


santanna ramsey 


It’s located out the athletic office, was 
officially introduced last year, but is ready if 


the unexpected occurs. 


According to NHS nurse Renee 
rogers, if anybody’s heart stops, the defibril- - 
lator sends an electric shock to the heart to : 


jolt it into pumping again. 


Rogers said there are 12 faculty cer- 
tified to operate it, including secretaries, teach- 


ers, administrators and Rogers herself. 


A 


cedures followed with students. 

“The nurse is called and the 
emergency cards are used to call people 
and let them know what is happening,” 
said Strader. 

Depending on the situation, the 
decision of whether to go to the hospi- 
tal is also made. 

“It is important to have green 
cards on file for every student in case of 
an emergency,” said Strader. 

The information from the green 
cards became useful during Blanks’ 
heart attack. It was used to notify his 
family of what had happened and the 
hospital he was headed to. 

At the hospital, doctors stabi- 
lized Blanks’s heart. He had blockage 
in an artery and the back chamber of his 
heart was damaged. The doctors put a 
shunt in (a procedure that creates a pas- 
sage between blood vessels, sending 
blood into parts of the body that need 
it), which re-opened the artery. He is 
now in rehab, recovering from the inci- 
dent. 

“T take it one day at a time. It is 
a slow process and I will get back on 
my feet soon,” he said. 
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Two years ago, a defibrillator 
was added to NHS. Twelve staff 
members are certified to use it. 
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NHS evacuates in just 
over three minutes 
during second fire drill 


santanna ramsey 


Once a month the fire drill 
sounds as Northrop students scatter, 
trying to get to the nearest exit. 

“The detectors have done real 
well. We should exit more quickly and 
move farther away from the building 
to improve,” said assistant principal 
Chery] Strader. “We need to be at least 
100 feet away from the building.” 

NHS’ goal is to get the entire 
school evacuated in three minutes. The 
last fire drill took students 3 minutes 
and 15 seconds to exit. 

“T was real surprised because 
it was only our second drill,” said 
Strader. 

For those who pull alarms, 
there are serious consequences. The 
fire department can press charges and 
a police report is made. The fine can 
be as much as $1000. Expulsion is also 
considered in some cases. 

“Fires and fire drills are really 
serious, and are not to be messed with,” 
said principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

Because each call is taken se- 
riously, it only takes fire station 13 on 
Lima Road two to three minutes to get 
to NHS. 


Fire drills are 
really serious, 
and are not to 
be messed with. 


-principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 
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Dangerous routes to school 


Students share stories from local highway wrecks on their way to school 


alicia wireman 


The red lights beamed as she 
slammed the brake pedal to the floor. 
With a quick turn of the wheel, she tried 
to escape danger. The tires screeched. 
The passenger let out a scream as the 
car sped out of control. 

Many students throughout the 
year become involved in a car accident 
either coming to or from NHS. 

Senior Lindsay Morgan was in- 
volved in a car accident earlier this year 
on westbound I-469 heading to school. 

“IT was breaking to avoid a car 
and then hit another,” said Morgan. 

The day Morgan was in an ac- 


cident, there were three other wrecks in 
the same area. The first accident pro- 
duced several others during the rush 
hour traffic, according to Morgan. 
According to the crime analy- 


sis unit, there are about 35 car accidents 
during the course of the school year just 
in the NHS area between 7-8 a.m. and 
2-3 p.m. 

“I was so scared that my sister 
had been hurt during the course of the 
accident,” added Morgan. 

Other students have also been 
involved in accidents in past years on 
the same stretch of road. 

“We called the school to let 
them know we had gotten in an accident 
and Mr. (Earl) Robinson and Mr. (Mike) 
Schnelker brought us coffee,” said se- 
nior Joel Henney, about his car accident 
on westbound I-469 along the overpass 
of I-69 last year. 


“After a car accident, standard 
procedure is to always call the police to 
file a report, no matter how little the 
damage,” said school resource officer 
Lorie Bandor. 


After a car 
accident... 

always Call 
the police. 


-NHS officer Lorie Bandor 


If a wreck occurs, school ad- 
ministration recommends calling atten- 
dance for notification of a tardy or an 
absence. 

“Most of the 
time, we strongly urge 
the students to go home 
after something like that 
happens,” said NHS of- 
ficer Lorie Bandor. 

“They may 
seem fine at first, but the 
shock takes three hours 
to set in, and they al- 
ways end up in the 
nurse’s office a nervous 
wreck,” she added. 

According to 
the Ft. Wayne police, 
throughout the school 
day, approximately 
44,000 cars pass 
through the Coldwater- 
Cook intersection. 

Bandor said, “It’s hard to keep 
things safe when there are over a thou- 
sand students who only had their license 
for two years driving in the same area 
all at once.” 


|-was so scared that my sister had been hurt 
during the course of the accident. -senior Lindsay Morgan 
SN ? 


Spending money to gain money 


Local organizations provide donations when students or parents shop 


telysha richardson 


“We receive thousands of dol- 
lars a year in donations,” said school 
treasurer Judy Delamarter. 

Twice a year Malls 4 Schools 
is held to help donate to area schools. 
The biannual even takes place Jan.- June 
and Aug.-Dec. 

This program is designed to 
help shoppers donate money to schools. 
After items are purchased, shoppers take 


their receipt to the customer service 
booth and specify which school points 
are to be donated to. In this program, $1 
equals one point. 

Meijer has also recently come 
out with a free card that the cashier scans 
before the purchase. 

“If they spend $100-$399.99, 
they get | percent of their total. If $400- 
$799.99, 2.5 percent goes to the organi- 
zation. And if they spend more than 


$800 a month, they get 4 percent for their 
organization,” said Lima Road Meijer 
manager Sue Vargo. 

“Schools sign up and have a six 
digit code, and customers put the code 
on the application,” said NHS dance in- 
structor Lisa Helmuth, who strongly en- 
courages donation through shopping. 

Money that is donated to the 
school funds equipment such as speak- 
ers and other special events. 


Homecoming ‘03: Wolpert crowned, 
car destroyed, football takes Redskins 


Lifetouch 
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Despite the rain, senior Whitney Wolpert is 
crowned ‘03 homecoming queen at halftime. 


Left, Tailgate club 
charged $1 for three 
sledgehammer 
swings at the home- 
coming spirit car. 
Below, The home- 
coming football game 
ended with a shutout 
. of Northside. Be- 
cause of rain, the 
halftime score 

- became final. 
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Lip syncing to Michael 
Jackson is sophomore 
John Redmaster. He 
and sophomore Aaron 
Schwabb went on to 
win $100 in the lip 
sync contest that was 
new to this year’s 
homecoming. 
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dent Spotlight 


sophomore Austin Shumway 


Q: Describe 
your ideal 
vacation. 

A: It would 
have to being 
going some- 
where warm, 
when it is cold 
here. 

Q: What are 
your long- 
term goals? 
A: Just to live 
a good life. 
Q: Favorite 
color 

and why? \ 
A: Blue. It’s | tS. Ne a 
mild and it’s Sophomore Austin Shumway 
calm. plays tenor saxophone in the 
Q: Favorite NHS band program. 

movie? 

A: Scarface 

Q: Favorite quote or any 

words of wisdom to share? 

A: “Death is not the worst that can happen to 


bd 


men. 
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aaron thomas 


Bottom left, Homecoming car show: On 
Tuesday night of homecoming week, senior 
Nate Muri’s black Trans Am drew attention, 
including that from junior Ryan Schaefer. 
Bottom middle, This year, a junior-senior girls’ 
obstacle course replaced the former powder 


& puff football game. 


Bottom right, Sophomore Alicia Griffin (right) 
gets down at the homecoming dance. 


acecnes Pear 
a Dang, 
SaW a 
Spark, 
and felt 
a pinch, 
and then 
tnat 
pinch 
turned 
Into a rip 
tearing 
My flesh, 


-senior Keone Bates 
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Bates’s scar. 


yoluuiw of 


blink of an 


Violence against teens going down 
nationwide, but still too high; 
senior Keone Bates lived to prove the point 


cierra bodie 
telysha richardson 


It was August 16, just three 
days before having to kiss the summer 
break good-bye, but for 17-year-old se- 
nior Keone Bates, it was a time where 
he came face-to-face with the man who 
would shoot him and almost take his 
life. 

“T was playing football with my 
friends and having fun,then I heard a 
bang, saw a spark, and [| felt a pinch, 
and then that pinch turned into a rip tear- 
ing into my flesh,” said Bates, describ- 
ing the bullet. 

After the .38 revolver was shot, 
Bates’s friends grabbed him and ran. 
After two blocks of running down 
Masterson St. and then another block 
down Hanna 
Si, Lee 
started to re- 
alize that he 
had been 
shot. 

ELis 
once white 
shirt dripped bl ‘4 
a trail of OO : 
blood behind 
him. His legs 
then lost motion, his breath was short- 
ened, and he went into a state of shock. 

Bates’s friend Terrel Lapsley 
struggled to carry him to an unknown 
house where people were sitting on their 
porch. They helped him, and called 911. 

“T just remember waiting anx- 


iously in pain for the ambulance to come, 
and praying that I wouldn’t lose too 
much blood,” said Bates, reminiscing 
about that dreadful day. 

Bates was shot in his lower ab- 
domen, through his stomach, and just 
three inches from his heart. He was 
treated at Parkview Hospital for two 
weeks and he could not eat anything but 
jello and liquids for two days. 

“The bullet is by too many or- 
gans and the doctors said that if they took 
it out it would kill me,” he said. 

Experiencing such a life-threat- 
ening situation was a wake-up call for 
Bates. 

“It was meant to happen. I had 
to make a change in my life before it was 
too late, and God gave me another 


/ just remember praying 
| wouldn't lose too much 


-senior Keone Bates 


chance,” he said. 

Bates is not the only teenager 
who has encountered violence within his 
life. 

In fact, violence against youth 
has been in decline from 2000 to 2002. 
While this decline is encouraging, most 


indicators suggest violence against 
youth remains a significant problem. 

According to safeyouth.org, in 
the past three years the second-leading 
cause of death among 10- to 24-year- 
olds. On average, there are 22 firearm 
deaths per day among teens. 

If 22 teens die every day, then 
154 teens die every week, and about 600 
to 616 teens die every month. That 
means 224,840 teens die every year— 
from firearms alone. 

Also, teen victims of violence 
have to live with the devestating effects 
long after the incidents. 2 

“They shut down as far as 
school is concerned, or they act out a 
lot,” said NHS psychologist Sandra Grif- 

ee 
Victims of 
violence can seek 
help through 
school programs, 
or programs out- 
side of school 
such as Erin’s 
House. 
“There’s al- 
ways help and you’re not 
alone,” said Griffi ——— 
“Tn one second, the life of an in- 
dividual can change, as was the case for 
Bates. He has a greater appreciation be- 
cause of it. 

“After everything happened, | 
started to appreciate my life a lot more, 
because I know how fast it could go.” 
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NHS student experiences Wood Youth Center 


Junior Brendan Smith gives his own personal account 


dave mann 


“My mom and sister were cry- 
ing as the police officer was arresting 
me. Then I was led away in handcuffs 
to the police car, and I was driven to 
Wood.” 

This nightmare was a reality for 
junior Brendan Smith, who was taken 
to Wood Youth Center last year. He was 
arrested on charges of criminal evasion, 
possesion, and multiple truancies. 

Wood is for criminals that are 
under the age of 18. If they commit felo- 
nies, students are sent there to serve the 
length of their sentence. 

“T was only there for a day, but 
that was enough time to realize I didn’t 
want to be there anymore,” said Smith. 

Following in the rest of Smith’s 
account on one day in his life at Wood 
Youth Center: 


First, I pulled up to the big brick 
building. It wasn’t scary until I got in- 
side. There were police officers and 
metal detectors everywhere. 


| was only there 
for a day, Dut 
that was enough 
time to realize 
| didn’t want to 
De there 
anymore: 


junior Brendan Smith 


They had me fill out all this pa- 


perwork. Next, I had a urine test. Then I 


was searched from head to toe by this 
really big guy, 
which was scary 
enough itself. 

Then they 
sent me into this 
room, had me strip 
down, then sent me 
into a cold shower. 
When I was done 
they put me in an or- 
ange suit and used 
underwear. 

After that I 
was led upstairs to 
the cells. They make 
everyone take off 
their pants and shoes 
because some 
people go crazy and 
try to hang them- 
selves with them. 

I got two 
sheets and a mat, but : 
no pillow. They Si 7 
brought me food and oF f 
after that it was just 5” 
me and my room- <i 
mate alone. Omer 

It was al- 
most impossible to sleep. I must have 
sat there in my cell for at least 10 hours 
before I fell asleep. It was cold and dark. 

Guards woke me up really early. 
They gave me this nasty toothbrush to 
brush my teeth. Then they gave me this 
little breakfast bagel. 

After that, guards put everyone 
in the Wood van to go to our court tri- 
als. We were all handcuffed to each 
other on the way. 

When we got to court we were 
all sent to this little room and were 
chained to benches. We had to talk to 
our intake officers to give them infor- 


i 


mation about our arrests. 
When our turn was up, we went 
into the courtroom with just the judge, 


ood Youth Center, / ; 
located on Wells Street, is_ 
Ft. Wayne’s teen He 
correctional facility. ee 


the police officer and our parents. The 
Judge gave us our sentence, and that was 
the end of it. 

My sentence was that I didn’t 
have to go back , but I was put on house 
arrest for a week and then probation. 


Wood Youth Center exists for 
the purpose of correcting bad behavior 
in minors. While Smith doesn’t think it’s 
enough to correct bad behavior, he also 
admits it’s no place for him anymore. 

“Wood didn’t necessarily cor- 
rect me, but I don’t want to go back,” he 
said. 
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Bruins taking 
private 
lessons 

to better 
themselves 


tim bradburn 
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Sophomore Ashley Brown 
chuckled with her piano and oboe 
teacher, Janet Ormiston, during her 
weekly lesson. 

Brown and Ormiston have a 


friendly working relationship. Ormiston ° 
encourages Brown to be confident in ~ 
their weekly classes, telling her things - 


like: “You can do it, don’t say never. I 
believe in you.” 

Fort Wayne Children’s choir 
lessons take place on Tuesdays at the 
First Presbyterian Church. Brown has 
been taking choir lessons for seven 
years. 

On Thursdays she takes guitar 
lessons at Music Star. She has attended 


__ Senior Abbey Hawkins works 
on dance technique at the 
Northeast School of Dance in 
_ Georgetown Plaza. 


these lessons for one and a half years. 
“T am interested in music and 
would like to get into the music busi- 
ness,” said Brown. 
Brown said she takes many les- 
sons because she wants to better herself. 
Senior dancer Abbey Hawkins 
wants to better herself and her craft too. 
Hawkins takes lyrical, jazz, 


modern, ballet and production dance les- 
sons. Lyrical dancing is an emotional 
dance to words of a song. Jazz dancing 
is upbeat, technical, and fast-paced. 
Modern dances are done bare- 
foot and are about the way you can move 
your waist. Ballet is classical dancing 
to music in sync on the tip of your toes. 
Production is where they take the top 
three classes of dance and put them 
together for a new dance. 

She takes lessons at the 
Northeast School of Dance in 
Georgetown Plaza. 

“A few of my friends 
go there,” said Hawkins. 

She is taught lyrical on 
Mondays for an hour, modern and 
jazz on Wednesdays for four hours, 
ballet on Thursdays for one and a 
half-hours, and production every 
other Saturday for five hours. 

Hawkins has three 
competitions a year, which take 
place in Detroit, Chicago and Las 
Vegas. 

“T have always been in- 
terested in dancing and I bugged 
my parents to put me in dance,” 
she said. 


Along with piano lessons, sophomore Ashley Brown also takes weekly guitar lessons. 
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Dowling named to IHSAA student advisory board 


jo minnich 


Senior Greg Dowling has a di- 
rect seat in deciding specifics about high 
school sports. Dowling was appointed 
to the student advisory board for the 
IHSAA (Indiana High School Athletic 
Association). 


What is the committee you were named 
to? It’s called the NFS, which stands for 
National Federal of State High School 
Association. 


What is this committee in charge of? 
We have meetings four times a year in 
Indianapolis. We discuss things that we 
want changed in IHSAA sports. We 
stand as the student opinion of the board. 
We represent all students, athletic direc- 
tors and coaches (from the state of Indi- 
ana). 


What is the criteria for being accepted? 
Over the summer, I went to a leadership 
conference in Indianapolis with (NHS 
senior) Tyrus Walker. As we talked and 
discussed in groups, people from the 
board walked around. 


Are members nominated or must they 
apply? First, (NHS athletic director 
Mike) McMillen asked a group to go to 
the conference. Tyrus and I were the 
only ones able to go. It was four days 
during the summer. 


How did you find out you were ac- 
cepted? The head of the NFS came up 
to me afterwards and asked me to be a 
part of the committee because she liked 
my ideas. 


Are there other NHS students named to 


the organization 
or have there 
been in the past? 
There is only one 
person from a 
school. Right 
now, I’m the only 
one from north- 
east Indiana. I be- 
lieve the closest 
is from Muncie. 


What is your po- 
sition? I’m just a 
student advisory 
board member 
because it’s my 
first year. There 
are no presidents 
or anything on 
the board. 


What are your re- 
sponsibilities and 
duties? The four 
meetings in In- 
dianapolis per 
year last about 
three and a half 
hours. Also on 
Oct 4a Nedra 
one-and-a-half 
hour meeting/ 
conference at Northrop. (Not because 
I’m from Northrop, it just happened that 
way.) It’s an athletic director and prin- 
cipal meeting. It will be another board 
member and me. It’s just to let others 
know what is going on in the IHSAA. 


What ideas do you plan to bring to the 
group? Our group had proposed an idea 
where a conference will be held for just 
Indiana people. It will be mandatory for 
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Northrop senior Greg Dowling has been named to an All- 
State commitee that meets to improve high school sports. 


students and one coach or teacher from 
each school to attend. There would be a 
ton of people and each school would be 
represented. 


How has this role affected you person- 
ally? I’ve gotten a lot of publicity. It’s 
helped out with colleges. It’s a big lead- 
ership role. But mostly, it’s just fun. ’'m 
honored to be a part of it. 


It's-a big leadership role. But mostly, it’s just fun. I’m 


honored to be a part of it. 
——__ __— seein 
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-senior Greg Dowling 


Superstar target 


for sex crimes 


He was the second high school 
Diayermever to be 
drafted in the first 
round of the NBA 
draft. He was an NBA 
All Star Game starter at 
age 19. He even had his 
own video game. In 
only his second season 
many people believed 
he would be the next 
Jordan. 

Kobe Bryant 
sat in a courtroom on 
trial for the rape of a 
19-year-old girl. He 
was accused of rape by an employee of 
a Colorado hotel resort in which he was 


Prime 
Time 


Dave Mann 


Sports scandals of the 
last 10 years 


1. Rae Carruth convicted of 
having his girlfriend murdered 


2. Patrick Dennehy of Baylor 
murdered by a teammate 


3. University of Minnesota 
athletes convicted of cheating 


4. Ken Caminiti admits using 
steroids during MVP season 


5. Michael Irvin caught in drug 
scandal with prostitutes 


LOR. 


a guest last 
May. She 
went to his 
hotel room 
and = after- 
ward claimed 
that he had 
raped her. 

Bryant 
began to step 
into his role 
as a super- 
Star. we 
learned how 
to advance 
his game 
while still 
Dany Pn ee 
within his 
role. He be- 
gan to con- 
trol the flow 
of a game. 
He could 
score at will 
on anyone in 
the league. 
He was becoming superior. 

Of course Bryant denied the 
woman’s claim. At first he claimed that 
nothing happened, but later came public 
that he was guilty -- of adultery. 

He admitted to having sex with 
the woman, but claimed she consented 
therefore it wasn’t rape. 

His overall game begins to con- 
trol in every aspect. Not only has he be- 
come one of the best all around scorers 
in the league, he now is one of the best 
one-on-one defenders in the NBA. He is 
also running the position Michael Jordan 
ran in the triangle offense, furthering 
comparisons between Bryant and Jordan. 

His trial is rapidly approaching. 
It becomes public that his accuser has had 
past mental health problems, but that in- 
formation is not able to be used by the 


mission by Reuters news service 


printed with | 


NBA superstar Kobe Bryant, in a press conference with his wife, 
claimed that he is innocent of the rape and assault charges for 
which he has been accused. 


defense. He has a hearing on Oct. 9. 

He won three NBA champion- 
ships by the time he was 24. He finished 
second in the league in scoring last sea- 
son. He was beginning to carry the torch 
passed down to him by all the great ones. 
He has the talent, athleticism, drive, men- 
tal ability, and leadership skills to go 
down as the greatest of all time. 

The case against him looks 
strong, though Bryant will still be al- 
lowed to play basketball until the out- 
come of the trial is decided. 

Two stories. One man. Kobe 
Bryant was the ultimate sports hero, but 
now his reputation is forever tarnished. 

Did Kobe rape the girl? I doubt 
it. Unfortunately athletes are guilty be- 
fore proven innocent in America’s minds 
all the time. 
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Jenny Cole provides 
team with leadership 


rachelle reichert 


“We got this girls!” yelled se- 
nior Jenny Cole to her volleyball team- 
mates in a recent match against Adams 
Central. 

Cole leads the girls’ volleyball 
team with 170 kills, 26 aces, 118 digs, 
and a 2.2 passing percentage. 

“She’s very critical of herself,” 
said head coach Neil Day. 

“T’ve matured a lot. Mentally, I’ve 


Serial killer: Senior Jenny Cole leads 
her volleyball team with 170 kills. 


become a whole 
different person. 
I’ve gotten a lot 
stronger,” said 
Cole: 

Dye kay aay, 
agreed as well. 

“She has 
matured possibly 
the most I’ve ever 
seen in just about 
every way you can 
imagine,” he said. 

As a fresh- 
man, Cole dressed 
varsity, but played 
mainly junior var- 
sity. “Since her 
sophomore year, 
Cole has been one 
of the key players 
for NHS girls’ vol- 
leyball. 

Day said, 
“That’s what will 
stay with me. 
That’s what I'll 
remember....She’s 
grown to be an ex- 
ceptional person.” 


Drew Bombard leads with defense 


tim 
bradburn 


Cur- 
rently, the 
boys’ soccer 
team is unde- 
feated in the 
SAC. Senior 
Drew Bom- 
bard has been a 
big part of that. 

Bom- 
bard continues 
to regularly 
CcOntribpate 
goals and as- 
sists to his 
team. 


Senior sweeper Drew Bombard 
sets up his teammates often with 
a growing number of assists. 


The best part of his game he said is being 
able to get all the soccer players involved. 

“T make sure everyone gets the ball,” he said. 

Bombard said NHS has helped him improve 
his soccer abilities and helped improve his teamwork 
abilities. 

“T would like to win at SAC, win sectionals 
and score more goals,” he said of his current soccer 
priorities. 

He said he also would like to play soccer af- 
ter his high school career. 

With his goals and assists, Bombard contin- 
ues to lead the NHS boys’ soccer team and be a force 
on the field. 


amanda ostoich 


It’s 6 a.m. on an early weekday 
morning. Junior Dan Ostlund has been 
up for a while, serving balls on an empty 
court while many students are probably 
still asleep in their beds. 

“My coach tells us we can be as 
good as we want to. That’s why I’m out 
there all of the time,” said Ostlund. 

With his determination and 
strong work ethic, Ostlund has proved 
to be the best player on the boys’ tennis 
team this year. 

He also says that while his de- 


termination improves his physical game, 
sometimes his mental game is lacking. 

“My baseline game has im- 
proved, but still needs the element of 
confidence,” he said. 

During the summer months, he 
went to a seven-week program coach 
Ron Barnes ran and even played in a few 
tournaments. 

Ostlund has improved through- 
out the season, including winning his 
first match on Sept. 22. 

“We have the potential to do 
very well,” he said. 


Junior Dan Ostlund works extensive 
hours to improve his baseline game. 


‘4 —, NA ports 


Boys’ soccer plays for SAC 
title and top rank in area 


With 10 wins, three losses and 
one tie, the boys’ soccer team remains 
undefeated in the SAC with a record 
of 7-0. 

“Tm really proud of the way 
our team has proved ourselves this 
year,’ said senior forward Alex Brown. 

They played at Hefner fields 
on Oct. 7 against Bishop Dwenger for 
the conference championship. 

“110 really excited. I can’t 
wait until we play for the SAC cham- 
pionship. I have a lot of confidence in 
our team,” added Brown. 


Volleyball team 1st place in 
the area Power Poll 


With a record of 20-6, over- 
all, and undefeated in the SAC, the 
volleyball team continues to be strong. 

So far, the team has been un- 
defeated in conference. 

“T’ve been pleased that they 
worked hard,” said coach Neil Day. 

The team has done a good job 
and is working its way to becoming 
undefeated champions. 

The next match will be a 
home game Oct. 16 at 6 p.m. against 
Woodlan. 


Football team unbeatable 
so far through October 


The football team continues to 
work hard in practice and at game time. 
The Bruins record now stands at 5-1 with 
their only loss being to Snider. 

“My goals is to maximize their 
potential,” said head coach Matt Stinson. 

Hoping to be more consistent on 
offense and defense, making this the fo- 
cus lately. 

“We could play better and be 
more consistent,” said senior center 
Mike Ripley. 

The next game the Bruins play 
is on Oct. 27 kicking off the beginning 
of the sectional games. 
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Boys’ cross-country fourth 
in state, winning the SAC 


The boys’ cross- country team 
has a record of 113-7 and is ranked 
fourth in the state after its recent Cul- 
ver invitational. 

“In the last week, they have 
maximized their potential. They have 
had more focus and I am happy with 
their performance,” said head coach 
Barrie Peterson. 

Current top runners, in order of 
best times, are seniors Brennon Plotner, 
Chris Gaffer, Tim Quandt, Corey Gaf- 
fer and freshman Bobby Moldovan. 

Other best time runners are 
sophomore Jordan Pulver, and juniors 
Brandon Walter and Matt Jeter. 

The next meet will be regionals 
this Saturday at Bellmont. The Bruins 
are favored to win. 


Girls’ golf sends Mess to 
state, Celizic to regionals 


Senior Camie Mess made it to 
the girls’ golf state finals, but was elimi- 
nated in the first round after shooting 
an 88. Prior to that, Mess was making 
aname for herself, including an impres- 
sive 2-under-par 70 at scetionals. 

At the SAC tournament, the 
whole team gained a record of 18 holes, 
a highest and new record for NHS. 
Their score tied fourth place in 
sectionals. 

“Our performance overall was 
very good,” said coach Dan Gibson. 

During the season, Mess made 
first-team All-SAC as well as the honor 
of going to state. Seniors Bridget 
Wilcox and Deb Celezic made All- 
State honorable mention. Celizic also 
qualified for regionals this year. 

“This season has definitely 
been the best I’ve had. The girls are 
close and since this being senior year 
we just want to have fun,” said Wilcox. 

Overall, the team SAC record 
was tied at 6-6. 


Girls’ cross-country goes 
through transition 


There are lots of new young 
runners on the girls’ cross-country team 
this year. 

“We’re rebuilding and im- 
proving in every meet,” said coach 
Tom Knudson. 

The team consists of one se- 
nior, two juniors, three sophomores and 
seven freshmen. 

The cross-country team com- 
peted in sectionals this past Tuesday, 
Oct. 14. 


Girls’ soccer coming 
along with young lineup 


The girls’ soccer team cur- 
rently has a record of 4-3 in the SAC. 

“The season is going great. We 
are all young and improving every 
game,” said sophomore defender 
Ashley Lewis. 

The team will be ending the 
season against Bishop Dwenger on 
Oct.7 and will then be moving onto 
sectionals. 

“We’ve played tough against 
good competition this year, but we 
haven’t gotten the wins,” said head 
coach Brian Booker. 


Boys’ tennis learned to 
play against the best 


“In tennis, you need to put a 
lot of time in to be successful and need 
to be ready before the season starts,” 
said head coach Ron Barnes. 

The tennis team ended its sea- 
son with a record of 0-12. 

Top players were junior Dan 
Ostlund, sophomore John Wassell and 
freshman Craig Wassell. 

Despite its losses, the tennis 
team has improved and served better 
as the season went on. 

“They are a good group of 
kids,” said Barnes. 
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Raja offers ethnic cuisine with few faults 


It reminded us of a real out-of- 
style ‘80s hair salon. The very teal walls 
with mannequin-shaped mirrors gave 
Raja Restaurant a unique atmosphere. 

The walls and décor did not re- 
semble any Indian traditions. Only the 
four or five Indian pictures on the wall 
hinted us to the 
food we were 
about to encoun- 
ter. 


Order Up 


Tbeee 
crispy homemade 
chips and sauce 
were great snacks 
as we tried to de- 
cipher the menu. 
For Jo’s first ex- 
perience at Indian 
food, she was 
lucky the descriptions were in English. 

Jo finally decided on chicken 
curry (ordered mild because the wait- 
ress said it would still be very spicy) 
while Amanda opted for the chana 
masala (vegetarian, of course). 


: Speak 
Out 


No, because it’s 
just a movie. It's 
not real. 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


-junior Stephanie Debacher 


The appetizer of vegetable 
samosas was excellent. Jo described 
them as a deep-fried chicken pot pie 
minus the chicken. It was a taste explo- 
sion which could be a meal of its own. 

Because we were the only two 
in the restaurant, our food came within 
15 minutes of ordering. Jo’s anticipated 
“spicy” chicken was hardly challenging 
her. Apparently, the curry was not hot 
that day. The chicken was tender, but 
was still pink. 

Amanda’s chana masala, 
however, was excellent. Also, 
both liked the Indian bread, Roti, 
with Amanda’s meal. 

The prices were reason- 
able. For both meals, the bill was 
not over $30. However, we tipped 
a lot because of the water-spilling 
incident Jo had all over the table. 
(In her defense, the bread was a 
bit greasy and the glasses had no 
safety handles for grip.) 

Of four desserts on the 
menu, two were not available. We 


then opted for the gulab juman (which 
Amanda ordered as the “small balls”’). 
Jo thought they tasted like and 
had the texture of small mounds of cake 
with a sweet sauce. However, Amanda, 
between gagging gulps, felt they looked 
and tasted like something on Fear Fac- 
tor. We both opted to eat one, hide the 
other in our take-out boxes, and run. 
Luckily for us, DeBrand Choco- 
lates was next door for a cannot-go- 
wrong dessert...chocolate truffles. B+ 


Raja restaurant is located on Coldwater 
Road across from Coldwater Crossing. 


Do R-rated movies persuade 


teen violence? 


No, you don't have 
to watch a movie 
to see violence. 


-senior 
Casey Watchorn 


No, because 

there are other 
things that 

influence people 
more than violence. 


-sophomore Jamal Robinson 


No, because they use movies as 


entertainment. It’s not (meant) 


to be an influence. 
-freshman Joel Bravick 


Yes. Everything that goes into your 
brain influences ‘you. 


-special education aide Deanna Deturk 


Stand and Deliver cast prepares for November premiere 


sarah leavell 


In the auditorium, cast 
members spread out in the few 
first rows waiting patiently for 
their turn to rehearse their 
scenes for this year’s fall play, 
Stand and Deliver. 

“Over the summer, I 
read 20 some plays, but this one 
kept coming back. I like the 
message,” said director Tim 
Miller. 

Actors in this year’s 
play have been rehearsing after 
school Monday-Friday since 
Sept. 22. The play will be 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 6 
and 7. 
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Senior Jerome Davis plays inner city 
school teacher Jaime Escalante in the 
Nov. 6-7 production of Stand and 
Deliver. Here he rehearses with 
sophomore Joel Grillo. 


The play takes place in poverty- 
stricken southeast Los Angeles. It’s a 
true story about math teacher Jaime 
Escalante, played by senior Jerome 
Davis. 

Escalante took a group of down- 
and-out, failing students in an inner city 
school and inspired them to pass a cal- 
culus class and score high on an AP cal- 
culus test. 

“T want to be an actor. It’s my 
senior year and I’ve never had a lead 
role, but I want to take a shot and have 
the experience,” said Davis. 

On the surface, Escalante is 
meant to be an inspirational character 
who achieves the extraordinary. But 
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Upcoming 
plays at 
Embassy 
theater 


Rent- Oct. 16 at 8 p.m. 
ticket prices: $31, $38 and $46 


Stomp- Nov. 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. 
ticket prices: $25, $35 and $42 


Great Russian Nutcracker- 
Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
ticket prices: $25, $35 and $45 


Saturday Night Fever- Dec. 9 at 
8 p.m. 
ticket prices: $31, $38, and $46 


Bob Becker’s Defending the 
Caveman- April 7 at 8 p.m. 
ticket prices: $31, $38 and $46 


The Sound of Music- May 11 and 
12 at 8 p.m. 
ticket prices: $31, $48 and $46 


-source: embassycentre.org, Oct. 2003 


Davis said he hopes to bring out other 
dimensions of Escalante too. 

“He never doubts himself be- 
cause he knows the conclusion in the 
back of his head. I like to play the char- 
acter with a misfortune,” said Davis. 

“T want to portray my character 
completely different from me.” 

Other lead actors include se- 
niors J.D. Hahn, Breanna Jacquay and 
junior Sam Herber. 

“The cast is very strong, par- 
ticularly the leads presenting the play,” 
said Miller. 

The production of Stand and 
Deliver is scheduled for Nov. 6-7 at 
7 p.m. Tickets cost $5. 
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A trio of scares to watch this Halloween 


tanya burgess 
rachelle reichert 


Editor’s note: The following are meant 
solely as reviews of classic horror films. 
Furthermore, any movies with an R rat- 
ing should be viewed only if 17 or older, 
or with someone who ts of age. 


Halloween 


The horror film Halloween 
is the first in the Michael Myers se- 
ries. 

Directed by John Carpen- 
ter, Halloween stars Jamie Lee 
Curtis; Charles Cyphers, Nancy 
Loomis, Donald Pleasence and P.J. 
Soles. 

In Haddonfield, [linois, 
on Halloween night of 1963, 6- 
year-old Michael Myers slaughters 
his teenage sister. He was put into 
a psychiatric institution where Dr. 
Loomis closely monitors him. 

After years of an institu- 
tional facility, Michael finally es- 
capes in 1978 before Halloween. 

Dr. Loomis tries to warn 
Haddonfield, but Michael stalks Laurie 
Strode and her friends. He constantly 
appears and torments Laurie and her 
friends Lynda and Anne as they make 
their Halloween plans. B- 


The Exorcist 


The Exorcistis a film about evil 
creeping into even the most quaint of 


Horror 
flicks 


now 
playing 


Cabin Fever. C+ 
Cold Creek Manor. C 


neighborhoods. 

Directed by William Friedkin, 
the movie stars Linda Blair; Lee J. Cobb 
Jack McGowran, Ellen Burstyn and 
Kitty Winn. 

The plot is based upon real 
events that happened in 1949 with a little 


The Scariest 
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girl named Regan. Played by 14-year- 
old Linda Blair, Regan proves quite a 
handful for her mother Chris MacNeil. 

When Regan gets completely 
out of hand, MacNeil calls Father Karras 
and Father Merrin to help. B- 


Silence of the Lambs 


Psychopath Hannibal Lector, 
played by Anthony Hopkins, has a pas- 
sion for seeping into people’s minds, and 


« 


Movie Of All Time. 
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Clarice Starling is one of them. 

This horror and suspense film 
stars Scott Glenn, Jodie Foster, Anthony 
Heald, Brooke Smith and Anthony 
Hopkins. 

Directed by Jonathan Demme, 
The Silence of the Lambs gives Starling 


jodie este /aninonyhaptins / seat gitun 
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the chance to encounter the violent Dr. 
Hannibal Lector. 

Starling is a top FBI student, 
training at an academy whose shrewd 
analysis of serial killers lands her a spe- 
cial assignment. Jack Crawford wants 
Clarice to interview Lector, who is serv- 
ing time behind bars for various acts of 
murder and cannibalism. 

The FBI knows that Hannibal 
has information on a mass murderer 
nicknamed Buffalo Bill who kills and 
mutilates young women. A 


Jeepers Creepers 2: C- 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre (2003 


remake): opening this weekend 


« Freddy vs Jason: B- 


-source: Entertainment Weekly 
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Movies launch popular Halloween costumes 


Trying to find a new scary cos- 
tume for Halloween shouldn’t be too 
hard. 

Stoner’s at Coldwater Crossing, 
Spencer’s, and Cow’s Halloween Store 
in the mall feature their most popular 
costumes like Freddy and Jason, inspired 
from the scary movie Freddy vs. Jason. 

Other movie-inspired costumes 
are pirate costumes from the movie Pi- 
rates of the Caribbean, wizard costumes 
from Harry Potter, Gandolf from The 
Lord of the Rings, and of course the all- 
time costume from the horror comedy 
Scary Movie. 

Anniescostumes.com recently 


Senior columnist Cierra Bodie shows off her cuddly 
bunny costume. The costume was found at Stoner’s 
Fun Store on South Harrison. Stoner’s and other 
stores in town rent out a variety of costumes. 
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has rated the most popular costumes for 
teenage girls. 

Pink cowgirl 
costumes rank high, 
which include boots, a 
hat, gloves and a vest. 

White velvet, 
halter-top bunny jump 
suits with gloves, fuzzy 
tail and ears rank high. 

Arabian prin- 
cess costumes with a 
lush purple vest, light 
purple sheer sleeves, 
gold tank underneath, 
and solid purple pants are up there too. 

For couples 
wanting to coordinate 
and match their cos- 
tumes, costumes from 
movies make a great 
pair. Neo and Trinity 
from the Matrix, Dare- 
devil and Electra from 
Daredevil, and Austin 
Powers and Felicity from 
Austin Powers are some 
examples. 

Other paired 
costumes that are popu- 
lar from movies are Bad 
Boys II costumes, that 
include full uniforms 
with bulletproof vests 
and handguns. Men in 
Black IT costumes in- 
clude black suits, black 
tented glasses, and hand- 
guns too. 

Other cool but 
traditional costumes that 
will never get old are 
mafia costumes. 

Anyone who 
would like to be a gang- 
ster for Halloween, from 


Trend 
Alert 


Cierra Bodie 


or Goodfellas for ex- 
ample, can find quite a 
selection at Stoner’s 


Scarface, The Godfather 


downtown. 

Stoner’s has mafia suits for 
women and men, in addition to pin- 
striped suits, black top hats, fake thin 
mustaches, fake cigars and fake machine 
guns. 

And if you want the paint-your- 
face-green thing while wearing regular 
street clothes, that’s cool too. 


Top Ten 


Scariest Movies 


1. The Exorcist 


2. A Nightmare on Elm 
Street 


3. The Shining 
4. Halloween 
5. Poltergeist 
6. Psycho 

7. Jaws 

8. The Others 


9. The Silence of the 
Lambs 


10. Seven 


-source; amazon.com, Oct. 2003 
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Impatience 
causes 
dangerous 
student lot 


staff editorial 


The Bruin driver sped into 
the parking lot and swept around 
the band tower not knowing that 
there was another car waiting at 
the other end. He didn’t bother to 
slow down to make sure that his 
path was clear. 

It’s ashame he wrecked his 
new car. If only he would have 
been careful. 

What’s Bruin? believes the 
student parking lot has become a 
dangerous place. 

In the first six weeks of 


school, staff members have re- 
ported being cut off, nearly in- 
volved in accidents, and sworn at 
because other drivers don’t care 
enough about safety to drive 
within the proper lanes. 

Much of the fault lies with 
the student body when it comes 
to problems in the student lot. 

Impatience is usually the 
factor 


shelby vorndran 


leading to 
many acci- 
dents. Some student drivers seem 
to feel they have the right away, 
and too bad for everyone else. 
Another contributing fac- 


Standardized tests useless? 


In the wake of President 
Bush’s 2002 No Child Left Be- 
hind Act that ensures students to 
take standardized tests such as 
ISTEP, PSAT and SAT, empha- 
sis also has shifted to whether or 
not these tests should even be 
mandatory for graduation or ac- 
ceptance to college. 

Recently reported on 
cnn.com, assessment tests inter- 
fere with a teacher’s valuable class 
time due to them sometimes hay- 
ing to teach what is in the test, in- 
stead of what they deem impor- 
tant. 


Also, if a school does not 
measure up to an adequate aver- 
age score, it may face conse- 
quences such as a variety of sanc- 
tions, including helping students 
relocate to other schools that have 
better performance levels. 

Are mandatory standard- 
ized tests truly preparing and 
pushing students to their highest 
level of achievement? Or are these 
tests a waste of students’ and 
teachers’ time? 

What’s Bruin? would like 
to publish your opinion on this 
topic. Responses should be sub- 


tor to the cause of accidents is that 
drivers are being too stubborn to 
back off the gas pedal and wait 
their turn. 

However, the student park- 
ing lot problems reach farther than 
just student drivers. Even pedes- 
trians seem to be slacking as they 
make their way from the school 

building. Just this year, a stu- 
dent was brushed by 
a school bus 
while care- 
lessly walk- 
ing away 
from the 
building 
a { tems 
schoo 
People have to watch it. 
Back to our Bruin driver: 
He went home to tell his father 
what happened to his brand-new 
car. The damage was extensive 
and his parents took away his li- 
cense. 


mitted to Room D111. Signed let- 
ters will appear in the next issue 
of What’s Bruin? Unsigned or 
partially unsigned letters will not 
be published. 

What’s Bruin? also re- 
serves the right to edit for space 
and will not publish letters con- 
taining malicious content or per- 
sonal attacks. 
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What do 
YOU 
THINK @ 


When is someone 
too old for trick- 
or-treating? 


|Z) Ofte 
Older kids 
wy, can have the 
fun of pass- 
ing treats 
out. 


—new office secretary 
Lora Wilkinson 


Never. 
Everyone 
should be 
able to 
enjoy it. 


-senior Tyrus Walker 


Never. 
Candy is 
good for 


everyone. 


Letters to the editor 


Slang is harmless 


I really don’t see anything 
wrong with this. Webster’s Dictionary 
puts swear and inappropriate words in 
it as well. So there really is no problem 
and it’s not hurting anyone. 


-freshman Kevin Polley 


Slang part of America 


Yo waz up dog? Yo, I be up in 
dis piece and was tinkin’ dat da slang 
should be in da dictionary. Peace out. 

Slang is a part of American cul- 
ture and should be recognized by the 
people who publish dictionaries. 


-freshman Nick Stieber 


No slang in dictionaries 


I don’t think that slang should 
be put in dictionaries. It’s really stupid 
to put those whatever-you-call-it words 
in the dictionary. 

People think that it makes them 
look cool and stylish. Yeah right! 

Besides, all of those rap artists 
that make up the words are just doing it 
for the money. 

It’s dumb and should not be put 
in the dictionary. 


-freshman Alexis Clippinger 


Middle 
school age. 
High school 
» students 
* tend to go 
overboard. 


-sophomore Ashley 
Rigelman 


Homosexual 
marriage should not 
be denied 


How would same-sex mar- 

riages harm your average heterosexual? 

Being disgusted by physical 

love between two people of the same sex 

doesn’t constitute a significant threat to 

your “pursuit of happiness.” Personally, 

I am disgusted when I see students make 

out in the hallways, but I still manage to 
live a happy life. 

The legislative branch of the 
United States does not base its laws on 
religious teachings. Obviously, many of 
our laws have been influenced by reli- 
gious beliefs, but our government should 
never deny any American of a legal 
privilege or right because of the decla- 
rations of a religious document. The 
wisdom of the First Amendment protects 
us from such an injustice. 

Lastly, it would be ridiculous 
for me to write such an editorial and ig- 
nore the traditional belief that marriage 
has always been between a man and a 
woman. Feel free to call me a crazy lib- 
eral, but in my opinion the most impor- 
tant component of a marital relationship 
is love. If two people of the same sex 
love each other and want to celebrate 
their relationship through marriage, why 
should they be denied that opportunity? 


-history teacher Brian Hill 


Driving age. 
; There are 


more 
options to 


have fun on 
Halloween. 
-freshman Ally Dove 
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Safe haven law good for overall society 


Baby Jane never made it home 
on March 14, 2002. She never made it 
past that dark cold alley on Lafayette 
Street, and she never even got the 
chance. 

Baby Jane, baby Jane Doe that 
is, was one of two abandoned infants 
found in surrounding Allen County in 
2002. Today, baby Jane Doe is buried 
under a gravestone simply labeled Jane 
Doe. No one knows where she came 
from, or what she could have grown to 
be. 

Our government is trying to 
change this. In an effort to prevent in- 
fant abandonment, many states have 
passed safe haven laws, or Baby Moses 
laws. 

Safe haven laws make infant 
abandonment legal and anonymous for 
mothers if a baby is dropped off before 
a certain age and if the infant appears 
unharmed. This age varies from state to 
state between three and 45 days. 

These deserted babies can be 
dropped off at police stations, fire sta- 
tions, hospitals, or even flagged-down 
paramedic vehicles. 

To date, 45 states have passed 
similar laws as those of the safe haven 
law or the Baby Moses law. 


In March of 2000, Indiana 
passed a law called the Indiana Safe Ha- 
ven Infant Protection Act. Yet, even 
though the law was passed, many ba- 
bies are still found in the dumpsters and 
in local Ft. Wayne neighborhood streets. 

Many 
people are unaware of 
the recent Indiana law. 
When our state govern- 
ment passed the act, it 
didn’t take into consid- 
eration that the law 
would need to be pub- 
licized. 


Intuition 


Luck- 
ily, Robert Floyd, a 
public relations and ad- 
vertising representa- 
tive, is hoping to make 
Hoosiers more aware of the new law. 
He is working on getting the safe haven 
law some service announcements on 
billboards, TV, anywhere he can. 
Representative Ronnie Sutton 
of North Carolina says, “We’re sending 
the wrong message. Go out there, repro- 
duce like rabbits, just be sure to drop 
them off with someone within 15 days.” 
The safe haven law might re- 
lieve some worry from irresponsible 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


girls or women who get pregnant. But, 
with safe haven laws or not, these same 
girls and women are going to make these 
same irresponsible mistakes. I would 
rather see their so-called mistakes even- 
tually go to loving mothers who want a 
baby rather than in a garbage bag or ina 
dumpster. 

Many others argue that we are 
only encouraging mothers to not seek 
the pre-natal care needed when pregnant, 
and to instead wait until the baby is born 
to seek help. 

The safe haven program will 
handle mothers whose babies have not 
yet been born. 

If a woman has simple options 
to give away her child at birth, then 
hopefully the woman will make the right 
decision of whether or not she is respon- 
sible enough to take care of the baby. 

We need to publicize the laws. 
We need to make sure that women, or 
scared young teenage girls, know their 
options if they happen to get pregnant. 

If baby Jane’s mother would 
have known of the safe haven law, 
maybe Jane would have grown to be the 
first woman President, a successful doc- 
tor, or a well-known author. But of 
course, these are all what-ifs. 


FYI: Some facts of safe haven laws 


@ Safe Haven Infant Protection Act is a law that gives a person the right to give up an unwanted infant anonymously. As 
long as the baby has not been abused, the person may do so without fear of prosecution. (Source: www.savehaven.tv) 


@ Safe haven measures are in place or are being considered in 25 states. 


(Source: www.cnn.com) 


@ Five infants under the age of one are killed each week in America. (Source: CNN review of FBI statistics) 


@ Atleast 18 babies have been abandoned in Indiana since 1990, not counting those left at hospitals immediately after 
birth. (Source: The Indianapolis Star) 


@ In 1998, 105 babies were abandoned in unsafe places. 
(Source:U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) 


® Safe haven hotline: 1-877-796-4673 
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Yes 
stephanie phillips 


High school students are con- 
stantly having a test thrown in their face. 
Many of them don’t study, then become 
irritated when the test is handed out, 
forcing them to look off a neighbor’s 
test. 

According to ihigh.com, a website containing in- 
formation on teens, many students around the country said 
they want to be the best at everything, admitting that they’re 
too competitive. 

Most students know of the recent banning of 
Powderpuff and the Homecoming week obstacle course that 
replaced it. This was partly the result of last year’s se- 
niors who cheated by stapling their flags to their belts, 
then after losing, became rude and refused to shake 
hands with the victorious juniors. 

Competitive teens want to prove that 
they’re the best at everything, and quite often, 
they'll challenge another teen who will ac- 
cept because they don’t want to be 
called chicken. They want to prove — 
that they can do anything, making ~ 
them just as competitive as their 
challenger. 

Another example of teen 
competitiveness is last year’s —-—_~ 
hazing incident during a pow- 
der puff game in Chicago. Se- 
niors were caught on video 
throwing garbage, human fe- 
ces, blood, and animal organs 
at the juniors. They were 
also witnessed beating the 


eric snyder 


juniors with bats, buckets, —__—> 
and fish. 
Ihigh.comalsore- 


ported that coaches and 
parents will tell young ath- 
letes, “It’s not how you play 
the game, it’s whether you win 
or lose.” 

True, some students don’t care about winning. They 
just want to have fun, but so many of today’s teens feel 
they aren’t good at anything if they lose. 

Students cheat on tests so often that teachers have 
began making two versions of tests to hand out to avoid 
cheating. It’s just because teens are so competitive to be 
the best. 


Are teens 
too 
competitive? 


LUME RE o> 


No 
jo minnich 

Greensboro, North Carolina: A 
mom is charged for hitting a teenage 
referee after a soccer game. 

Cleveland, Ohio: A 15-year-old 
boy punched by a soccer father. 

Massachusetts, July 7: Michael Costin died from 
being attacked by a hockey player’s father after practice. 

According to Michael James and Tracy Ziemer, 
authors of “Bad Sports,” there are no hard statistics to prove 
teen violence in sports is on the rise. 

However, there are many hard statistics that show 
parent violence at children’s sporting events on the rise. 

A recent Florida survey of 

500 adults showed that 82 per- 
cent feel parents are too ag- 
gressive at youth sporting 
events. 

One community north of 
West Palm Beach, Florida, be- 
came the first to institute a pro- 
gram for parents to address and 

calm aggression on the side- 
lines. The mandatory 
sportsmanship class re- 
quires parents to 
watch a video and 
sign code of conduct 
forms--or their chil- 
dren do not play sports. 
Teens are not the 

most violent participants 
in sports. The violent ones 
are sitting on the sidelines. 
——— Most teenagers 
grasp the idea that win- 
ning is not what the 
game is all about. Sure, 
sometimes a player be- 
a comes too rough, but nor- 
mally, the rift is quickly re- 


solved. 

Most parent brawls are not that lucky to stop early 
on. When adults at a “tiny mate” football game in Repton, 
Alabama, began fighting with each other and the children 
players, National Guard police were called to regain order. 

One 10-year-old player who was there summed it 
up: “We had to end our game because the grownups 
couldn’t act any better.” 
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Paradise «. 


Mark Bradburn / Owner-Instructor 
Melissa Culbertson / Instructor 


3735 Parkhill Ave. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 


Teen group dance lessons 
Sundays 2-3 p.m. 


1 -877-484-3257 bring in this AD for a free group lesson 


Parent layoffs leave Bruins concerned 


Recent local businesses downsize, leaving many futures uncertain 


|-can tell 

there is a lot 
of tension at 
NOME, -unioe katign eb 


rachelle reichert 


“They told them to pack up their 
stuff,” said junior Kathryn Erb. 

Erb’s stepfather was told this as 
Builder’s Plumbing & Heating planned 
to close. 

Jim Brewer, Erb’s stepfather, 
went into work one day towards the end 
of summer and was told that his com- 
pany would be shutting down that day. 
There was no need for him to come back 
tomorrow. 

Brewer, who had worked at 
Builder’s Plumbing & Heating for over 
10 years, wasn’t given any notice or 
warning that this would happen. 

Since the layoff, Brewer has not 
been able to find work, and he hasn’t 
received any compensation or benefits 
from Builder’s Plumbing & Heating. 

“T can tell there is a lot of ten- 
sion at home,” said Erb. “My mom’s 
been on edge. We don’t know when he’s 
going to find a job and where it’s going 
to be.” 

Erb’s mom, who is locally em- 
ployed at K & K Insurance Group In- 
corporated, now picks up as many over- 
time hours as she can. 

Erb is worried that her family 
might end up having to move to a 


What's Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include names and class. This 


includes letters wishing to be 
published anonymously. 
Submit all letters to Room D111. 


Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 


’ for length and appropriateness. 


What's Bruin? will not publish any material containing 


malicious, personal attacks. 
What's Bruin? is printed monthly by 


Fort Wayne Printing. 


-cover photos by Sandy Dunwoody 


smaller house if her step 
dad doesn’t find a job. 

“My family is 
struggling now since he’s 
unemployed,” said Erb. 

Many other Ft. 
Wayne families are strug- 
gling because of recent lay- 
offs and downsizing too, 
and in the same way as 
Erb’s family. 


-see Layoffs/next page 
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Layoffs/from page 3 


Slater Steel Corporation, a steel mill com- 
pany, is in the process of a possible shutdown of 
the Ft. Wayne plant. Lincoln National Life Insur- 
ance Company also just downsized and many area 
residents lost their jobs due to this. 

Senior Cassie Amans’ mother was em- 
ployed at Lincoln Life for 29 years until this fall, 
when her position was eliminated. Theresa Amans 


The hard- sti." *™ 
est part is 

just not 
Knowing. 


Theresa 
will receive 
-senior Emily Didrick 


severance pay 
for one year of 
unemploy- 
ment, but has 
lost all health 
benefits. 

le hee 
Amans are 
worried about 
money to pay 
the bills, but 
Cassie has faith that everything will be all right. 

“Tt will be hard, but it’I all work out in the 
end,” said Cassie. 

For senior Emily Didrick and her brother, 
junior Andy Didrick, a layoff in the family is all 
too familiar. 

John Didrick, their father, is pending a lay- 
off at Slater Steel Company. 

John has worked for the company for nearly 
20 years, but the company is looking at closing its 
Ft. Wayne plant. 

“We're not really sure what’s going to hap- 
pen. The hardest part is just not knowing—Not 
having all the questions by the company answered,” 
said Emily. 

She said a main concern is finances. She 
plans to go to college next year, but doesn’t know 
what to expect. 

“It has the potential to get very bad. It has 
potential that I will have to start forking over some 
of my paycheck to pay for family expenses,” she 
said. 

“The fact that Ft. Wayne is losing so many 
jobs is scary,” said Emily. 

“There are just not the jobs that there used 
to be.” 


Changing history 
The newly founded history club is giving 
the fix for high school historical fanatics 


stephanie phillips 


History teacher Brian Hill and some of his students decided 
they should get together to watch a historical movie. 

The idea grew, became a club, and all students are now wel- 
come to Northrop’s history club. 

The club idea was also helped by a letter 


from Hill to the editors of The Jour- 7) 


nal- Gazette and The News-Sen- 
tinel about a speech President 
George W. Bush made. 
Hill’s claim was that 
Bush’s comments were 
historically inaccurate. 

“It was incor- 
rect... He was sugarcoating 
history,” said senior member Tom 
Noll. 


The club is still developing 
and is designed to give Bruins a voice 
and a place to discuss and debate politi- 
cal issues. They will also choose certain 
nights to view historical movies. Hill also 
mentioned going to the World War II mu- 
seum in Auburn. 


The club plans to 
focus on almost any 


| | ke h ISto ry See back to 
A the big bang (theory) 
and gett ng sail want to,” said 


“It’s enjoyable so 
far,” said senior Mike 
Decker, who helped 
start the club. “I like 
history and getting 
together with people 
who like it as much as 
Tdos 

The club is still re- 
cruiting. If anyone is 
interested, contact 
Decker or Hiligimn 
Room D103. 


together with 
people who 
like it as 
much as | do. 


-senior Mike Decker 
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NKEC officially comes to Northrop 


Senior Kyle Finn helps get first-ever kickball club 


cierra bodie 


It goes by the abbreviations 
NKBC. Welcome the new Northrop 
kickball club. 


Starting ¢ club 


Ever thought of starting a club 
at Northrop? Here are the steps: 


= Get an in-school sponsor 


= Have a purpose, mission, guidelines, rules, 
meeting dates and places, financial needs, and 


activities planned 


= Submit all the above in writing to assitant prin- 


cipal Chery] Strader 


= If Strader approves, the idea is presented 
to principal Ahlersmeyer for final approval 


“It’s going to be the most 
stinkin’ awesome club at Northrop,” said 
club founder senior Kyle Finn. 

After waiting almost three 
months to be approved, the club is fi- 
nally official. 

“T’ve had the idea for six 
months.... This year I proposed it to the 
administrators many times, but no one 
wanted to hear me out,” said Finn. 

Principal Barb Ahlersmyer and 


assistant principal Chery] Strader agreed 
to Finn’s idea and saw potential in the 
club. 

“NKBC is going to be in ca- 
hoots with the tailgate club, because it 
too is a club mainly cel- 
ebrating Bruin spirit,” 
said Finn. 

The NKBC will be held 
in the spring. There will 
be tournaments, not only 
with Northrop students, 
but students from other 
local high 
schools, 
such as 
Snider, 
Northside, 
Wayne, 
Southside, 
or any 
other high 
school 
thipa st 
agrees 
LO 
get involved. Finn 
has plans to orga- 
nize a huge 
Northrop vs. 
Sane teat 
game. 

“] 
want to have a tour- 
nament against Snider un- 
der the lights on the football field. 
If we can do that, I know everyone will 


off the ground 


have a great time,” said Finn. 

NKBC is also an international 
club. Students from different countries 
will also be joining. Other activities in- 
clude; volunteering in the community, 
raking leaves, nursing home visits, and 
food drives for the homeless. 

Other recreational activities will 
be laser and paint ball tag and dodge ball 
and kickball in the gym. 

“The more people that join, the 
more ideas we can come up with,” said 
Finn. 

Sign-ups are being held in all 
lunch mods with a cost 
of $10. 
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Over 
100 people 
have already signed 
up. The first meeting 
was held on Nov. 11. 
Finn has an 
ambition to make this 
club known at Northrop. 
“T want anyone and ev- 
eryone to be a part of NKBC. 
It’s going to be the coolest 
event at Northrop,” he said. 


| want anyone and everyone to be a part 
of NKBC. It's going to be the coolest 
event at Northrop. senior Kyle Finn, Northrop kickball club founder 
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NHS provides 
for local charity 


The Northrop National Honor 
Society is continuing to support The 
Circle, a local non-profit organization 
which supplies diapers and sack lunches 
to those in need in the Ft. Wayne com- 
munity. 

NHS is also sponsoring two 
families this Christmas through The 
Circle. They will provide gift certificates 
and gifts for the family to have a holi- 
day dinner. 

NHS has been collecting soap 
and shampoo for the Healthy Cities Fair 
that will take place on Nov. 14. 

The collected items will be put 
in gift bags and given to those who at- 
tend the event that provide medical and 
dental services to those in need. 

Every year, two senior nomi- 
nees are chosen for a National Honor 
Society scholarship. Stephanie 
Fenstermaker and Rachelle Reichert are 
the two seniors nominated this year. 

This past month, NHS partici- 
pated in the annunal cancer walk. The 
group earned close to $1200 in dona- 
tions, a $300 increase from last year. 


ISS brought back to 


sarah leavell 


“T almost got into a fist fight 
with a student. I let my words get the 
best of me. Now I’m in ISS (in-school 
suspension),” said senior Mitchell 
Fleming. 

ISS is back at Northrop to help 
deal with behavior problems, and many 
students like Fleming are being sent 
there for a class period, sometimes even 
all day, or many days. 

“In order to follow the FWCS 
student behavior guide, we needed ISS 
in school for students who don’t need 
to be suspended out of school,” said 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer, who rein- 


CALM stays over 
for training 


Concerned Adolescents for 
Leadership in Mediation (CALM) is pre- 
paring for its annual overnight media- 
tion training which will take place this 
weekend, Nov. 14-15, here at Northrop. 
There will be 15-20 students participat- 
ing. 

Sponsor Earl Robinson is hop- 
ing for members to be team mediation 
leaders. 

Any students interested in 
CALM should contact Robinson in 
Room D11. 


Math league 
meeting Dec. 2 


Math league will be Dec. 2 in 
the cafeteria. Students must meet by 2:45 
p.m. and will be released at 3:15 p.m. 

Students enrolled in integrated 
math 5&6 or above are recommended 
to compete. The top five scores will be 
submitted to the state competition. 

For more information, see Eric 
Erdman in Room D208. 


stated the program. 

There are different reasons for 
why students might go to ISS. 

“They can only be admitted 
through an administrator. It may be the 
result of a referral or actions of what they 
do,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

Located in room C102, ISS is 
not meant to be fun. It’s punishment. 

“After being there, the student 
shouldn’t want to go back. The most 
important thing is getting students back 
in class,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

According to her, the process of 
progressive discipline is working. This 
can be shown through Fleming. 


Six Bruins compete 
for scholarship 


The social studies department 
had a callout for students in grades 10- 
12 to take part in the American Legion 
stroke flag test. Six students applied and 
will be testing in the middle of Novem- 
ber. 

The test covers three levels of 
government and consists of an objective 
test and a 300-word essay. The levels 
are local, state, and national government. 

A boy and girl in each grade will 
be selected to represent the district. The 
district winner will then compete in a 
contest for a $500 scholarship. 


Cheerleaders 
prepare for winter 


Cheerleaders are putting on a 
winter camp for children between the 
ages of 4 and 14. The participants will 
cheer at the basketball game on Dec. 13. 

In the meantime, cheerleaders 
are practicing for the basketball season. 
The first game and cheer date will be 
Nov. 19 against Northside. 


Northrop 


“I’m out of class, I don’t want 
to be here anymore. It is hurting my 
track career.” 

The students that are in ISS 
with nothing to do will soon be plenty 
busy. 

“There have been educational 
computer games ordered, so that the 
learning process is still being done,” 
said Ahlersmeyer. 

Upon being implemented, and 
to get things started, ISS was first su- 
pervised by a FWCS substitute teacher. 

Now, the regular supervisor of 
ISS is assistant boys’ track coach 
Charles Whitfield. 
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life? 


Senior Elvisa Rizvanovic and 
sophomore lan Hunter tell their 
stories; give insight into what has 
made them who they are 


amanda ostoich 


oth in two completely separate places at two separate times, 
they look up. And in each of their eyes, a shiny tear gleams, 
threatening to give way. 

Senior Elvisa Rizvanovic shares the story of her brother 
she never met, tragically passing away of a fever before she was 
born in her native country Bosnia. 

“My dad didn’t have the money with him, and the doctor 
didn’t help him. He refused,” she recalled. She looked up, reveal- 
ing the one shiny tear and a brave smile. 

Sophomore Ian Hunter stepped in 
front of the shadowy spotlight, brush- 
ing his feet along the dusty stage. 

Playing the character of Tito 
Guitano in the fall play Stand and De- 
liver, Hunter stands on stage and begins 
to speak, describing his life in dilapidated 
southeast Los Angeles. His character 
struggles with people underestimating 
him because of his background and 
neighborhood, and shares these struggles 
through a powerful monologue. 
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Above, “Some 
kids don’t really 
appreciate what 
they’ve got,” said 
senior Elvisa 
Rizvanovic. 
Right, Sopho- 


more lan Hunter 8 Hunter looks up in the sharp spot- 
played Tito B light and in his shadowed eye, you can 
Guitano al € see a small shiny tear, representing the 
set eapaas 1 is hardships of his character. 

Daven : = Two teens with two stories, 
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| just want to go 
back (to Bosnia) 
and see my family” 


-senior Elvisa Rizvanovic 


strengths, and lives, yet in some ways aren’t so different. The thou- 
sands of students who attend Northrop all have different paths of life, 
but it is that unique range that makes our school so diverse. 

Rizvanovic grew up in Bosnia during a time of devastation 
and destruction. Part of her education was interrupted and had to be 
repeated, all because of war. Her father fought for eight months, which 
was a time of anxiety for Rizvanovic. 

“T didn’t see him. I thought he was dead. We were staying at 
this one place and there was a knock on the door. They opened it and 
it was my dad,” she said. 

Not everything in Rizvanovic’s life ended with such happy 
endings though. Her mother and younger sister still live in Bosnia 
along with most of her other family after her parents’ divorce. 

Despite her stormy past, Rizvanovic has overcome these hard- 
ships to get where she has today, a soon-to-be high school graduate. 

She said, “The war pretty much changed everything.” 

While she has overcome struggles in her life, she also recog- 
nizes others have it worse than her in their past. 

Many Northrop students face obstacles that have set them 
back. Most of these students have the strength to bounce back and 
live the life they want to live. 

Hunter was born and raised in Ft. Wayne by his parents, who 
shaped who he is today. 

“(My mom) and I are exactly alike in personality,” he said. 

While Hunter acknowledges the presence of his parents in 
his life, he also strives to be an individual. 

“T just want to grow up to be my own person,” said Hunter. 

A social student, Hunter is active in not only the school play, 
but also involved in Charisma and student council. 

“T love the whole day because I get to see a lot of different 
people,” said Hunter. 

Rizvanovic said she spends most of her free time hanging 
out with friends or going shopping. She also spends quality time with 
her family. 

In her free time, “Some kids don’t really appreciate what they’ve got. They 
Rizvanovic said don’t appreciate their family. They have so much to offer,” she said. 
she enjoys Rizvanovic is also starting to focus on her future. She plans 
shopping, friends, to graduate and attend a college in the fall, but is still deciding which 
and quality time would best fit her. 

with family. “T just want to grow up, be my own person, and succeed. Go 
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to college and be something I’m 
proud of,” she said. 

Many Northrop teens are 
having to face hard decisions about 
where to attend college or what 
type of career they would like to 
pursue. 

This generation has many 
opportunities open after high 
school graduation and college. 

“T ve always wanted to do 
something with animals,” said 
Hunter about his future. His vol- 
unteering at the Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo has helped him gain 
career experience. 

Many teens today face 
more than planning for their future. 
The present actions of Northrop 
students may affect how their fu- 
tures will pan out, and even affect 
our future generations. 

According to the 1998 Na- 
tional Household Survey on Drug 
Abuse, each year, students spend 
$5.5 billion on alcohol. This is 
more than students spend on soft 
drinks, tea, milk, juice, coffee, or 
books combined. 

“They have that chance, 
and they take advantage of it,” said 
Rizvanovic. “Have fun, but be 
careful. You never know what can 
happen.” 

While drugs and alcohol 
are a major problem in Northrop’s 
population, we also face more sim- 
plistic problems than these. 


Everyone’s gone |, 


A 1998 survey con- 
ducted by the National Con- 
stitution Center reported that 
while 75 percent of students 
age 13-17 know where to find 
the zip code 90210 (Beverly 
Hills), but only 25 percent of 
these teens know what city the 
Constitution was written in 
(Philladelphia). 

This shows a clear re- 
lationship between the pre- 
dominance of television above 
our country’s history. 

“We don’t have a lot 
of cultural history, and don’t 
pay attention to it. It’s sad,” 
said Hunter. 

Despite the hardships 
and events of their pasts, 
Northrop students are taking 
steps toward the future, one 
day at a time. 

That one tear that 
both Rizvanovic and Hunter 
share represents something. 

For Rizvanovic, it 
represents the obstacles she 
has overcome to become the 
person she is today. 

For Hunter, that one 
tear shows how serious he 
takes his acting, and how 
much effort he puts into his 
work. 

That one tear repre- 
sents Northrop students: their 
pasts, presents, and futures. 


through some- 
thing difficult. 


-sophomore lan Hunter 
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“| love the whole day 
because | get to see a 
lot of different people,” 
said Hunter, who is 
involved in Northrop’s 
student council and 
Charisma. 
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Bruin Helping Hands, a Northop club run 
by students with severe disabilities 
jo minnich 

She wants to be a comedian and a food critic. 


Her favorite classes are English and history. She’s 
19 years old and likes bowling. 


Leah Golden has many of the same interests and aspirations as 
most teenagers. 

Growing up, she was like any other youth. She also made honor 
roll in middle school. Then, her life changed. Golden developed a physical 
and mental disor- 
der that would af- 
fect the rest of her 
life. 

Because 
of this, Golden, 
along with nine 
other Northrop 
students, are part 
of Northrop’s se- 
verely disabled class. one also make up North-rop’s Bruin Help- 
ing Hands. 

Bruin Helping Hands 1s a club and class which allows stu- 
dents with severe disabilities to gain everyday life skills and be in- 
volved in the community. 

Teacher Melanie Dirig is the group’s sponsor. She’s been 
at Northrop for six years now. According to Dirig, Northrop has the 
best special disabilities program in the area. 

“Elmhurst has a program. It’s bigger, but I think we’ re the 
best. It’s small, but we have a lot of help,” she said. 

Students learn to take care of themselves so one day they 
can live in a group home with other special needs students. 

“We make food, do laundry, practice housekeeping, self- 
care, just promoting independence,” said Dirig. 

Upon entering Room E105, each student was doing some- 
thing different. Cinderella was playing in the background, and each 
student was responding in their own way. 

According to Dirig, teaching is difficult because each stu- 
dent responds to different teaching methods. 


VO |S sight 


Other Bruin Helping Hands duties include rinsing out 
pop cans from the building before recycling. Jessica 
Huffman and Katelyn Sharpe-Cook do their share. 


Crunch time: Bruin Helping Hands members Matt 
Jordan and Vernon Cobbins get to crush pop cans. 
The club is in charge of Northrop’s recycling program. 


“I have 10 different 
teaching styles,” said Dirig. 

When they are Bruin Helping 
Hands, the students participate in numer- 
ous activities in and out of school. 

At Northrop, the group collects 
recycling bins along with other various 
jobs for teachers. For example, football 
coach, Matt Stinson has the group fill 
pamphlets in the spring. 

Bruin Helping Hands also goes 
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on many field trips, including the local 
Franciscan Center to help with the sack 
lunch program. They go to the library 
every other week and go grocery shop- 
ping on Mondays, making lists with pho- 
tos. 

“Once on a trip to the grocery 
store, a kid stomped on a 10-pound bag 
of tootsie Rolls and it exploded every- 
where,” said Dirig. 

According to Dirig, success 1s 
just watching the kids and the program 


) Student Spotlight 


Q: Favorite color and why? 

A: Purple. Ever since I was little, I liked the color. 
Q: Favorite movie? 

A: Save the Last Dance 

Q: Favorite quote or any words of wisdom to 


A: If you love something, let it go. If it comes 
back to you, it’s yours. If it doesn’t, it was never 
meant to be. 


ior Kristina Sordelet 


Q: Describe 
your ideal va- 
cation. 

A: Somewhere 
warm where I 
can have a lot 
of fun with all 
my friends. 

Q: What are 
your long-term 
goals? 

A: To finish 
college, get a 
good job, and 
to start a fam- 
ily. 


grow. However, one success story in 
particular stood out to her. 

“There was a child who could 
only use one hand when he started here 
at Northrop. Now, he’s using both 
hands,” she said, smiling as she remem- 
bered. 


Dirig said in the end, her job is 
extremely rewarding. 

“You don’t know how much 
you take for granted until you work with 
students with disabilities.” 


You don't know how much you take for granted 
until you work with students with disabilities. 


-Bruin Helping Hands sponsor Melanie Dirig 
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Greg Rahrer takes over as Bruins’ 


kyle ellis 


In the past three seasons of girls’ 
basketball, three different head coaches 
have led the Northrop team. 

This season, last year’s assistant 
coach, Greg Rahrer, will lead. 

Rahrer is a sixth-grade science 
teacher at Jefferson Middle School. He 
has been a head football coach at 
Jefferson, as well as an assistant boys’ 
basketball coach at Leo High School. 

When last year’s coach, Bonnie 
Bonelli, moved to Indianapolis to coach, 
Rahrer was given the top spot. 


How long have you been coaching? 
About 16 years. 


How were you selected for the head 
coaching position? When former coach 
Bonelli took the job in Indianapolis, she 
and I talked about it. At the time, a head- 
coaching job wasn’t a priority, but she 
thought that it would be good for the 
team and a smoother transition if the 
girls had a coach they were familiar 
with. 


What was your reaction when you found 
out that you got the job? I was very ex- 
cited. It’s a great opportunity and they 
are a great bunch of girls. The Northrop 
program has always been one of quality 
and that had a big influence in my ap- 


plying. 


Do you feel any pressure being the third 
coach in the last three years? No, I 
thought that coach Bonelli did a good 
job with the girls last year. 


Will you be 
making any 
changes in 
how the team 
is run? Losing 
Kxesias sc Vv 
(Corbin, a col- 
lege freshman 
now playing 
for Ball State) 
and Tricia Lee 
hurt a little bit, 
but I am going 
to try and keep 
things pretty 
much the same 
as last year 
with just a little 
bit of tweaking 
as the season 
progresses. 


Do you think 
losing Corbin 
and Lee will 
have an effect 
on the team? 
Kelsey was a 
good leader 
and Tricia was 
only a sopho- 
more. Those 
two were responsible for 50 percent of 
the offense, but I think the younger play- 
ers will be fine as they gain more expe- 
rience. 


What is like for you to be coaching your 
daughter (junior Brittany Rahrer)? It’s 
fun because when you have a chance to 
work with your kid, it’s a once in a life- 
time opportunity. We have a great rap- 


The Northrop program has always 
quality and that had a big influence in my applying. 


-new girls’ basketball coach Greg Rahrer 
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coach 


New girls’ 
basketball 
-coach Greg 

Rahrer is 
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port. I am looking forward to it and I 
think that she is too. 


Who will you be looking to for leader- 
ship this season? I think that senior 
Kaitlin Ward will provide good leader- 
ship. I saw a lot of that out of her in vol- 
leyball. It also should be interesting to 
see which of the juniors step up as lead- 
ers. 


been one of 
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Northrop athletes shine off field 


When he’s on the football field, 
you'll never see Charles Bailey show- 
boating. Of course not, he’s way too 
busy to do that. 

He’s way too busy 
scoring touchdowns, making 
big stops on defense, and get- 
ting big first-down runs to 
showboat. 

When a football 
player scores a touchdown, 
he’s told by his coaches to act 
like he’s been there before. 
That’s probably why Bailey 
is so professional when he 


Prime 
Time 


Brandon Walter for instance. This is a 
guy that, instead of worrying about him- 
self, stood at the finish line where he pro- 
ceeded to shake the hands of ev- 
eryone that crossed the finish line. 

What was that about 
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our generation being selfish and Best players that went 
self-serving? straight from high school 
Walters is only one ex- to the NBA 


ample of how many athletes are 
more than willing to help out their 
fellow athletes and become bet- 
ter people because of it. 

This season, three girl 
golfers were academic all-state: 


1. Kevin Garnett, forward, 
Minnesota Timberwolves 


scores. I mean, he’s gotten seniors Deb Celizic, Camie Mess eo beB Ey ant SugtonLOs 
there 20 times this year. Dave Mann and Bridget Wilcox. All three also AUS 
Bailey, not only be- are in the top 12 in their class. 
ing probably the best all-around foot- Senior Mike Ripley 3. Tracy McGrady, guard- 
ball in the area, is also a true class act. was the starting center for the football forward, Orlando Magic 
Northrop may have some of the team. He’s also the senior class presi- 
best athletes around. dent, anda very activemem- 4. Jermaine O’Neal, forward- 
Northrop athletes are ber of the student center, Indiana Pacers 
also some of the _ ye council. On top 
best people © of allthat,he 5, Amare Stoudemire, forward, 
around. Le also is one Phoenix Suns 
Take junior Ye of the most 
Cros s = R involved 
country students in 
run- si building Northrop’s new radio telescope. 
ner Qo And what was that about athletes only 
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stephanie phillips 
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caring about winning? Someone must have forgot- 

ten to tell that to junior tennis player Dan Ostlund. 
He’s only won two matches in the last two years, 
but does that stop him from working as hard as 
any athlete I’ve ever seen on his game. 

He doesn’t really care about the record. 

He’ll still out there at 6 a.m. playing tennis, per- 
fecting his serve, accuracy, and overall game. 

When all the pressure is put on winning, 

many respectable athletes at Northrop are 
thrown back to a time when it only matters how 
you play the game. 

Some things are just more important than 

winning. 

So tell Dan Ostlund that it’s the work 
ethic that makes athletes special. If you can’t 
find him, try the tennis court. I hear he’s out 

there quite a bit. 


17 


Boys’ cross-country gets second at state finals 


amanda ostoich 
ariel case 


“We went crazy the second we 
heard,” said senior runner Tim Quandt. 

On Nov. 1, the boys’ cross- 
country team finished as runner-up at 
state competition in Bloomington, for 
the fourth time in Northrop history. 

“It is an incredible honor to be 
ranked fourth, then beat the other top 
teams to be ranked second. It’s been a 
really satisfying year,” said head coach 
Barrie Peterson. 

The boys’ overall record for the 
season was 177-8, the best record in the 
team’s history. 

Some of the top runners 
throughout the season, and at the state 
competition, included freshman Bobby 
Moldovan, juniors Brandon Walter, Jor- 


dan Pulver, and seniors Brennon Plotner, 
Chris Gaffer, Tim Quandt and Corey 
Gaffer. 

The senior leadership on the 
team led to a consistency and a solid 
season record. 

“The team this year felt a lot 
more laid back and relaxed. We still had 
a good work ethic and kept our milfs 
focused,” said Quandt, who finished 
state with a time of 16:33. 

Winning the SAC, sectionals, 
regionals, and semistate were the major 
team accomplishments this year, along 
with its strong state finish. 

“We have done great this year, 
and our coach had a lot of confidence in 
us,” said freshman Adam Bishop. 

Plotner finished 18" in the state, 
earning him a spot on the all-state team. 
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The Northrop cross-country team 
finished second at state, after being 
ranked fourth all season long. It was 
Northrop’s fourth runner-up finish ever 
in a state final meet. 


Moldovan was the second Bruin 
to cross the finish line, in 27" place. 


Football gets third in SAC; goes out in sectionals 


telysha richardson 


“The ability of our team is not 
shown by our record,” said head coach 


Elmhurst, shown here, was one of seven opponents 
that lost to the Bruins during the regular season. 
Northrop ended its season in a sectional loss to Snider. 


Matt Stinson. 

The Bruins ended their regular 
season with a final record of 7-2. That 
was good enough for third place in the 
SAC. 

Harding won 
their first league 
championship after 
beating Snider in the 
first game of the sea- 
son. Snider finished 
second, and the Bru- 
ins finished third. 

“Tt’s not where 
we wanted to be, so 
we're a little disap- 
pointed, but it’s still 
a decent record,” said 
i. senior quarterback 
3 Aaron Gerhardstein. 
= Some Bruins 
S$ felt that the team had 
a really good chance 
at going all the way 
to state this year. 


They fell a little short of that goal. 

In their last game against 
Snider, the Bruins ended with a final 
score of 35-21 in favor of Snider. 

It seemed that everyone was on 
the same page going into the game, and 
all the way to halftime. They went into 
the halftime locker room tied at 14-14. 

The Bruins maintained a strong 
game. When they came back on the field 
for the third quarter, it was still close. 
But soon they would give up some costly 
plays to Snider. The close game even- 
tually turned into a hard loss for 
Northrop, ending its entire season with 
an overall record of 8-3. 

The Bruins had six all-SAC first 
team athletes on this year’s team. On 
offense: seniors Josh Gaines, tight end; 
Charles Bailey, running back. On de- 
fense: seniors Antonio Beasley, defen- 
sive end; Micah Wade, linebacker; Chad 
Bienz, safety; junior Jeremy Sanders, 
defensive tackle. 
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Hockey comes together as a team 


ariel case ean 
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as a team on the ice, 
but off the ice as 
well because we are 
really close friends,” 
said senior Corey 
Potts, who plays left 
wing position. 

The hockey 
team accomplished 
winning the state 
title two years ago, 
and finished runner- 
up in state last year, 
in addition to repeat- 
ing the city champi- 
onship for the sec- 
ond straight year. 

So far this season, after defeat- 
ing Snider on Oct. 29 with a final score 
of 4-0, the team has a record of 4-0-1. 
It also is ranked first in the area after 
playing all six of the teams in the area. 

“No one should be able to beat 
us if we play as a team, like we were in 
a championship game,” said senior de- 
fensive player Ryan Logue. 

Some of the top players on the 
team are freshman Tommy Shiers, 
sophomore Adam Logue, junior Mikey 
Somers, and seniors Corey Potts, Ryan 
Logue and Ryan Spahr. 

“The seniors are strong this 
year and are helping us to step it up and 
play the best games,” said head coach 
Dave Rogers. 

Logue, the captain of the team, 
is one of the best defensive players. His 
borther Adam also holds a record in the 
city for scoring. Adam scored three of 
the four goals in the game against 
Snider. 

“Communication on the ice is 
key. You have to have it in all games. 
You have to be hungry to win all year 
long and play the best at the end,” said 
Rogers. 
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Northrop hockey takes on the area competition, like this 
recent game against Snider. The hockey team features 
players from all over the area, as well as from Northrop. 


Boys’ soccer finishes in 
SAC, loses to New Haven 


The boys’ soccer team ended 
its overall season 10-5, and 7-1 in the 
SAC. 

Three all-SAC first-team play- 
ers were seniors Alex Brown, Drew 
Bombard, and junior Tommy Wright. 

“We did pretty well in the be- 
ginning, but we ended up in a four- 
game losing streak,” said Wright. 

Wright also made the all-area 
team. “I was surprised that I got all- 
area team. I didn’t except that it would 
be me,” he said. 

The Bruins season included a 
1-0 loss to Dwenger, and a second- 
place finish in the conference champi- 
onship game. 

“We played good. We worked 
really hard, but fell out in the end,” said 
senior Drew Bombard. 


Girls’ cross-country 
finishes 12" in state meet 


“The girls always try their 
hardest, and they’re a good group of 
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girls,” said coach Tom Knudson. 

The girls ran at 11 meets dur- 
ing the season. 

Senior Erin Kingsbury fin- 
ished 25" at the state meet, giving her 
all-state honors. She also will con- 
tinue to run in all-area competitions. 

“The boys and girls did great, 
and I think we should give them both 
a round of applause,” said Knudson. 


Girls’ soccer loses to 
Carroll in sectionals 


“Our team as a whole was 
pretty good. We’re a young team. 
There were 28 freshmen and sopho- 
mores out of 36 players on the team,” 
said head girls’ soccer coach Brian 
Booker. 

The girls’ soccer team ended 
their season with a record of 5-1 1-1. 

“| think we progressed on our 
skills and passing throughout the ev- 
ery game. We also bonded,” said 
sophomore defender Ashley Trzynka. 

The girls had a tough sched- 
ule against many state-ranked teams. 

“Almost all of our losses were 
to state-ranked teams,” said Booker. 
“We even played state-ranked teams 
at semistate.” 


Volleyball goes out to 
Snider in sectionals 


The volleyball team worked 
very hard this season, battling through 
each game and match. But it came to 
an end in a loss at sectionals to Snider. 
This gave the Bruins an overall record 
of 26-11. 

Although it lost at sectionals, 
coach Neil Day was very proud of the 
team’s effort. 

“T don’t think people expected 
them to work as well as they did,” he 
said. 

Ten out of their 11 losses were 
against ranked teams. The only 
unranked team lost to was Snider. 
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Catablu offers classy semi-formal atmosphere 


Every high-class establishment 
needs to know when to draw the line. 
Thankfully, Catablu, at 2441 Broadway 
St., offers a beautiful setting with candle- 
light and warmth, 
while still show- 
ing sports on TV 
on the adjacent 
bar. 


Order Up 


When 
first arriving, the 
hostess offered to 
take our coats and 
seated us imme- 
diately. The bulk 
of the menu, 
sadly, is mostly 
wine, but still of- 
fers a good page of meal choices, most 
$15-$30. 

The bread served at the table 
was adequate, especially the crispy, 
salted breadsticks. 

The dip that came with the 
bread was almost frightening. After a 
cautious bite, we deemed it a “taste ex- 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


Fear Factor because 
it's gross. 
-freshman Catrina Gardener 


The Bachelor. All the girls watch it. 


-junior Nick Houser 


action-packed. 


-sophomore Jory Westerman 
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plosion” but still were clueless at to what 
it was. We soon discovered from the 
waitress that it was an olive spread. Who 
knew? 

The restaurant was softly lit 
with dangling lights and sporadic 
candles, some of which were too close 
for comfort to the plastic flower arrange- 
ments, which looked flammable. 
Catablu also has a private party room 
and balcony above the main floor. 

The apple salad (a com- 

bination of lettuce, nuts, apples 
and grapes) proved to be another 
surprising favorite. 
Jo ordered the grilled filet mi- 
gnon, a classic favorite. Amanda 
opted for the one vegetarian item 
on the menu, the grilled balsamic 
portabello mushroom. 

Jo ordered her steak me- 
dium-well, but it was still a little 
too rare for her taste. The wait- 
ress offered and took the steak 
back to put on the grill for a 
couple more minutes. 


Which TV show do you think will 


Amanda’s mushroom was 
amazingly good, and she doesn’t even 
like mushrooms. 

For dessert, we tried the creme 
brulee, (which Jo ordered as “cream 
broolee’’). 

Most everything at Catablu 
lived up to the “taste explosion” stan- 
dard, and is a worthwhile place for a 
semi-formal dinner or formal outing. A 


Catablu is one of Ft. Wayne’s finer dining 
establishments offered for semi-formal. The 
restaurant is located on Broadway Street. 


be most popular this season? 


Friends because it’s a long time favorite 


that everyone loves. 
-senior Breanna Jacquay 


Survivor because people like to 


know other people’s business. 
-junior Tabetha Brake 


Alias, for whatever it’s worth. 
-science teacher Greg Pressley 
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Local shops have dresses for every shape 


Around semi-formal time, it’s 
hard enough trying to 
figure out who your 


date will be, where you Trend 
will eat, and setting ap- 
pointment times at the Alert 


salon. Then there’s the 
dress. 

With the way 
fashion changes, you 
just can’t wear some- 
thing from last year’s 
semi-formal. You have 
to be in with the new 
styles. 


Cierra Bodie 


Websites like alycedesigns. 
com, teenscene.com, and caseystashion. 
com have given current fashion ideas 
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Stylish semi-formal dresses can be found 
at many area department stores to fit every 
shape and body. Senior columnist Cierra 


Bodie shows off her elegant find at J.C. 
Penney. 
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and suggestions for this year’s semi-for- 
mal. 

Online, each website provides 
visuals of more then 100 new fashions 
imitated from the best designers, such 
as Prada, Gucci, and Louis Vuitton. 
Even better, local stores have these 
brands in stock. From short dresses, 
long-shape-hugging dresses, and se- 
quined two-piece dresses, all styles 
straight from the run-way are all avail- 
able at the following local stores of 
Glenbrook mall: Charlotte Russe, 
Marshall Fields; J.C. Penney, L.S. 
Ayres, Sears, Maurices, Deb, and Fash- 
ion Bug. 

Semi-formal styles are limited. 
Avoiding large ball gown dresses 1s best, 
that’s more prom than semi-formal. 

Popular colors this fall are 
bronze colors, gold, copper, red, 
and different shades of purple. Stay 
away from bridal colors such as 
white, and spring colors. 

It is important to find a dress 
that will accent your skin tone, and 
if you are a little pale, the tanning 
bed can fix that. A good start at 
picking the perfect dress is to plan 
what kind of dress you want, and 
highlight your best points. 

Know your favorite parts of 
your body and find styles that 
flaunt your looks. So if your legs 
are your best feature, then a cock- 
tail-length dress would be suitable 
for you. 

A fitted column dress will fea- 
ture an hourglass shape, and draw 
emphasis to a small waist. 

Now after you have gotten your 
dress, next are shoes, jewelry and 
makeup. A long dress doesn’t re- 
quire breath-taking heels, because 
they’Il hardly be seen. 

But with a cocktail dress, when 
purchasing shoes, go all out since 
the legs and feet are the focus. 

You can purchase beautiful 


Top Ten 


Semi-fomal dining 
1. Casa 

2. Biaggi’s 

3. Olive Garden 
Applebee’s 

Red Lobster 

6. Hall’s Gas House 
Hooters 

8. Bandido’s 

Cork n’ Cleaver 


10. FlatTop Grill 


-survey source: a cross-sample of 
100 Northrop students and faculty 


prom and semi-formal jewelry at 
Claire’s, The Icing, Charlotte Russe, and 
Wet Seal at Glenbrook Mall. 

Your makeup should make a 
statement. A very intricate dress calls for 
sheer makeup, but a simple ensemble re- 
quires bold makeup, dramatic eyes. 
It’s the only time where you can wear 
too much makeup, and pull it off. 
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Vintage shopping 


jo minnich 
alicia wireman 


There is an odor associated with vin- 
tage shopping. A pleasant smell of yesteryear 
can be appealing. Old and dusty, on the other 
hand, is a different feeling. 

Retroactive, on North Anthony Bou- 
levard, and 
Consignor 
Boutique, on 
Ne Osteen 
Clinton, both 
provide a 
vintage at- 
mosphere 
and clothes 
without the 
high prices 
and stinky 
flea markets. 

We 
were sent on 
a mission: 
with only 
$20 each, to 
buy as many 
vintage items 
as possible. 

I 
gave a whole © 
new mean- 
ing to finding a needle in the haystack. 

We first wen to Consignor Boutique. 
Consignor Boutique is more of a second-hand 
store for older women. However, teen vintage 
fanatics with an eye for classic rustic style can 
find exactly what they’re looking for. 

After putting aside the out-of-fashion 
puffy-sleeved prom dresses and M.C. Hammer 
pants, both Alicia and Jo found purses, belts, 
shoes, and jewelry for reasonable prices. 

Then, we decided go to Retroactive, 
where any vintage fanatic can find their fix. 
Just come equipped with time and a larger bud- 
get. 
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Jo found many coats and blazers, but 
the créme-of-the-crop was a leather jacket—a 
mere $58. (A bit overpriced for something al- 
ready worn.) 

This was the first vintage experience 
for Alicia, but she enjoyed the varieties of 


clothes and unique fashions. 

As one walks into this older and 
dustier store, walkways are hardly noticed, 
but the piles of clothes which resemble a 
younger person’s bedroom, certainly attract 
attention. 

After not finding anything worth buy- 
ing, we returned to Consignor Boutique and 


cond-hand stores can 
16, Vintage shopping is 
slothes and accesorries 
Ss. Here, junior 
Retroactive on 


decided to spend our money there. 

With her $20, Alicia was able to buy 
an oversized Sak bag and a shell belt. She 
ended up having $5 left over. 

Jo, on the other hand, is a spender. 
She actually went over the $20 limit. She 
bought a vintage leather clutch purse (com- 
plete with a compact and perfume bottle), and 
two necklaces. 

If vintage shopping doesn’t fit you 
(or your pocketbook’ s) desires, various Good- 
will stores are always another option. 

The Goodwill on Dupont Road tends 
to have a better selection and organization of 
higher quality clothing for dirt-cheap prices. 
Alicia and Jo both bought a scarf for 95 cents 
each. 

Whatever the case, in Ft. Wayne there 
is always a vintage or second-hand store just 
around the corner. 
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Musicians break into literary world 


sarah leavell 
dave mann 
santanna ramsey 
rachelle reichert 


Madonna gives 
self-esteem tips 


This children’s book by Ma- 
donna is about four girls who call them- 
selves The English Roses. 

These girls always hang out to- 
gether, but they exclude another girl who 
they think is too 
pretty for them. 

As the story 
progresses, the four 
girls get a lesson in 
what makes true 
beauty. 

The English 
Roses is inspiring 
and teaches people 
not to judge a person on how they look. 

It seems Madonna is not writ- 
ing this book for money, but she wrote 
it to send a very important message. A 


TLC’s T-Boz offers 
life perspective 


Tionne Watkins is a member of 
the female hip-hop trio TLC. In the sing- 
ing world she is known as T-Boz. 

Making a leap into the literary 
world, her collection of writings titled 
Thoughts consists of 
essays she wrote on 
her life as well as po- 
etry. 

T-Boz writes 
so her fans can know 
her a little better. 

For example 
ie whe ppoeme «1 
Wanna be Free,” she 
writes, “Music is a 
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way of life for me. Maybe just for out- 


siders it’s hard to see....” This poem is 
about controlling the circumstances in 
your life. 


This book is recommended for 
people who want to consider life from a 
different perspective. A 


Spears writes a 
quick, good read 


Please don’t read this. If I want 
to keep any dignity at all, please just skip 
this one — because I’m about to say why 
I liked the Britney Spears novel, A 
Mother’s Gift, written by Britney and 
her mother Lynne. 

The story is about a young girl, 
Holley Faye, who is from a small, poor, 
southern town 
who gets into the 


top music school __ britney &lynne spears 
in the south. 
dt iii a". 


book tackles is- 
sues like stereo- 
types between 
rich and poor 
people, and fam- 


a moths gift 


ily issues. 
lice Oi r wee 
pretty quick read, 


and it’s inspirational. Maybe Britney 
should switch to writing altogether. B+ 


Jewel reveals her 
life-altering events 


Her autobiography, Chasing 
Down the Dawn, is all I expected from 
Jewel and more. 

As a former New York Times 
Bestseller, her autobiography is like a 
scrapbook of events that have shaped 


Popular artists are writing books more and more; a 
sample of books by well-known musicians is below 


Jewel into what she is today. 

She writes about her childhood, 
her road trips 
on tour, liv- 
ing in pov- 
erty, dealing 
with her 
parent’s di- 
vorce and 
growing up in 
Alaska. 

BiS= 
sentially this 
is what we 
are...” writes Jewel. “Lives evolving in 
tandem with the earth, in harmony with 
spirit.” 

This book is far from boring. 
Jewel keeps the book alive and in color 
from page one until the very end. A 


Tupac poems lack 
creativity, variation 


The Rose that Grew From Con- 
crete is a collection of poems written by 
the late rap artist Tupac Shakur. 

The poems were not very cre- 
ative. Shakur’s same words and subjects 
kept being re- 
peated. Recur- 
ring themes in- 
clude where he 
started his life 
and career in 
the inner city, 
then working 
hard to become 
famous. 

Even 
though lots of 
repetition was displayed, after reading 
this book, it was much easier to under- 
stand Shakur’s life. B- 
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Churches 
hurting from 
priests’ be- 
havior 


staff editorial 


Priests are trustworthy. 
Now people aren’t so sure, with 
the recent string of sexual moles- 
tation reports in the Catholic 
Church. 

When people heard about 
one priest who molested a little 
boy, they were shocked that a 
man chosen to lead people into 
a holier life, did the sinful act 
himself. 

The majority of What’s 
Bruin? thinks the allegations 
against priests are hurting the 
reputation of all churches. It will 


Does a national 
sex offender 
registry invade 
privacy? 


The National Sex Of- 
fender Registry is a compiled 
registry of sex offenders across 
the nation. 

According to cnn.com, 
sex offenders are people who are 
likely to commit their crimes 
again and again. 

Megan’s law, passed in 
1996, requires states to report to 
a community when a sexual 


now be harder for people to trust 
a priest or pastor again. 
Churches need 
to hold respect in 
their communi- 
ties. Unfortu- 
nately, those who 
tend to look 
down on reli- 


predator moves into a neighbor- 
hood. 

Many children and their 
families over the years have paid 
a terrible price because parents 
didn’t know about the dangers 
hidden in their own neighborhood. 
Still, the law says sex offenders 
have a right to privacy. 

Therefore, should the Na- 
tional Sex Offender Registry cen- 
sor personal information of crimi- 
nals for privacy reasons? Or 
should the personal information 
be released to everyone for the 
safety of America? 

What’s Bruin? wants to 
publish your opinions on this 


more reasons to criticize the 
church and religion as a whole. 
We’ ve given critics a solid argu- 
ment. 

Some staff members said 
this will not diminish the church’s 
reputation. Society will separate 
the individual from their actions. 

In the priest scandals, it 
certain priests, not 
the church as a 
whole, were 
guilty. 

Criminals 
can be found every- 
where it seems. 
They are in our homes, on 
our streets, even where 
you think it should be 
safe--in our churches. 

These acts are not 
only embarrassing, but 
shameful toward 
churches as a whole, 
Catholic or not. 


topic. Responses should be sub- 
mitted in Room D111. Signed 
letters will appear in next 
month’s issue of What’s Bruin? 
Unsigned or partially unsigned 
letters will not be published. 
What’s Bruin? also re- 
serves the right to edit for space 
and will not publish any letters 
containing personal attacks. 
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Whatare 
you thankful 
for? 


My 
family. 
They are 
always 
there 
for me. 


-math teacher Gussie 
Green 


My life 
because 
many 
teens 


don't 
make 


it this far. 


-senior Molly Jackson 


A good 
life 
because it 
could 
always be 
worse. 


-junior Brian Avery 


Family and 
friends. | 
can talk to 
them and 
they 
always 
care. 


-sophomore Maria 


Burdine 


A good 
place to 
live. 
Some 
people 
don't 
have one. 


-fresnman Andrew 
Myers 


Searches 
warranted 
for protection 


telysha richardson 


A boy slowly walked out to the 
student parking lot followed by admin- 
istrators, and a police officer. He shook 
as he unlocked the door to allow these 
strangers to tear apart his car. 

Several students at Northrop ex- 
perienced this feeling a few weeks ago. 

For some, the result was getting 
in trouble after unallowed items were 
found. 

The searching of student cars is 
a good thing. Administration has the 
right to protect students, even if it’s in 
the parking lot. 

Students with cars are still on 
school property in the parking lot, there- 
fore they are the responsibility of admin- 
istration. 

Many students may see this as 
an invasion of privacy, and feel that the 
administration has no right to search a 
student’s car. 

These students fail to realize 
what could happen if a student was keep- 
ing something illegal in their car. 

For instance, a student can bring 
a weapon to school and without proper 
searching for protection, that student can 
place himself and others in danger. 

This happened at Columbine 
High School in Littleton, Colorado. But 
such occurances can be prevented by 
searching students’ cars and lockers. 

Administrators are just doing 
their job when they perform these 
searches. They are holding up the re- 
sponsibility to protect the school. 

The boy who was followed by 
administrators had a clean car. 

He was safe, and so will the rest 
of Northrop as long as administration 
keeps doing its job. 
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Students with disabilities are human beings too 


We’ ve all referred to E-hall be- 
fore. We may have even stereotyped to 
ourselves the classes there. 

First floor E-hall is where 
Northrop’s special education department 
can be found. 

The classes there may be the 
classes for students with disabilities, but 
that doesn’t mean that they should be 
labeled “the classes for the stupid kids.” 

In fact, learning disabled stu- 
dents have just as high of IQs, if not 
higher, than any “normal” student. 

Just because they are chal- 
lenged in some way doesn’t mean they 
have any less value than any other stu- 
dent. Many average students are chal- 
lenged with learning disabilities, blind- 
ness, deafness, and mental and physical 
handicaps. More students are challenged 
than you think. 

These students have to try 
harder. They may not get the exam ques- 
tion as easily as other students, or they 
may take two hours to read 30 pages as 
opposed to one hour. This doesn’t mean 
they should be made fun of though. 

We’re not all perfect. Unfortu- 
nately, our society doesn’t always ac- 
cept people who aren’t perfect. It seems 
society looks down on anything below 
the A in an honors class, or the athlete. 

We are all different. That’s the 
beauty of being a human. We all have 
different views on a particular subject, 


High-tech 


sarah leavell 


While watching The Matrix 
with a friend, I was amazed by the cool 
special effects and high-tech features 
throughout the film. 

But these high-tech films can 
be confusing. 

I feel movies such as The Ma- 
trix and The Matrix Reloaded cause 
viewers to get lost and sidetracked from 


and we all excel in different areas. 

These students, just because 
they have a disability, shouldn’t be 
viewed any differently. 

They have emotions, they have 
a viewpoint, and they live in our soci- 
ety. 

Americans are 
scared though. The 
mentally handicapped 
worker at McDonald’s 
frightens us. We turn 
our heads to someone 
in a wheelchair just be- 
cause we don’t want to 
feel like we are staring. 

But, the men- 


Intuition 


tally handicapped 
Rachelle worker at McDonald’s 
Reichert and the physically dis- 


abled person in the wheelchair are equal 
to us. 

I know of a man with autism 
who can’t live by himself or pay his own 
bills, but he can draw great pictures. He 
can look at a map and remember exact 
street names and buildings. He will draw 
a map of Chicago, New York City, all 
from memory. Most of which he has 
never been. 

This same 45-year-old man 
with autism can tell you the exact day 
of the week you were born. You just tell 
him the date, and he’ll tell you within 
seconds. 


I also know of a woman in a 
wheelchair who can’t walk a 5K, but she 
goes on bike rides. She can’t ride a nor- 
mal bike like most people, but she 
doesn’t let that hold her back. She has a 
special bike where she sits and her arms 
control the wheels. 

This same woman plays the pi- 
ano. She takes piano lessons, and she 
drives herself to them. She’s very inde- 
pendent. 

I can tell you of a hearing im- 
paired student at Snider High School. 
With hearing aids, she can hear pretty 
well, but relies on her incredible lip- 
reading abilities to understand what 
people are telling her. 

This student plays volleyball on 
Snider’s freshman volleyball team. She 
takes drum lessons and is enrolled in 
honors classes. 

You may have seen movies like 
IAm Sam, What’s Eating Gilbert Grape 
and Rainman. If you haven’t seen these 
movies, check them out sometime. 

They all have the same story of 
disabled humans who have compassion 
and who have a heart as big as anyone 
else. 

Instead of cracking on the stu- 
dents in E-hall, talk to them as you 
would any other student. Say hello. They 
attend the same high school as you, and 
they should be considered our friends. 


movies lose meaning 


the storyline. 

High-tech movies are impres- 
sive, but sometimes the viewer is watch- 
ing only for the effects and not for the 
meaning behind it. 

It seems recent superhero mov- 
ies are where the high-tech craze is 
shown the most. Spiderman, Daredevil, 
X-Men, and X-Men 2 are examples of 
how high-tech movies have gotten out 
of control. 


The action in these movies is 
fully expressed and exciting to viewers. 
However, it does get hard to understand 
what exactly is happening. 

Movies are not made like they 
used to be. It seems that there is too 
much technology. 

My friend and I finished the first 
half of The Matrix. The special effects 
became too annoying. Let’s go watch 
Dumb and Dumber. 


2200 — “forum 


Yes 
kyle ellis 


It never ceases to amaze me 
how selfish society has become. 

While this realization isn’t 
pleasant, stop and think it through. 

One cannot deny that the adage 
practiced by some: Why go two miles 
when one will do? has become the new 
mindset of the 21“ century. 


Sadly, we live in a world of hustle and bustle that 
barely leaves the average person time for family and 


friends, yet alone 
volunteerism. 

Has society 
become so selfish 
that when there are 
people sleeping 
hungry and cold in 
our streets we accept 
it, turn our heads, and 
go on? 

We seem to take for 
granted the man who sits on the cor- 
ner holding a sign woefully declaring, 
“Will work for food.” 


However, I’ve talked with this 


man. 

Everyday, his livelihood de- 
pends on volunteers who selflessly give 
themselves and their time at the soup 
kitchen. 


Even in high school, some stu- 
dents choose their activities with potential 


gains in mind. 


Case in point: I’ve heard several 
Northrop students speak of how they partici- 
pate in organizations like National Honor So- 
ciety and student council because participa- 
tion in those clubs looks good on college ap- 


plications. 


While this isn’t true for all people, the 
fact that self-serving volunteerism occurs can- 


not be downplayed. 

Those who have 
the time and a little bit of 
heart should care enough 
about their fellow man to 
give something of 
themself whenever the op- 
portunity arises. 
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No 


rachelle reichert 


Northrop’s National Honor 
Society, 13. 

Key Club, 12. 

Student Council, it depends on 
the point requirement per month. 

All three of these organiza- 
tions here at Northrop require a set 
amount of community service hours per 
term, or per month for student council. These three organiza- 
tions include over 150 students here at Northrop. 

While these required hours might seem that our soci- 
ety is not volunteering out of the goodness of their hearts any- 
more, I strongly disagree. After all, these 150 students are not 
required to be a part of these organizations. 

Maybe as young adults we need a little more incentive 
to volunteer our time. Unless mandatory, I don’t know how 
many students would find time for AIDS walks or pumpkin 
carving activities. 


Teens are busy with their social lives—foot- 
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Is the 
true spirit of 
volunteering 

gone? 


ball games and dances, as well as jobs and homework. If 

volunteering is not made a requirement, no average stu- 
dent will set aside a weekend to volunteer. 

Requiring a certain amount of service hours to 

be a member of a club is merely a way to teach our youth 

the benefits of volunteering. 

The clubs and organizations teach stu- 

dents how to become volunteers, and to cultivate a 

volunteer spirit regardless of what it took to get 

them there. 


According to Youth Service 

American, teenagers volunteer 2.4 billion 

hours annually and their service is worth 

$34.3 billion to the United States 
economy. 

I believe the spirit of 

volunteering is still here today, 

maybe it is just found in dif- 

ferent forms. We are join- 

ing clubs that require us 

to volunteer, because 

then we know that 

way we will ful- 

fill our personal 

goals of volun- 


ys teering our 
shelby vorndran ume to those 
in need. 
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WHAT'S BRUIN? 


is taking ads for 
each of its monthly issues 


Ad rates and discounts 
available 


Call 467-2370 


260-744-1895 Je er M. Bg 
or 
bj.bailey@verizon.net 
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Looking for guitar lessons? 


James Henn 


Full-time music teacher of 10 years 


NOW ACCEPTING new students, 
beginner thru advanced, to learn different styles Ls 
at Music Star a 


Call 260-420-6153 
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PHONE (260) 489-9626 
(260) 489-6682 
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he Vesa Den 


A FULL SERVICE FLORIST 


WHITE SWAN PLAZA 9119 LIMA ROAD 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46818 
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kthrop High School 


Northrop groups 


give to local families 


for Christmas 
News ps5 


Ahh...the 
power of 


video games 
Insight 
Pp10-11 


Tough training makes 
wrestlers stronger for 


competition 
Sports p14. 


7001 Coldwater Road 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 


Will Ferrell lights 
up the screen in 
Elf 


Premiere p18 


Pro/Con: Are 
weighted grades 
fair? 


Forum p23 
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‘youre a 


high school star, 
come shine 


: with us. 


Do you have a shining high school academic record? 
Apply to Roosevelt University’s Scholars program. We offer: 


Scholarships ranging from $14,000 to $58,000 over 


four years 


¢ Enhanced educational experiences in any of our 


degree programs 


¢ Mentoring by our faculty of 
experts and successful alumni 


© Special research and internship 
opportunities at Chicago’s top 
cultural, corporate and political 
institutions 


* Convenient campuses in downtown 
Chicago and Schaumburg 


If you’ve got a burning desire to 
learn, the Roosevelt Scholars pro- 
gram is where you want to be. 


Open House 


ovember 2 
3:30 pm 
Schaumburg Campus 


1400 N. Roosevelt Blvd. 
(847) 619-8600 


Sunday, November 9 
1:00 to 3:30 pm 
Chicago Campus 


CuicaGo * SCHAUMBURG * ONLINE 
www.roosevelt,edu —_1-877-Apply-RU 
Where you want to be! 


ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY 


Dee bg 
Northrop using 


rachelle reichert 


\o “Get it off school grounds,” 
principal Barb Ahlersmeyer said, refer- 
ring to any illegal substances and ob- 
jects, ay exist at Northrop. 

A voluntary tip from a con- 
cerned student prompted the first inves- 
May € gearch on Oct. 29. 

Ahlersmeyer followed up the 
concern by requesting that the Ft. Wayne 
Police Department K9 school drug in- 
terdiction program be sent to Northrop. 
She sends her requests to FWCS secu- 
rity ctor John Weicker. 

Another search occurred on 
Noy7 5. There can be more expected in 
the future too, if administration has 
causeta believe a search is needed. 

/ / If Ahlersmeyer has enough rea- 
son to go forward with a search, Weicker 
will give her consent, and she contacts 


the c 
ny just send the dogs when 
they can,” said Ahlersmeyer. The drug 
searches with dogs are at random. In fact 
they are so random that aside from 
Ahlersmeyer, only two other adminis- 
trators know when the intervention team 
wil ere until the day of. 
The day of the searches, notes 
are-Sent to all teachers to notify them 
that the drug intervention team will be 


at t hool sometime that day. 
“Essentially, during the actual 


What’s Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 


Zetr 


dru 


search, we go into a 
lockdown mode,” said 


Ahlersmeyer. 
ip Students are not al- 


lowed to leave their class- 
rooms during the search, 
and administrators as well 
as Our own student resource 
Oricers™ (olhicers’ "lim 
Bogenshutz, Lorrie Bandor 
and Tim Selvia) stand at the 
corners of the hallways that 
are being searched. If a dog 
sniffs at a locker and sus- 
pects anything, that’s when 
the administration will get 
involved. 

“Safety and secu- 
rity is a big issue for FWCS. 
It’s one of the three big 
goals,” said Ahlersmeyer. 

Ahlersmeyer be- 
lieves that students at 
Northrop want their school 
to be safe. She also believes 
this is why students are vol- 
untarily coming to adminis- 
tration to voice their con- 
cerfs of/drug use. 

‘ “Tt’s like their home away from 
home,” she said. “I honestly believe they 
Ww make sure their home is okay.” 

If a dog sniffs something in a 
students car, the student will be pulled 
from class and go to the car with an ad- 
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Ft. Wayne police officer 
Kevin Weber walks with 
his drug search dog, 
Condor, at Northrop. 
The city police 
department’s K9 school 
drug interdiction 
program has been used 
twice already this year. 


ator. 

“Pll ask the kid even before I 
start looking if they have anything they 
should tell me. It’s like fess-up time,” 
said Ahlersmeyer. 
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-see Dog searches/next page 
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Cac After the car, they will then go 
into the school and search the student’s 
bolas) 

/ / If any illegal subject or sub- 
neice is found, the student will have 
broken Rule 31 in the Students Rights 
and Responsibilities handbook, which 
states: “Possession, use, under the influ- 
ence, and/or sale of illegal narcotics and 
drugs such as steroids, marijuana, bar- 
biturates, ampetamines, alcoholic bever- 
ages, intoxicants, inhalants, or any 
aubstance which is represented to be a 
narcotic/drug or alcoholic beverage” will 
result in a five or six degree punishment 
(alternative consequences/programs, or 
expulsion meeting/exupulsion). 

[ / The rule goes on to state: “This 
incltides paraphernalia and improper use 
of éver-the- counter medications.” 

/ ~/“We mean business,” 
Ablefsmeyer, 

‘ee ey Officer Bandor voiced her drug 
use“Concerns among this generation’s 
teens--- 

( )s ‘It’s amazing how much wo 
is Out there and how common it is,” she 
sade 
ee ¥ / “They ee t understand how big 
a\deay it really is.’ 


The 
dogs 
will De 
DaCK. 


-principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 
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Bruins hear top speaker 


kyle ellis 


The National Education 

ssoelation’s number one motiva- 
tional speaker, Reggie Dabbs, spoke 
last month to an after-school audi- 
ence in the Northrop auditorium on 
life, abstinence and drugs. 

Childhood wasn’t exactly 
normal for Dabbs. 

His biological mother, a 
teen at the time of his birth, slept with 
aman so she could pay for daycare. 

His mother gave Dabbs up 
to her favorite English teacher and 
her husband, a janitor. They raised 
Dabbs as their own. 

On drinking, Dabbs shared 
a story of his 
best friend who 
decided to ex- 
periment with 
alcohol as a 
sophomore in 
high school. 

belee 
friend died as 
he choked on 
his own vomit. 

Dabbs 
explained to 
the attentive 
crowd, “I did 
everything I 
could but it just 
Wa. dings oi) emeaL 
enough.” 

Dabbs 
reflected on a 
time when po- 
lice were 
standing in a 
school cafete- 
ria with guns - 
pointed at a. 
student who 
had a 9mm gun | 
pointed at his 
head. 

After 


some simple talking, Dabbs persuaded 
the student to move the gun from his 
head. The boy lived. 

After 20 years of motivational 
speaking, Dabbs continues to help teens 
make good decisions not only through 
the high school years, but for the future 
too. 


Why do you have such a big place in 
your heart for kids? They are the fu- 
ture. History has shown that what par- 
ents don’t teach their kids ends up hurt- 
ing them later in life. After the Colum- 
bine shootings, Larry King’s assistant 
called me for a quote. This is what I said: 

“Love your kids and if they 


The National Education Association’s top motivational 
speaker, Reggie Dabbs, recently spoke to Bruins. He gave 
students a unique and personal way to deal with everyday 
pressures of drugs, sex and alcohol. 


EWS 


‘e) 


bring home a friend, love them too be- 
cause you just never know.” 


What makes you tick? If a tenth grade 
teacher and a janitor hadn’t helped me, 
I don’t know where Id be. That’s what 
makes me tick. If someone does you a 
good deed, you do a good deed back. 


What do you hope to accomplish 
through your speaking? I’ve been do- 
ing this for 20 years. In that time, 16 
kids have written their suicide notes to 
me. 

They remembered me on the 
day they died. I'll never know until I 
get to heaven how many I’ve prevented 
from committing suicide. 


How did you react to being named the 
National Education Association’ s num- 
ber one motivational speaker for youth? 
It didn’t bother me. I was honored, but 
it doesn’t change who I am or what I 
do. It’s not about the teachers. It’s about 
the kids. It’s unreal the number of kids 
who haven’t heard someone tell them 
they love them. 


Explaift me of the life experiences 
that have had an impact on you? The 
love I \show students on the stage are a 
direct \impact on the way that tenth- 
grade teacher loved me. Everyday, the 
janitor \made sure he told me that he 
loved me, even in college. 

t was short and simple, but 
those are\the memories I like to look 
back on. 


What’s one thing you want students to 
know? You're sitting in class with 
nothing to da so you’ re reading this ar- 
ticle. In your mind you’ re thinking how 
can he say he\loves me? 

I don\t need to know your 
name to know your pain, because I have 
my own. And I don’t need to know your 
home to know your shame, because I 
have my own. But together, with all our 
pain and all our shame we c eoatey 
the world. 
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less fortunate this Christmas | 7” 


ariel case 


CPW want to give back to oth- 


ers and show gratefulness to those who 
are less fortunate,” said National Honor 


Sogiety-sponsor Judy Sculley. 
is This Christmas, several groups 


God gave us sO 
much to be 
thankful for. 


-teaching academy sponsor Lilly Mikol a 


at Northrop including teaching academy, 
National Honor Society, Project SET, 
and student council are helping needy 
fa 

“God gave us so much to be 
thankful for and we wanted to just help 
others,” said teaching academy sponsor 


LillyMikol. 
/ Students from Project SET and 


sttdent council are helping needy fami- 
lies through the local Christmas Bureau. 
“ Student council is using their 

hey earned from the homecoming 
dance, car washes, and other fundraisers 
eee items for these families 


ie A form is given to the needy 
ilies to fill out, which includes their 
name, age, height, weight, shoe size, 
interests, and specific needs. The groups 
helping at Northrop use this form to buy 


items that are the correct sizes for the 
families. 


Spee academy is also join- 
ee to help needy families during the 
holi ys. 
< (_— They are working to buy little 
objects to fill Christmas stockings. 
These stocking stuffers include groom- 
ing and hair supplies, glitter pens, books, 


pencils, and markers: >) 
| /“We like to 
things that will be 


fun for the kids so they 
will enjoy them,” said 


PIS 
oF IN| th rie) tae ail 


Honor Society, another 
group helping needy 
families, has been ac- 
tive inthis program for 
thfee yeats now. 
SS They are help- 
ing two families this 
Christmas through an organization 
calléd The) Circle. 

ee Within National Honor Society, 
two separate committees are working to 
buyhings for these families. 

: “We buy each family member 
fun things that are appropriate for their 
age,” said Sculley. 

_/ “We decided to go with The 
Circle because they are a small organi- 
zation and 100 percent of all donations 
go tothe needy.” 

& Another way Northrop students 
ére able to donate to families, even if 
they weren’t participants in an organi- 
zation, is from library fines. 
Media Center assistant Cheri 
rammel put together a program where 
a student can erase their library fines by 
bringing in canned food items. All the 
food was donated to the Community 
Harvest Food Bank. 


We want to give back to others. 


-National Honor Society sponsor Judy Sculley 


Be 


IPFW hosts ‘03 
semi-formal 


| tudents enjoy a dance at Northrop’s | 
emi-formal held on Nov. 22.-Fhis-yeare- 


photo courtesy of peter mahlock 


Lutheran Children’s 
times during this p¢ 


the experience 


Northrop holds Holiday Coffee 
Shop and talent show in Dec. 


oo Student council and the drama 
€partment are preparing for the Holi- 


day Coffee Shop. 

It will be held in Northrop’s au- 
ditorium Dec. 12 from 7-9 p.m. The ad- 
mission is $1 or one non-perishableite 
for a local food bank. 

The drama department wit $er- 
form Uh-Oh Here Comes Christmas and 
The Eight: Reindeer Monologue$. 

Student council is recfuiting 
students for other performances at the 
coffee shop. 


‘ py 
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They will be making and sell- 
ing coffee and snacks also. Proceeds 
will go to the American Red Cross. 

Student council is also going 


tobe hosting a holiday talent show on 


DecA7 during second period. 
Classes, clubs and teachers 
will be performing. The money raised 
from this also will go to the American 
Red Cross. 
For questions, tontact any 
member of student council or go to 


Vo Room C201. 


my, 


Gaines, Beasley, Mahlock 
visit children at Lutheran 


First-team all-SAC senior football payers Josh Gaines, Antonio 


Else. “It excites heir spiri s. 
and plan to go back again in the future. 


three players said they enjoyed 


Bruin Helping hands 
wins tree award 


For the first time in three years 
of tree submissions, Bruin Helping 
Hands took a third-place award at the 
annual Festival of Trees held at the 
downtown Embassy Center. 

The tree was donated by the 
Embassy. Bruin Helping Hands, led by 
sponsor Melanie Dirig, then made or- 
naments out of dried fruit and nuts. The 
group fittingly named the 4-foot tree, 
“Festival of Fruits and Nuts.” 

“An elf came from the Em- 
bassy and gave an award. It was an 


honor,” said special education aide 
Kathy Church. 

f 
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Ali Tippman used to 
compete with her brother 
James when it came to 
grades. Now she admits it 
has motivated her to be a 
better student. 


cierra bodie 
dave mann 
jo minnich 
amanda ostoich 
alicia wireman 


hether a smile, a hug, 

or a playful wrestling 

match, the bond be- 
tween siblings is unique and spe- 
cial in every way. Brothers and 
sisters grow up getting to know 
each other and oftentimes gain- 
ing an irreplacable friend from 
it. 


dihroushs site -alliothe 
Yandells, Tippmans, Swicks¢ 
and Stinsons have created and 
cherished a bond that only a 
family can provide. 
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ce = -Dave Stinson (fight), on his our 
ms=" brother, head football coach Matt 


“(left) 


tiffany stufflebeam 


James and Ali Tippman dre ond memories and a unique friendship 


her permit. 


aN : : : 
Dorie James Tippman, is vefy 
! icated to his younger sister, s@pho- 


At the time 
more Ali. The two share an unusual bond I was furi- 
different than most brothers and sisters. ous, but 

They rarely hav€s fights or ar- later on we 
guments, and neither one‘s-dnnoyed by laughed,” 


said James. 
7 When 
were 
ids, James 


the other’s presence nor find the other 
embarrassing to be around. : 
“Tm really comfortable with § 
my sister. When we go places we always . 
have fun and are loud in public. I never 
find her embarrassing,” said James. 
“Last year she drove my car in 
the parking lot. She was 15 and only had 


He dressed up in dresses, heels 
-Ali Tippman, about her brother James 


ow well do the Stinsons 
know each other? 


hat is Matt’s favorite color? 
Dave: We’re both colorblind, but 
probably blue. I honestly don’t 
know. 

Answer: black 


What is Dave’s favorite movie? 
Matt: This is a hard question. 
Beach Blanket Bingo. That’s it. 
Answer: Young Frankenstein 


What was Matt’s most embarrassing 


Describe the time that Dave got in moment growing up? 
the most trouble growing up. Dave: When he froze his tongue to a 
Matt: When he brought Sonya, our metal pole. 


dog, home and just left her. 
Answer: When I (Dave) rode my 
motorcycle with no helmet on. 


Answer: Missing a gear at a drag race 
in Avilla. Everyone laughed. 


How old was Matt when he had his 
first kiss? 

Dave: 13 

Answer: 8, at Kelly’s house 


What is Dave’s favorite sports team? 
Matt: Vikings 

Answer: The Minnesota Vikings. 
It’s old school. 


roe 


What is Matt’s favorite band? 
Dave: Metallica 
Answer: Metallica 
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significant problem. In fact, James said 
that he never competed with his sister. 
In a way, Ali tried to compete with her 
brother James through her grades. 

“He always did really good in 
school, and I tried so hard to get better 
grades. But when I think about it he only 
influenced me to do better,” said Ali. 

Even now in high school, Ali 
isn’t ashamed to admit of how close she 
and her older brother James truly are. 

“James is like my best friend. I 
can tell him anything, and he always 


knows how to as a 


ed Barbies. 
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Amanda and Shawnna Yandell, 
(left to right) plan to pursue 
different careers in college so they 
can further distinguish themselves 
| from one another. 


sandy dunwood 


Our personalities 
are different. I’m 
more serious and 
she’s more outgoing: 


-senior twin Amanda 
Yandell 


a yt 


Yandells closer than normal 
sisters, yet want own identities 


They sit next to each other at the lunch table. 

y compete in the same even on the speech team. 
They laugh at the same jokes. They have the same group 
of friends. 

Senior twins Shawnna and Amanda Yandell 
have a very special bond. 

“We're closer than normal sisters,’ 
Shawnna. 

Closer doesn’t exactly describe it. The Yandell 
twins are so similar it’s scary. In fact, people who have 
known them for years still confuse the two. 

“That’s the most frustrating part. People are 
calling me my sister’s name all the time,” said Amanda. 
“Tt’s really annoying,” added Shawnna. 

While they are similar, there are still plenty of 
differences between the 
two girls. Shawnna is the 
president of Key Club and 
plays on the tennis team. 
Amanda interns and also 
played soccer for two 
years. 

“Tt used to be that she 
was a lot more serious 
about school than I was. 
I’d say we’re pretty even 
now though,” — said 
Shawnna. 

Amanda wants to be 
an accountant, while 
Shawnna wants to be a 
pharmacist. Amanda is 
more interested in math 
while Shawnna enjoys 
science. 

Though the two share 
a special bond, they both 
desire and seek their own 
identities. 

“T used to want to find things that she didn’t do 
just so I could do them. I hated people assuming I’m 
exactly like Amanda,” said Shawnna. 

With all of their similarities, they said they 
don’t consider each other to be best friends. They say 
their relationship is very different from a best-friend 
relationship. 

“You can’t compare a sister to a friend,” said 
Amanda. 
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Amy and Allen Swick appreciate, 
are_there for each other 
a 


‘He kept the secret for a month, but then ended up tell- 
ing my parents anyway,” said sophomore twin Amy Swick.” 

After hitting a car, Amy asked her twin brother, sopho- 
more Allen Swick, to promise not to tell. Allen couldn’t keep 
the secret for long. 

Meet Amy and Allen Swick. “We have to share every- 
thing,” said Amy. Being a half an hour younger, Allen admitted 
that Amy is more mature. 

“T would get into trouble with my friends all the time,” 
said Allen with a smile on his face. 

Other than sharing the same DNA, the Swick twins also 
share each other’s most embarrassing secrets. For instance, Amy 
revealed that Allen likes to chew his food with his mouth open. 

But even though he may get away with anything, Allen 
has a few problems with his sister. 

“IT know she’s popular. She can even be snobby to me 
sometimes,” said 
Allen. 

Behind the 
Sota abiesis 
seems to be a re- 
lationship full of 
love that no one 
can surpass. 

At the age of 
10, Allen was di- 
agnosed_ with 
Crohn’s disease, a disorder of the intestinal tract characterized 
by inflammation and deep ulcers. 

“Many people take their siblings for granted,” Amy said. 

“With a sibling, you share the same blood and genes. It 
doesn’t get any closer than that.” 

Amy and Allen may not live separate lives, but they 
definitely are from the same world. 

“T look up to her because she has an optimistic outlook 
on life. Watching the way she lives life helps increase my 
strength, especially with my disease, which can hold me back at 
times,” he said. 

The Swicks share a bond that would be hard to break. 
That bond is full of love, strength, and determination that only a 
sibling relationship can hold. 

“T could not have asked for anyone better as a sister. 
She is my best friend,” said Allen. 


Watching the way she lives life 


helps increase my strength. 
-sophomore Allen Swick, about sister Amy 


ile hospitalized in 
Indianapolis, Allen 
as visited by Amy 
each weekend. 
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nior Greg Ross intercepted a 
long pass. The pass would have given 
sophomore Jamal Robinson a goal. 

Ross’s interception in the video 
game NCAA GameBreaker ’99 caused 
Robinson to throw the controller and 
start walking away 

“I’m done, I’m done. You get 
me so mad sometimes,” said Robinson 
to Ross with a huff. 

Many Bruins, like Robinson 
and Ross, often find themselves sitting 
in front of the television with a control- 
ler in hand, playing popular video games 
in their free time. 

“Sometimes you get bored and 
don’t have anything to do when you are 
living in Ft. Wayne,” said Robinson. 


[Ome eee 
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This is one of Robinson and 
Ross’s reasons for gaming so much. 

The two, who have been friends 
for over 11 years, enjoy playing video 
sports games best of all. 

One attraction to sports games 
for the two guys is the fact that they both 
enjoy playing real-life sports games in 
their free time. 

Sometimes the two play NBA 
Live 2000 and then go outside to play 
basketball in the driveway. 

One of Robinson’s favorite 
video games is NCAA GameBreaker 
‘99. Ross’s favorite game is Tekken 3, 
a fighting game, and their favorite video 
game system is definitely Playstation 2. 

According to the two young 
men, games are great because of the a 
tion and the games’ realism. I 


ntreality, 


v 


After school and on the weekends, 


_,»Ross and Robinson (left to right) get 


logether to play video games such as 
NCAA C lameBreaker ‘99 and Tekken 3. 


Greg and 


Jamal’s 
Top 5 video 


4. 
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srio Brothers 3. 


Football 
INSIGHT 


Junior Greg Ross and sophomore 
Jamal Robinson explore the fantasy 
world found in video games 


\Student Spotlight 
freshman Michelle DeCamp 


Describe your ideal vacation. Taking the 
time to get away from the distractions of 
everyday life. 

What are your —— 
long-term goals? 
To live life to the 
fullest. 

What is your fa- 
vorite color and 
why? Red. I don’t 
really know why. 
What is your fa- 
vorite movie? The 
Princess Bride. 
Do you have a fa- A VS 
voritequoteorany 
words of wisdom to share? A relationship 
is based on trust. Without trust the relation- 
ship is bound to fail. 


that makes you 
think of nothing 
else...is a good 
game,” said Ross. 

she sve 
realisty-based 
games are be- 
coming more and 
more popular, of- 
ten because of the 
advanced tech- 
nology that is used to make them 3-D, or in some cases, fully interactive 
environments. 

Video games bring Robinson and Ross together quite often, to spend 
quality time with each other and to sink away into a different and very enjoy- 
able reality for them. In the process, their friendly and sometimes intense 
competition helps make their friendship stronger. 

This competition. Perhaps it’s just another way of showing why video 
games are so popular among high school students. As Robinson and Ross 
agreed, it lets them go to an another time and environment where they can let 
their emotions just go. For example, Robinson and Ross enjoyed destroying 
each other with plasma rifles (in the popular X-Box game Halo). 

bad ‘A good thing about video games is you don’t get hurt,” said Ross. 
Sports games, first-person shooters, RPGs, and strategy games are 
just a few types of the popular games in the vast expanse of video gaming. 
They let people experience many different types of reality, while never hav- 
ing to leave the comfort of their own living room. 
At the beginning of sports games, Ross and Robinson said they like 


eC | S = to try to guess the ending score. 
eee0e8 One time, Ross guessed that he would get past 100 points in the video 


game NCAA GameBreaker ‘99 and Robinson would only get 12 points. 


-junior Greg Ross, on what Ross was very close to his guess. He ended with 102 points and 
makes a great video game Robinson had 20. Again in a huff, Robinson got mad and shut off the Playstation 


2. So much for that game. 
‘“He’s my friend and all,” said Ross. “But I just got to beat him.” 
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Wolpert back from injury to take on competition 


amanda ostoich 


ter an injury to her arm this 

er, senior Whitney Wolpert has 

overcome obstacles to compete as 

Northrop’s strongest lady diver this sea- 
son. 

Coached by former Northrop 

student Kyle Skelton, Wolpert has pro- 

vided leadership for Northrop’s swim 


and dive team for all four years of her 
pastes vie SNS 


igh school. 


What are some of your top accomplish- 
ments as a diver? Going to state sopho- 
more and junior years and making a na- 
tional dive team, and getting all-area last 
year. 
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What was your injury this summer? | 
broke my arm and had to have two plates 
and 13 screws put in. 


How did the injury affect your diving 
career? At first, I was really tentative to 
get back on the trampoline (to practice 
diving). Mentally, it’s kind of stressful 
to get back into it. ’'m so used to not 
having to worry about diving. 


Where are some places you’ ve gone for 
competition? New York and Kentucky. 


Who is your personal coach, and how 
do they help you? Kyle Skelton, the 
(dive) coach for Northrop. He also 
coaches me for the national dive team. 
He’s been through the same things I 
have. My other coach, Tod Waikle, just 
coaches me and tells me what I’m do- 
ing wrong. He puts up with me. He’s 
modified my diving practices. 


How has diving for 
Northrop made you 
a better diver? Hav- 
ing Kyle as my 
coach sl ecetsthe 
same coaching as 
on the national 
team. 


How has being Ar- 
lington Park (swim 
club’s) dive coach 
changed your view 
of the sport? I real- 
ize that it’s difficult 
for people to learn 
the sport, and it has 
helped me learn 
more about my div- 
ing by seeing other 
people. 


How do you feel 
you have grown as 
a diver? Taking my 
freshman year, 
starting out, I didn’t 
CVen wena kema 6 
through sectionals. 
Now through 
regionals and state, 
ieitcelethatelavc 
learned a lot. 


Do you see yourself having a future in 
diving? I’ ve been offered scholarships for 
diving, but since my injury, I’m not re- 
ally sure what this season will hold. De- 
pending on this season, we’ll see. 


Outside of diving, what are your plans for 
the future? I plan to go to college. I'd like 


to major in either elementary education 
or some counseling field. More than 
likely, I will be at Purdue. 


Has all of the hard work been worth it? 
Yes. It’s just been an awesome experi- 
ence. I probably take for granted that 
people don’t have something they can en- 
joy this much. 


b probably take for granted that people don't have 


something they enjoy this much: 
-senior diver Whitney Wolpert 
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Joe we go. Time for my an- 


nual boys’ basketball predictions in the 
SAC. Elmhurst is really good. Luers is 
really bad, and Northrop is 
somewhere in between. 

This year will show- 
case individual stars like 
Elmhurst senior James Hardy 
and Snider sophomore 
Marques Johnson. The Bruins 
have four experienced seniors, 
and a slew of talented juniors 
as well. Let’s see how the 
league will rank: 

1. Elmhurst 

The Trojans went to 
the 3A state finals last year, and 
return with the area’s, and 
maybe the state’s best player. 

Senior Chad Edmonds play 
smart and is a great athlete, and they 


have 


hard. 


Prime 
Time 


Or, 
nn Q Xe 


jo minnich 


Senior forward Tyrus Walker goes for a 
score in a scrimmage. The Bruins also won 
their season opener against Dekalb, 71-55. 


SPOR 


C boys’ basketball predictions 


other talent as well. The Trojans 


are well-coached, talented, fast, and play 


And when the going gets tough, 
they have Hardy to do it all for 
them. 

2. Snider 

Last year, Snider 
started two freshmen, and two 
other freshmen played regularly. 
Senior guard Geno Parker is a 
great outside shooter. Johnson, 
a sophomore forward, can score 
inside or outside almost at will. 
Last year, he was the best fresh- 
man I had ever seen. 

With so much young 
alent, they will win a lot, but are 
still a year away from contention. 
3. Concordia 
This team only lost one 
person from last year’s team. 
These guys play well together. If 
someone can pick up the slack in- 
side, they'll be good. 

Senior forward Deon 

White is their best player. Most 

people think they’II win the league, 

but they don’t have anyone to stop 

Hardy or Johnson. 

4. Northrop 
r the Bruins 
have the talent and experience to 
put it all together. Senior Josh 

Gaines is the best post player in 

the league, maybe area. It will 

come down to guard play. 

Junior John Lange is tal- 
ented, and if he can put it all to- 
gether, the Bruins will be much im- 
proved. This team has some good 
shooters. If the offense picks up, 
they could pick off Concordia or 
Snider in the standings. 

5. Harding 

Coach Al Gooden is an 
excellent coach and they always 
put together good teams around 
one star player. This year senior 
guard Brandon Foster will be the 


Top 


SAC boys’ basketball 
players 


1. James Hardy, guard, 


Elmhurst, senior 


Josh Gaines, center, 
Northrop, senior 


3. Marques Johnson, 
forward, Snider, sophomore 


Mike Steinau, guard, 
Dwenger, senior 


Deon White, forward, 
Concordia, senior 


man. They’re great athletes. 

6. Dwenger 

Senior Mike Steinau is the best 
point guard in the league, and have two 
other returning starters. Other than 
Steinau, they won’t have much offense 
though. They’re overrated. 

7. Southside 

They always have athletic 
teams, but until some players start to 
step up, they won’t contend. 

8. Northside 

At least senior guard Neil 
Collins will be good. They’ Il upset some 
teams that don’t come to play. 

9. Wayne 

They are a few years away from 
building up a good program. They usu- 
ally have good guard play, but lack size. 

10. Luers 

Not good. Only a few wins are 
reasonable. They have a new coach and 
a young roster. 
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Wrestlers driven by intense training, diet 


pe richardson 
» Senior Jeremy Klinker squirted 


white foam into his palm and began to 
rub it all 
over the 


uncov- | had to lose 


ered parts 


body to pre- 

vent ringworm. The clock 

struck 3 p.m. and the whistle blew in 
the wrestling room. 


“Start your three minute jog,” 
commanded head 
wrestling coach Andréw : 


After their jog, Klinker and 
teammate junior Justin Shank formed 
a large circle with the other wrestlers 
to begin stretching. They had to stretch 
out all parts of their body. 

“It’s so you don’t cramp up 
during exercises and drills,” said Shank, 
who wrestles in the 119-pound weight 
class. 

Wrestlers also have to make 
certain weight requirements to be in 
specific classes. These classes range 
from the lowest class at 103 pounds to 
the 215 pounds. Anyone over 215 
pounds is in the heavy weight class. All 
wrestlers are required to be in a certain 
class. 

“TI had to lose 16 pounds in 
three days to make weight,” said 
Klinker, who wrestles in the 130-pound 
weight class. 

Wrestlers lose weight in many 
different ways. Klinker lost his by run- 
ning, not eating much food, and work- 
ing extra hard in practice. 


I'd say that the hardest part 


For conditioning, wrestlers 
do many different activities in prac- 
tice. After their jog and stretching, 
they do different moves such as 


“It’s nice to look back and know 
you ve done something,” said Klinker. 

He exemplifies the Bruin tough- 
ness, wrestling last year with an injured 


[6 pounds in three days to make Vee 
of his ~senior wrestler Jeremy Klinker 


sprints 

and jump-overs to help improve skills 
and technique. 

“I'd say that the hardest part 

would be conditioning,” said Shank. 

After conditioning, they 

move on to six-minute scrimmage 

matches and onto a learning session. 


YY OUulcaner 
take any 
match lightly 
or you'll get 
beat,” said 
Shipe in a re- 
cent learning 
session. 

I n 
these’ ses- 
sions, Shipe 
gathers the 
team around 
and teaches 
new moves 
and what to 
do in specific 
CUSeS, elie 
also encour- 
ages them on 
what they'll 
do and what 
tal €:yie vac 
done. 


arm. 
Even though wrestling is a very 
demanding sport that causes its members 
to work their bodies to the max, many 
feel it is all well worth the effort. 
“Yeah, I think it’s fun, and it 
gives me something to do,” said Shank. 


would be conditioning. Take down: ugunior wrestler Justin Shank works hard with 


-junior wrestler Justin Shank 
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his teammates on new moves during practice. The wres- 
tling team has many physically-imposing tasks. 


ORTS 
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Three Bruins sign at 
division 1 universities 


Senior track and field stars 

dal Carr, Zakiya Robinson, and 
Brandon Schneider recently signed 
four-year scholarships with universi- 
ties. Carr and Robinson received full- 
ride scholarships, while Schneider is 


ing a partial scholarship. 
Carr and Robinson signed last 
nth with Indiana University. 


.) “Ichose IU because I like the 
coach,” said Robinson. “That’s the 
biggest thing because I'll be there for 
four years.“ 

Schneider signed with Uni- 
versity of Alabama for pole-vaulting. 
A big part of his decision, like 
Robinson, is because of Alabama’s 
coach. 

“He reminds me a lot of 
coach Shank,” said Schneider. 

For all three, it took a lot of 
training to achieve these scholarships. 

POut.of all these years, 
hardwork has paid off. The future will 
be interesting,” said Robinson. 


Girls’ basketball sports 
junior-led team 


We're a young team get- 
ing experience, and we are moving,” 


said Greg Rahrer, the new girls’ bas- 
ketball coach. 


—~ “We are actually good, but 
people won’t think we are as good 
because we lost top players last 
year,” said sophomore post player 
Faith Sherrill. 

The girls are led by junio 
Jamika Gates, Samantha Harriyjand 


Jessica Gerke. 
“Bishop Luers, Snider, 
Northsidegand Elmhurst are our big- 


gest competition,” said Rahrer. 


Spo 


Girls’ swim and dive 
showcases new team 


The girls’ swim and dive team 

as a record of 1-1 after a win against 

Marion on Novy. 20 and a loss against 

Carroll on Nov. 25. Northrop beat 

Marion with a final score of 100-86, and 
lost to Carroll with a score of 123-63. 

Some of the top swimmers are 

seniors Emily Schultz, Cara Lazoff, 

Shauntel Elcock, and freshman Amanda 

Griffith. Senior Whitney Wolpert is the 


top diver (see page 12). 


“It’s anew and young team, but 
I expect that we will grow as a team and 
develop a new identity. I don’t know 
what the team is capable of yet for this 


year,” said head coach Ann Long. 


The next meet is Dec. 11 at 


Angola. 


Boys’ swim and dive starts 


season against Dekalb 


The boys’ swim and dive team 
started it’s season on Dec. 2 with a 75- 


70 loss to the Dekalb Barons. 


Junior Mike Raypole won the 
200 and 500 free race. He also was part 
of the 200 free relay that won. The relay 
sophomore Tyler 
Neuenschwander, and freshmen Kendall 
Church and Alex Fansler. Fansler also 


also. featured 


won the 200 IM (intermedley relay). 


“They put forth a great effort 


T f 1- ios : : 
C. : bea; (SPOS 2 4 pineix first meet,” said head coach Lisa 
eo Ketcham. 


Placing second in different 
events were Neuenschwander and jun- 


ior Matt Kincaid. 


Hockey team gets offtoa 


ton the ice 


have a lot of work to do,” said head 
coach Dave Rogers. 


a. boys’ basketball team 


71-55 inyZ 


I think we’re doing well, but 
ere is still room for improvement. We 


The hockey team’s record 
stands at 5-1-3 so far this year. 

“We need to check (block 
opposing players) more,” said se- 
nior defenseman David Mahlock. 

Coach and players were in 
agreement on improvements that 
need to be made. 

“I’m very pleased with 
them. They are enjoyable to coach,” 
said Rogers. 


Bowling team strikes 
back after winning state 


A : 
e bowling team started 
is month with its first game against 


Elmhurst. 

Home games are played at 
Key Lanes, located on Goshen Road. 

“| just want people to come, 
It’s open to anyone and you get in 
free,” said team sponsor Eric 
Erdman. 

The team is trying to repeat 
its succegs from last_season, as they 
won the Sanam title. 

Some of the top players in- 
clude senior Mike Ryan and junior 
Justin Watson. 


Boys’ basketball win first 


game, and lose second 


beat Dekal 
the Bruin’s home opener. 
The Bruins lost their con- 
ference opener to Concordia, 69-60. 
Senior post player Josh 
Gaines scored 19 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds against 
Concordia. 
Junior point guard John 
Lange passed for eight assists. 


fAz 
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Smokey Bones a great steakhouse escape 


We went there on opening 
night. Smokey Bones restaurant, located 
at Jefferson 
Pointe, reminded 


us of an exotic 
ski resort. Order Up 
The first 


impression was 
one of confusion 
and a little disap- 
pointment. After 
asking three dif- 
ferent people for 
a table, a hostess~ 
, finally directed 
us to a “pe on 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


The wait was under 20 minutes, 
which is good for a small restaurant’s 
ebut night. The inside decor was simi- 
lar to a lodge—all wood. The highlight 
was a mural of a mountain range, com- 
plete with a lit background. 

The lobby also had oversized 
leather couches to relax on while wait- 
ing to be seated. Or, for those over 21, 
a full-service bar (in which they tried 
to seat us three times). 

The hostess who sat us was 


Cat in the Hat. 
Dr. Seuss is 
always popular. 


-English teacher 
Mary Anne Logan 


Fif. is funny. Everybody's seeing it. 


-freshman Lindsay Kemery 


genuinely kind. There were about a 
dozen televisions hanging up, and as we 
were seated, she explained to us how to 
listen to each television. 

Between television noise, loud 
talking, and music overhead, the place 
wasn’t too Nols) stronically. 


burger. She thought it was so close to 


the real thing that sometimes she had to © 


stop and question the background of it. 

Jo, thinking that the “half” in 
her half-chicken barbeque platter meant 
half the size of a regular portion, was 
surprised when her dish was actually a 
half chicken. She hardly made a dent. 
The barbeque wasn’t strong enough, but 
the actual chicken was close to the best 
she’s ever had. 

The french fries were nothing 
spectacular. The seasonings had poten- 
tial, but the fries were soggy. 

The dessert of Smokey Bones’s 
famous doughnuts was pleasing. The 
sugared doughnuts were served with 
strawberry sauce. 

Overall, the experience was 


anda ordered the vegetarian 


The new Smokey Bones steakhouse 
opened Nov. 18 at Jefferson Pointe. 


great, 
complaint we did have was 
that too many people asked us how our 
meal was. Food could hardly be swal- 
lowed before we had to answer some- 
one. 

When we paid, we were given 
a number to call to report the service. 
The manager was also very nice. He 
boosted our grade of the restaurant. 

Unfortunately, after the great 
surroundings of a mountain resort, we 
had to exit back into rainy Indiana 
weather after paying the bill. B+ 


Which holiday movie 
will top the box office? 


Lord of the Rings. 
Everyone’s waiting for 
that to come out. 
-sophomore Josh Maze 


Eif. It's a 
Christmas 
movie. 

-senior Jen Beaumont 


Catvin the Hat. It's geared 
more toward children. 


-junior Amber Michael 


Alternative rock 

bands Jettingham 
and Heavy Step 
bring a name to 
Ft. Wayne 


sarah leavell 


(oon these worries, hurries in 
ies. Drop those overflows, cheer 


grows at our shows. 

hese are lyrics” from 
Jettingham’s “Tattoo This Song,” de- 
scribing that when they perform, their 
fan base increases. 

Jettingham, along with other 
fellow band Heavy Step, are two rock 
bands that originated in Ft. Wayne. 

According to jettingham.com, 
Jettingham (formally called Abraham) 
got arecord deal with Universal Records 
and released their self-titled CD 
Jettingham in 2001. 

Their newest CD, Stop, Rock & 
Roll, was released on Mattermunch 
records this summer. Jettingham’s mu- 
sic can also be found on the American 
Pie 2 soundtrack. 

It seems 


that most of 


Jettingham’s songs have to do with their 
personal relationships with women. 

Jettingham does not have any 
shows scheduled right now for the fu- 
ture, but they have gone on tour in the 
past. 


The main venues for Jettingham 
are mostly lo- 
cal, including 
night clubs 
such as 
Pickle ssa 1G= 
cated in the 
Market place 
of Canter- 
bury. 

Another local band is Heavy 
Step, formed in 1996. 

Heavy Step, like Jettingham, 


ee 
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has a lot of songs relating to their break- 
ups and makeups with women, but it’s 
their ska type music makes them differ- 
ent. 

According to dictionary.com, 
ska is music that blends rhythms from 
blues, jazz and calypso, and is marked 
by a fast tempo. 

“Most 
of the band 
met at my 
old skate 
shop, Funk 
Emporium, 
in down- 
[Om won 
Ft.Wayne,” 
said Heavy Step guitarist Justin 
Maloney. 

“Most of the guys that originally 
made up the band were Northside stu- 
dents. 


Heavy Step first formed under 
the name Skavossas. The group has 
played lots of shows, including opening 
for the Foo Fighters and Eve 6. 

“My personal highlight would 
have to be a show we played in Milwau- 
kee,” said Maloney. 

“A friend got us on the bill with 
two to three other bands. Before the 
show, they were trying to decide who 
would go on last and never spoke a word 
to us, so we went on first. Later that 
night, all of the other bands were telling 
us we should have headlined.” 

To listen to Heavy Step, check 
out their newest CD, The Long Shot. 


Top Ten 


Local rock bands 


1. Blame it on Rio 


/ 


/ 
2. Vandolah 
. 


ie 


SB ePwitte Py gx 


4. Cookie Puss oe Va 
5. Definitely Gary © 
at 


ef 
6. Serum — 


i 
oa / 
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7. Downbreed 
8. Sfumato 
9. Leeko 


10. Loose Change 


-source: X102.3 FM website 
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/ypine fe when he has to dress in the tradi- 
/" tional elf costume (especially the yellow 


Ferrell’s smart comedy 
makes Elf a must-see 
this holiday season 


ariel case 


est known for his acting in Old 

Chool and on Saturday Night Live, Will 

Ferrell has chosen to test his acting skills 

once more as a leading role in the new holi- 
day movie, FIf- 

This holiday tale, directed by Jon 

és you into-the very small 


teresting life of an elf 


( 


tights) and keep a straight face throughout 
the hilarious movie. 

The story begins on Christmas 
Eve, when Ferrell, as a little baby in an or- 
phanage crawls into Santa’s bag of toys and 
unknowingly is carried back to the work- 
shop at the North Pole. 

When he is discovered by elves at 
the workshop, he is taken care of by an elf 
that had always wanted children (played by Bob Newhart). 
From the writing stitched on his diaper, the elves named the 
human baby Buddy. 

The little boy grows up to be a very large elf, almost 
three times the size of the others. 

Ferrell adds to the role of this extra large elf with his 
own height by making Buddy’s elf life an interesting experi- 
ence to watch. He has to sleep across two very small elf beds 
and clean up in a shower that is only big enough for his legs. 
His curly brown hair also looks really cute in his elf hat. 

Ferrell’s goofy personality and crafty use of words 
makes the movie cute and cunning. He is able to turn simple 
words into hilarious phrases that made the movie very funny. 
In an enthusiastic way, he makes the plot of the story less 


printed with permission by Maxim 


boring and meaningful. 

His kindly innocence and enthusiasm carries the film 
and warms the atmosphere. 

Buddy soon realizes that he is not an ordinary elf and 
would never really fit into the elf world. Here, he decides to 
travel to New York in search of his biological father, Walter 


Hobbs (played by James Caan), who is plac 
list by Santa. 

Buddy is disappointed by his fat er$ attitude and sur- 
prise of a child he has never seen of or heard of before. 

With the attempt to spread a positive Christmas spirit 
and the funny atmosphere, there couldn’t have been a better 
person for the character of Buddy other than Ferrell. 
Ferrell: A- Movie: B+ 


on the naughty 
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First it was the curl, then it was 
ids, and now it’s the fade. Male hair- 
styles are also changing 


more and more, andare “™ 
being influenced by Trend 
many music artists. Alert 


R&B artist 
Ginuwine went from a 
curl to braids, and then 
to a fade, R. Kelly went 
from being bald to 
braids, and Sisqo went 
from low-cut fade to 
braids. Rap artists Ja 
Rule, Nick Cannon, 
Outkast’s Big Boi, and 
Bow Wow went from braids to a fade 
(low-cut hair that fades). 

Apparently there are many dif- 
ferent fade styles. A few of the most 
popular styles are a bald even (hair on 


Cierra Bodie 


Movie sequels often ruin 


stephanie phillips 


( E Everybody seems to remember 
acaulay Culkin as the ingenious but 
smart- mouthed kid with his hands on 
his screaming face who filled the house 
with booby-traps in the movies Home 
Alone and Home Alone 2: Lost in New 
York. 

To the disappointment of many 
fans, a third movie was created with a 
new plot and entirely different actors. 

If a movie made an actor well- 
known, then the actor shouldn’t be re- 
placed by someone new. And if the ac- 
tor has grown too old for a sequel, as 
was the case with Culkin, then the movie 
series should end. 

One of the worst changes in 
movie history, in my opinion, has to be 
the change in one of America’s most 
famous movies, The Wizard of Oz. 

Judy Garland became famous 
for her role as Dorothy in this classic 
movie. To the horror and disappoint- 


(AR eee 


the top and none around the sides), an 
even (the hair is all one length), and a 
taper (an even with the sides shaded). 
The messy look is also a popu- 
lar male hairstyle. It’s a longer style that 
requires a haircut every so often. It’s the 
just-got-out-of the-shower look. 
Actors Colin Farrell, Paul 


Walker, and Ashton Kutcher have that 
nels 


As far as hair color goes, who- 
ever said blondes have more fun meant 
brunette is better, because dark hair is 
definitely making a comeback this year. 

The popular hairstyles last year 
were blonde highlights, or light colored 
hair, but now it seems it is the complete 
opposite. Makeup and hair stylists 
Marco Franchetti and Carrie Parish of 
Instyle magazine say that going back to 
your natural color is popular now. 


ment of many, Disney then decided to 
create a sequel called Return to Oz. 
But who’s returning to Oz? Certainly not 
Garland. 

According to returntoozthe 
movie.com, Return to Oz is “one of the 
most critically lambasted movies in re- 
cent memory.” 

It destroyed the reputation of the 


thinking of the audience when they cre- 
ate these sequels? 

A movie may be a great piece 
of work, but it just isn’t the same with- 
out the original actors. 

Fortunately, some directors 
know that a famous movie isn’t the same 
without the actors who were made fa- 
mous by the movies. 

Will Smith is most remembered 
for his role as Agent J in Men in Black. 

Five years later in 2002, the di- 
rectors created a sequel, Men in Black 
tie 


movie that made Judy Garland Be eee 
Are directors and producers\ 


so dark hair wouldn’t go well with a fair 
complexion. 

Pop star Christina Aguilera, for- 
ly a blonde bombshell, is now ma- 
hogany brown. She went from nice to! 
naughty, and the coincidence is, she is 
making more money. Not only did her 
hair color change, but her career as well. 

Other stars such as Jessica Alba 
and Kirsten Dunst also went from light 
to dark. Mandy Moore went back to her 

iginal brown too. The saying dark and 
lovely and so divine is making an 1m- 
act these days. Instyle magazine also 
ays that bangs are definitely the style. 

Whether it’s straight across 
bangs or long feathered bangs, braids or 
fades, the styles will continue changing. 


the original 


The movie not only featured 
Will Smith returning as Agent J. It also 
featured Tommy Lee Jones returning as 
Agent K, who had left the organization 
at the end of the first movie. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger was 
made famous from his role in The Ter- 
minator. 

This movie was made in the late 
ut the sequels are still continuing. 

When Schwarzenegger said his 
famous lines, “I'll be back,” he certainly 
wasnt lying because he’s continued his 
role in Terminator IT and Terminator IIT 
and will return once again in the upcom- 
ing Terminator IV. 

A movie may be popular and it 
could top the box office, but once an 
actor has starred in that role, the sequels 
should cast the same actor. But if the 
actor is no longer available for the part, 
forget the sequel. 

Replacing the actors could ruin 
the reputation of the first movie and the 
actors that they made famous. 
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—eation in all schools nationwide. 


FWCS fails flawed No Child 
Left Behind standards 


staff edjtorial The majority of What’s 
2 y Bruin? feels it’s nearly impos- 
sible to increase the intellectual 
abilities of students when the 
funding for schools continues to 
be cut. 


J 


‘/The goal is to improve edu- 


Unfortunately, the black 
ribbon has been pinned on Ft. 
Wayne Community 
Schools sys- 
tem after the 
majority 
failed to pass 
the standards 
of the newest 
No Child Left Behind 
Act, passed by the federal 
government to improve edu- 
cation. 

The act was instituted 
by President George W. 
Bush. 


We live ina place called 
reality, where size and 
diversity, along with 
students who just 
don’t care, can put 
school districts 
like FWCS at a 
big disadvantage. 

Y OF Ui ig 


iS school system 
ee 


This is 
‘Mposs ‘ble! 


should not be 
given a bad name 
aSParresultso 

those students 


Fur - —— TG and a stan- 
thermore, the dard that 
act is a standard seems 1m- 
placed on all possible to 
school systems in reach. 
the nation and eee The initial 
must be reached. > intent of 

“Failing “Ft. the No 
Wayne schools) f\ Child Left 
WehC wt ® Coma Behind Act is 
named in~g=—™ good. But 
fine — politicians 
in Novem- pressured 
ber. to improve education, that in- 

The schools listed in Au- volves labeling schools and stu- 


dents from afar, will only con- 
tinue to be a problem as long as 
this act remains as is. 

The new federal stan- 
dards must be revised. 


gust faced sanctions, including of- 
fering parents the choice of send- 
ing their children\to another 
school and offering additional tu- 
toring programs. 
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Letters to 
the editor 


Church scandals 
need to be forgiven 


What is going on in the Roman 
ic church is unfortunate, but 
1ésts and pastors are people too. 

Just because someone is a priest 
or pastor does not mean they don’t sin. 
However, sin is still grievous. That is 
why there is forgiveness. 

My biggest role model is pas- 
tor Jeff Sloan at Harvest Free Will Bap- 
tist Church. He is always there to shake 
your hand and offer sound wisdom for 
the week. 

Remember to give your pastor 
or priest encouragement and to shake 
their hands. 

It makes their jobs easier, and 
trust me, it is not easy. 


-junior Eric Glover 


Sex offenders need 
harsher punishments 


There’s the innocent Texan 
man who was beaten when the former 
owner of his house, a registered sex of- 
fender, failed to update his address. 

Personally, I am in full favor of 
destroying sex offender registries all 
together. 

It’s the judicial system that 
needs to be harsher on them. 

If the court deems that some- 
one is likely to recommit their crime, 
then they should never be put back into 
society. 

Maybe sexual offenders in the 
U.S. should just be glad they don’t live 
in Italy, where groups are lobbying for 
the castration of sex offenders. 


{ 


| 
.-sophomore Maree Deyenfer~ 
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Disabled children are 
just special 


s the assistant cook for AWS 
edar summer camps, mental and 
physical disabilities become an every- 
day part of my life. 

I’ve been given the chance to 
see the world through different eyes. 

From the eyes of the sweet little 
boy in the wheelchair who understands 
every word you say to him, but like 
many, can’t make his body respond the 
way he wants it to. 

Many of our regular campers 
attend Northrop, or the programs at 
Elmhurst and Wayne high schools. 

Sure, it’s hard to drag my rear 
out of bed, but I’ve got some very cool 
kids to spend time with. 


-sophomore Maree Deventer 


Block-4 schedule 
ruins education 


4 t. Wayne Community Schools 
moved to a block scheduling sys- 
tem. 

The basic tenet is that students 
meet for a longer block of time and still 
accomplish what was once done in an 
academic year in only one semester. Ev- 
eryone agrees that this is impossible. 
Students learn less. 

Clearly, the new schedule has 


led to a considerable watering down of 


student learning. 

In effect, students take more 
years of a subject, but learn less in each 
year. Nothing is gained academically. 
In fact, much is lost. 

As concerned educators and an 
intelligent student body in a democratic 
society, the topic of our academically- 
impoverished schedule should be dis- 
cussed. 


-foreign language teacher Kris 
Kallmeyer 


Describe your 
feelings when 
you learned 


Santa wasn’t real. 


| was 

crushed 
when | 
caught my 
dad 
snarfing the, 


Oreo 


cookies. / 


-senior Breanna Jacquay 


-sophomore Tyler 
Trouten 


i 
schb0l 


| didnt 
want to 
give up the 
belief that 


| felt like 
my par- 


_ents were 


liars and | 


there in 
my mind, 
and then 
wasn't 
anymore. 


-freshman Erica Treadway 


[oRUSAS SS 2\ 


I Nividly remember painting a 
le in my art class at Jefferson 
Middle School my seventh-grade year. 


ceiling 


It was a ‘window with flowers~I was 
never very arti ic in the sense of paint- 
ing, but everyone got a chance to paint 
until theip’imagination, or paint, fan dry 
that yeat. \ 

| When it all came together, even 
the ones like me who didn’t have the 
born talent to paint added to that colo 
ful ceiling. y, 
It’S\unfortunate to say that this 
year, all of thosé Jefferson students will 
have to find their own time to paint ceil- 
ing tiles. No, the ceiling tiles aren’t gone, 
nor is the paint all dried up. The money 
iS. 

FWCS announced a $17 million 
budget cut last school year. With the 
reduction, each’school had to find dif- 
to cut. The administrators 
e any choice, and the fact that 
hey Mad to cut programs is unfair. 

It’s unfair to not only the admin- 
istrators, but to the future of our genera- 


tanya burgess 


Walking through the crowd, 
€ were flashing signs that read 20 
rcent off. 

Pushing and tugging to get the 
last the toys on sale, I realized holidays 
are coming fast. 

Unfortunately, the holidays 

have become more than a little materi- 

alistic. 

At first, being with the ones you 

loved was all that was needed on the 
olidays. But now, it seems a holiday 

isn’t a celebration without a gift — lots 


22 


be surprised if "only the basic subjects 
were taught,and all the music and art 


programs were cut out completely. 


This will surely make for a 


dreary and dull future. 


We are sending a message to the 
children that things like art and music 
don’t matter very much. We are essen- 
tially trapping their 
imaginations, and not 
letting them grow. 

LP hknowee i 
wouldn’t have as much 
appreciation for art if I 
didn’t get involved in 
my middle school art 
classes, or especially in 


Intuition 


my high school photog- 
raphy classes. 

Heck, I know Rachelle 
students who come to Reichert 


school just for the sole 
purpose of getting to go to art class, or 
band class. 

Last year, in an interview with 
local musician Sunny Taylor, Taylor 
confessed she wouldn’t have stayed in- 
terested in school as long if it hadn’t 
been for band director Barry Ashton and 
his marching band. 

Would Sunny Taylor have 
stayed enrolled in school if it hadn’t been 
an option to take band? 


of gifts. 

According to CNN, Americans 
spent more than $13 billion last Christ- 
mas season. 

It seems businesses have be- 
come greedy as the prices of items in- 
crease when the holidays roll around. 

According to Techweb News, 
online retail sales are expected to reach 
17 billion this year. 

As the years have passed, the 
need for the new designer items have 
increased. Society would rather buy that 
perfest gift and spend the extra money, 


a loved 


We are cutting back the pro- 
grams that keep kids interested in learn- 
ing. 

Maybe I do not know how to 
figure a national, or even school district 
level budget, but I do know that we need 
to re-evaluate what we are cutting be- 
fore we go destroying these programs. 

With recent reports that the 
majority of FWCS schools failed to 
meet Bush’s standards this year, schools 
are now focusing more on the basic sta- 
tistics. 

We are looking at numbers too 
much that don’t mean a thing to the 
school system. Yes, the numbers inform 
administration of how many students are 
passing or not, but cutting programs is 
not the answer to help increase the pass- 
ing percentage. 

Instead of cutting back, I be- 
lieve we need to find an interest for all 
students. We need more school pride, 
school spirit, and essentially, we need 
to get the students to want to be here. 

This, of course, is not going to 
happen, but I believe it will have more 
of a positive effect than to cut the pro- 
grams students love. 

If elective programs continue to 
be cut, the hope and aspiration of want- 
ing to come to school for some will dry 
up, just like the paint on my ceiling tile 
in seventh grade—only in a bad sense. 


\ Time with family beats materialistic holiday 


one. 

According to eBags online 
holiday sales increased 101 percent fro 
a year ago. 

Sales have become more ideal 
istic for customers during the holidays 
This creates more sales, more custom 
ers, and more earned money for th 
stores. This has become a greedy busi 
ness technique. 

Rather than waiting in line f 
hours, you could spend a pleasa 
evening at home with your family. Thi 
nt that doesn’t cost a 


Yes 
alicia wireman 


As I checked my class rank, 
blood boiled and my heartbeat reac 
aximum velocity. 


“bumped my way into the top 10 of 
class. 


Anybody who actually cares about his or her grades 
knows exactly how this feels. 

Most high schools throughout Ft. Wayne offer ad- 
vanced placement (AP) courses to honors students. 

AP classes are similar to college courses, but are 
offered at the high school level to those students who have 
achieved and maintained good grades. 

Those students who pass these difficult classes earn 
an extra 0.025 to their GPA. This weighting of grades to 
boost the GPA no doubt is helpful, a reward of sorts. 

If a student has the ability to pass 
this class (a course that is obviously above 
high school students’ abilities), then that 
student should have the right to re- 
ceive additional benefits. 

Those students who 
choose not to take these 
classes may whine or com- 
plain about the weighted 
grading and use the excuse 
that it’s not fair that they 
can’t receive the extra boost 
to their GPA. 

These classes consist of 
more reports, more lectures, more read- 
ing, and more work in class. 

Honestly, these students have no clue of 
the difficulty level of these classes, 
and if they did, their whin- 
ing would surely cease. 

The AP classes are not provided to scare stu- 
dents, but to merely provide a glimpse of college life. In 
order to encourage those students who are qualified to sign 
up, the extra boost to the GPA is definitely needed. 

I’m sure that there are other students who care 
about their grades just as much as I do, and they know 
exactly where I’m coming from. 

But in order for me to experience college courses 
in high school and to keep my spot in the top 10, I not only 
want, but need that extra kick. 


[OR 


Are No 
aking 
grades | 


Nf 


Janda ostoich 


Albert Einstein didn’t speak fly rl 
/} / extyfonit the age of nine. He was prob - 
/ ably/reprimanded for his silence and set 
| back because of his flaws. People prob- 
| ably called one of the most genius men 


a 
fai r P. | ie our world stupid. 


/ Without giving people tim o 

prove themselves and recognize their 
talents, we are underestimating our youth and what they 
are capable of. 

Northrop’s weighted grading system may be re- 
warding its star students for their hard work and determina- 
tion, but it is in turn lowering the class rank and self-esteem 
of students who have not yet found their niche in school or 
society. 

Northrop adds 0.025 to a student’s GPA for each 
advanced placement (AP) class they take. This increases 
their rank, compared to other students who receive good 

grades only from regular classes. 

Not only are we 
punishing students who 
have to work hard in 
their average-level 
courses to maintain 
good grades, but this 
weighted grading also 
has the potential to set 
back the best of stu- 
dents. 

A student may 
have worked hard during 
regular classes and even signed up for an AP 
class, but not yet had the chance to prove him 

or herself. He may even have a lower class 
rank, and was not accepted to the college of 
his choice due to this. 


I’m not 
advocating that all 
students taking AP 
level courses throughout high school shouldn’t be rewarded 
for their work. But we must recognize that not all students 
are as lucky as these few. Not everyone has encouragement 
from their families to strive for the best, or their family tree 
decorated with degrees from various Ivy League colleges. 

Some have to try harder, and this, understandably, 
will take longer to achieve. 
Let’s not punish students for not being the best. 


__Let’s- encourage them-to_get there on their own terms. 
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jo minnich 


Classroom teachers 

Teachers can be available before and after school 
when they are not attending meetings. 

Students should make arrangements with a teacher 
prior to the time they will be reporting for help. 

Northrop has activity buses available. Students can 
receive a bus pass from their tutoring teachers. 


Homework Hotline 

The Homework Hotline, sponsored by Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology, the Eli Lilly Endowment 
Fund, and 3M Corporation, is a program which offers tutor- 
ing in math and science. 


Homework got you down? Help is here 


Students have opportunities for homework help through four pathways 


tion abilities. All tutors have access to FWCS math and sci- 
ence textbooks. 

To access the hotline, 7-10 p.m., Sunday-Thursday, 
Sept.-May, call toll-free 1-877-275-7673. 


Young Adults’ Services of the Public Library 
Tutors are available through the Allen County Pub- 
lic Library in the Young Adults’ Services area, 6:15-8:15 
p.m., Monday-Wednesday. No registration is required. 
For more information, call 421-1255. It is located 
at 200 East Berry St. 


Educational Opportunity and Talent Search Center 
Free tutoring is available every Monday- Thursday 
from 3-4:30 p.m. The center is located at 300 S. Wayne St. 


The tutors, recommended by Rose-Hulman faculty, 
are selected for their technical knowledge and communica- 


Speakers prepare | Academic Super 


for final stretch 


“We're in the final stretch,” said 
Northrop speech coach Linc Record. 

Sophomore Maree Deventer, 
juniors Brittany Albertson and Kyle 
Ellis, and senior Stephanie Fenstermaker 
competed in the state Congress meet 
Feb. 6, where Deventer, Albertson, and 
Ellis advanced to the final round. 

The Bruins will compete in the 
sectional tournament March 6 at Snider. 
They will also compete March 13 at Ply- 
mouth for the district tournament. 


What's Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include names and class. This 


includes letters wishing to be 
published anonymously. 
Submit all letters to Room D111. 


Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 


for length and appropriateness. 


What‘s Bruin? will not publish any material containing 


malicious, personal attacks. 
What’s Bruin? is printed monthly by 


Fort Wayne Printing. 


-cover photo of senior amanda brown, by jo minnich 


Bowl kicks off 


Northrop Academic Super 
Bowl recently started to meet for prac- 
tice on Thursdays. The team’s first two 
meets are March 2 at South Side and 
March 10 at Dwenger. 

Academic Super Bowl sponsor, 
Frank Ebetino, coaches four teams com- 
peting in math, science, English and so- 
cial studies. 

“Anyone can come out to the 
practices or watch the competitions,” 
said Ebetino. 


amanda ostoich 


-source: www.northrop.fwes.k12.in.us 


tim bradburn 


Key Club honors 
Seuss’s birthday 


Key Club will participate in the 
annual Read Across America on March 
2 in honor of Dr. Seuss’s birthday. 

Club members will voluntarily 
read to elementary students at various 
Fort Wayne community elementary 
schools. 

Read Across America occurs 
nationwide and will only take place for 
an hour after school that day. 

For more information, see spon- 
sor Andrew Shipe in Room A207. 


jo minnich 
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Northrop chooses 14 St 


sandy dunwoody 
shelby vorndran 
sarah leavell 


Senior Carl 
Bleke has excelled in 
his drumming 
through BOP, cha- 
risma, concert bands, 
pep band, and jazz 


Carl Bleke res 


music/ 
instumental 


“He 1s an ex- 
cellent musician. No, 
excellentayis snot 
strong enough...marvelous musician,” 
said band director Barry Ashton. 

As well as various awards, 
Bleke said his skills as a muscian have 
also grown. 

“ve become a better drum- 
mer and have gained leadership skills. 
These will help later in life by helping 
me get scholaships, getting me through 
school and keeping me sane,” said 
Bleke. 


“When I 
heard about my 
nomination I was 
overwhelmed and 
determined to win,” 
said senior Jerome 
Davis, who was 
nominated in drama. 

Being a lead 
in the recent school play Stand and 
Deliver was one achievement that got 
him to this point, he said. 

“He is dedicated to his craft 
more than a lot of other students his 
age. It wasn’t really a tough decision 
to nominate him. He is the best actor 
in the building,” said drama depart- 
ment head Tim Miller. 

Davis added, “In due time I 
think I will branch out and have a lot 
more knowledge about acting.” 


Jerome Davis 
drama 


Child devel- 
opment, textiles, fash- 
ion, and food—these 
courses are not as 
easy as they may 

: IN seem. Senior Kyndal 
Ky Carr took these FACS 


ndal Carr 
vocational (family and consumer 


E(Debhis-an 
excellent student and 
also writes poetry on 
her own. She engages 
in writing outside of 
school. Something 
that not a lot of stu- 
dents do,” said En- 
glish department head 


Deb Celizic 
English 


Senior Chris 
Erbach aims high 
with his future busi- 
ness goals. 


“T want to be 
an entrepreneur and 
found a computer 
company,” said 
Erbach. 


Chris Erbach 
business 


“The nomi- 
nation is something 
I’ve wanted ever 
since a freshman. I 
felt like God had 
blessed me,” said 
Colin Aumiller, on 
his nomination in 
the music/vocal cat- 


Colin Aumiller 
music/vocal 


egory. 

Aumiller has been involved 
with Charisma for four years and 
tours with a Christian choir around 
the country during the summer. 

“Tt was a hard decision. 
There are four or five students that 
equally could have qualified,” said 
choir director Tom Maupin. 


science) classes and more. 

“T want to major in fashion or 
some kind of family and consumer sci- 
ence,” said Carr. 

“She has leadership ability and 
the ability to work well with others. 
She... is arole model to other students,” 
said Carol Freck, who nominated Carr. 


Terry Springer. 

Celizic has taken many ad- 
vanced English cources at Northrop as 
well as written poems on her own time. 

“| have gained a better under- 
standing of myself and the importance 
of overcoming obstacles. They’ Il help 
me to be more appreciative of other 
people and their feelings,” she said. 


Erbach has experience pro- 
gramming and doing contract work for 
companies, and a first-place ranking at 
the Indiana Student Software Compe- 
tition. 

“He’s an excellent and ex- 
tremely intelligent student and is good 
at problem-solving,” said computer 
teacher John Eastes. 


Senior Katie 
Vandever spent her 
junior year in Ger- 
many as an ex- 
change student. 

In addition to 
her German studies, 
she also is studying 
Spanish. 

“She’s a good 
all-around student,” said department 
head Frank Ebetino, who nominated 
Vandever. 

Vandever said she has plans 
for her future that rely on knowing dif- 
ferent languages. 

“TI want to be a foreign lan- 
guage professor and travel,” she said. 


Katie Vandever 
foreign 
language 


rling Sentinel nominees 


“He has su- 
perior work ethic and 
an outstanding char- 
acter,” said p.e. de- 
partment head Ernie 
Bojrab, about nam- 
ing Aaron 
Gerhardstein as 
Northrop’s nominee 
in athletics. 

Gerhardstein has played var- 
sity football, basketball, and track all 
through high school. 

“T’ ve learned to bounce back 
from losses, to be mentally tough, and 
have gained leadership,” said 
Gerhardstein. 

“They could have picked any- 
one, but they chose me,” he added. 


Aaron 
Gerhardstein 
athletics 


Senior Jo 
Minnich, nominated 
in journalism, has 
been involved in jour- 
nalism since middle 
school. She is a news 
editor for What’s 
Bruin? as well as the 
department’s chief 


Jo Minnich 
journalism 


photographer. She plans to have a ca- 


“Expressing 
myself is a stress re- 
liever,” said senior 
SaiecaDauedetetec 
Fenstermaker, who 
was recently nomi- 
nated in the art cat- 
egory. 

Fenstermaker has 
been involved in art 
for two years and plans to study it in 
college. 

“She has good work ethic and 
she has natural artistic talent,” said art 
department head Al Jacquay. 

“T feel that my work has paid 
off,” said Fenstermaker. 


_— 


Stephanie 
Fenstermaker 
art 


Senior Matt 
Kolkman has been 
involved in science 
for many years. Dur- 
ing the summer he 
participated in a 
medical camp at a 
national youth lead- 
ership program. 

Through 
classes and programs during high 
school, Kolkman has learned impor- 
tant skills in science. 

“You have to take your time 
and concentrate on what you’re do- 
ing,” he said. 

“He’s an outstanding stu- 
dent,” said science departmant head 
Bill Hollenberg. 


Matt Kolkman 
science 


reer in journalism. 

“She’s a journalist at heart. 
She’s very dependable and outstand- 
ing in all aspects of journalism. She 
also was key in helping our department 
start a photo team,” said journalism 
adviser Pete Baney. 

“It’s a great honor (to be nomi- 
nated) because there are others who de- 
serve it more than me,” said Minnich. 


“No matter 
what profession 
you re in, its impor- 
tant to work with 
numbers,” said 
Nizar Taki who 
wants to be a doctor. 
Taki was on the 
math team for Aca- 
demic Superbowl 
and tutors other Northrop students. 

“T was excited to be noticed 
in something,” he said. 

“He’s an outstanding math 
student and shows a depth of under- 
standing,” said math teacher Eric 
Erdman. 


Nizar Taki 
math 


Srpsc -e.c i 
nominee Amanda 
Ostoich has placed 
consistently well at 
speech meets, where 
she competes in im- 
promptu and extem- 
poraneous speaking. 
She has also placed 
well at both district 
and state levels, placing sixth in the 
state in impromptu her freshman year. 

“T’ve learned that public 
speaking can help you achieve more 
in life,” she said. 

“She’s excellent at synthesiz- 
ing material and communicating it,” 
said head speech coach Linc Record, 
who nominated her. 

Ostoich was very excited and 
surprised to be a Sterling Sentinel 
nominee. 

“It’s an honor to know my 
coaches thought highly enough to 
nominate me,” she said. 


Amanda 
Ostoich 
speech 


Some stu- 
dents find history 
boring, but senior 
Mike Decker finds it 
exciting. 

Decker has 
made history a part 
of his everyday life, 
earning him a social 
studies Sterling Sen- 
tinel nomination. 

“He has an obvious passion 
for the subject...He does things be- 
yond what teachers ask of him,” said 
history teacher Brian Hill, who nomi- 
nated him. 

Decker helped found the 
Northrop History Club and has taken 
the required history classes, as well 
as many of the electives. 

“This recognition encourages 
me to study further,” said Decker. 


Mike Decker 
social studies 


Northrop bans junk food; weight to blame 


santanna ramsey 
tim bradburn 


Northrop 

Candy, pop and other sweets are 
being banned from Northrop. 

“Removing sweets from school 
vending machines will make the envi- 
ronment healthier,” said sophomore 
Cheryl Doan. 

There is a federal and state law 
that bans candy in some schools because 
the government is now concerned about 
child obesity. 

“T don’t think it would help to 
take the junk food out. We could just 
bring it with us to school,” said senior 
Matt Gammons. 

Here at Northrop, registered di- 
etician Becky Larson plans daily lunches 
to meet nutritious goals established by 
the USDA’s School Meals Initiative 
(SMI) for healthy children. The goals in- 
clude the requirements in dietary and 


America is starting to get 


Teal ail ess 
has been going 
on since before 
obesity was a 
problem, but 
now it helps be- 
cause America 1s 
starting to get 
fat,” said Larson. 

S1D Ce 
they are trying to 
make the school 
healthier, there 
will be more nu- 
tritious snacks to 
replace the un- 
healthy ones es- 
pecially in the 
vending machines. 


aaron thomas 


FWCS 

Fort Wayne Community 
Schools (FWCS) has been a leader in 
combating obesity, especially among 


-Becky Larson, Northrop’s registered dietician 


calories for teens. 

Northrop is now counting 
grams of fat to make sure students are 
eating healthy. 

The school lunches started 
changing about three to four years ago. 


high school teenagers, according to reg- 
istered dietician and director of FWCS 
Nutrition Services Marsha Metzger. 

In 1983, FWCS took the initia- 
tive among American schools to de- 
crease the growing number of over- 
weight students. 
The school board 
decided vending 
machines are to 
stay off during the 
school day except 
at lunch. 

Schools are 
also filling ma- 
chines with 
healthier items 
and smaller pack- 
ages of snacks to 
help students 
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At lunch, sophomore Chris Glover opts for snacks at the 
vending machines instead of going through one of the lines. 
But, many Bruins fill up on snacks (inset), now causing 
machines to be kept off during the day except at lunch. 


make better decisions. 

“We're not saying you can’t 
have chips or a coke. We’re saying the 
opportunity to eat those outside of 
school is so great. We want to promote 


healthier choices in 
fat. 


school,” said Metzger. 


National 
Thirteen per- 
cent of children and 
adolescents struggle with it, according 
to the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 

Nearly 300,000 Americans per 
year die from problems related to it, ac- 
cording to the American College of Sur- 
geons. 

It’s obesity. 

Since 1980, the number of over- 
weight children in the United States has 
doubled. 

Obesity among children has not 
only made them out-of-shape, but cer- 
tain medical problems, such as type two 
diabetes, are showing up more. 

Schools are trying to help con- 
quer American obesity. 

School districts in 16 states are 
considering banning vending machines, 
soft drinks and candy from schools. 


EWS 


Senior Bryce Wolf 
delivers the morning 
annoucments before 
school. Staff and 
students alike admit 
they listen even more 
to what Wolf has to 
say. He also is a top 
competitor in the radio 
broadcasting event for 
Northrop’s speech 
team. 


Wolf becomes ‘VO 


kyle ellis 


“Good morning, Northrop high 


Aueqspjob wes 


ing his voice in unusual ways since his 


early teenage years. 


sophomore Lisa Mignerey 


Q: Describe your 

ideal vacation? 

A: Down in the 

keys of Florida. 

Q: What are your 
long-term goals? 

A: Six years of 
college, and to 

own my own res- 

taurant or daycare. 

Q: Favorite color 

and why? 

A: Blue, because 

my room was blue 

when I was a baby. 

Q: Favorite movie? 

A: Dirty Dancing 

Q: Favorite quote or any 
words of wisdom to share? 
A: Happiness is everything. 


Aueqspjob wes 


ice’ of Northrop 


verting Northrop’s old television station 


into a low-powered FM radio station 


school and happy Thursday to you.” “When I was in (LPFM). 

Senior Bryce Wolf has become middle school I would call While 
recently known for using his zany wit up different radio stations A the radio 
and humorous style to spice the morn- and do impressions,” said When | WadS in station is 
ing announcements. Wolf. : still very 

As he began to successfully In fact, Wolf can do middle Schoo! | much in 
compete on the Northrop Speech team over a dozen voice impres- the de- 
in radio broadcasting, both the coaches sions ranging from former WOU Id Call U D velop- 
and speech team officers suggested that | Principal Timon Kendall to mental 
Wolf begin reading the morning an- long time Chicago Cubs an- diffe re nt radio phases, 
nouncements. nouncer Harry Carrey. currently 

However, had it not been for his Along with his rec- i Wie Onliet 
girlfriend of over two years, Wolf says ognition for speech and the stations and do along 
that he may never have gotten involved morning announcements, i 1 with 
with seid: Wolf was approached by IMPFessiOns. freshman 

“T have to thank my girlfriend, head baseball coach Sean -senior Bryce Wolf S pana 
(senior) Amanda Yandell, because she Bruening to call the home Goldsberry, 
really encouraged me to get involved games during baseball sea- are seek- 


ing the help of local businesses to spon- 
Before beginning his career on Along with these accomplish- sor the project, as FWCS funding is 
the speech team, been interested in us- ments, Wolf is also in the process of con- _ short. 
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with speech.” son. 


are you 


dave mann 
cierra Tucci 


Senior Amanda Brown is a five. 
This is how she rated her level of hap- 
piness on a scale of 1-10. 

But, she’s an honors student, 
has played soccer, and is going to 
Purdue University next year. She seems 
goal-oriented and on a right track. Why 
isn’t she happier? 

In a recent investigation of 
Northrop stu- dents, 
the majority 
Calta thsend 
they’re not as 
happy as they 
would like. 

Over 
the last 30 
years, 14 mil- 
lion more 
Americans 
considered 
themselves less happy, as reported in a 
recent issue of Parade magazine. 

“Tm not unhappy, but right 
now I’m not really excited about any- 
thing,” said Brown. 

This brings up an interesting 
paradox. On one hand, national reports 
and trends cite that many teens feel the 
more freedom they have, the happier 
they will be. 

“Just knowing that I have free- 
dom to do what I want makes me 
happy,” said junior James Applegate. 

But then, how do you explain 
those that aren’t so happy, maybe even 
depressed? Don’t they have lots of free- 
dom too? 

“Freedom can make you happy 


Bruins’ happiness compared 
against national trends 


or unhappy. You have too much con- 
trol, or you have no control. It’s a lose- 
lose situation,” said senior Krystal 
Briner. 

Doing and buying what you 
want often are said to be causes of hap- 
piness. And we do have more options 
today. So are we less happy or not? 

“If you have too much freedom, 
you will probably end up doing some- 


stress is quickly becoming 
the number one cause 


of depression among teens. 
-psychology expert Barry Schwartz 


thing stupid,” said junior Ashley Spill- 
ers. 

The idea is popular among teens 
today that freedom equals happiness. 
However, with freedom comes respon- 
sibility. Or with responsibility comes 
stress. 

“Some things are difficult to 
decide on, and it makes life stressful,” 
said freshman Aronnette Reid. 

Stress is quickly becoming the 
number one cause of depression among 
teens. The number of students diagnosed 
with depression is up 60 percent from 
over the last 40 years, according to psy- 
chology expert Barry Schwartz, reported 
in Parade. 

Investigating the topic at 


Northrop, Bruin 
teens admitted 
they would like to 
be able to do 
whatever they 
want. 

~Preee 
dom equals hap- 
piness because 
you’re free to do 

whatever 

you want,” 

said sopho- 

more Justin 
Schoch. 

Bruins 

also __—ibe- 

lieved that 

there should 

be limits on 

freedom, 

even if such limi- 

tations infringe 
on happiness. 

While it may be popular, even 
trendy, to believe that freedom equals 
happiness, there are others, including 
some Bruins, who claim there are other 
more important sources of happiness. 

“People affect my happiness,” 
said Spillers. 

What about success? Does that 
equal happiness? When asked this ques- 
tion, most Bruins responded yes. Their 
explanations mainly included doing well 
in any field a person chooses, and usu- 
ally being successful financially. 

But then there’s the concept that 
‘money doesn’t equal happiness.’ This 


jo minnich 


Be 


has been engrained in the minds of stu- 
dents for years. Still, many people be- 
lieve that success still means money. In 
other words, money equals happiness. 

“Tt will make me happy because 
I like money,” said sophomore Michael 
Dazley. 

Now back to recent research 


some things are difficult to decide on, 


that reports Americans as less happy. 
One theory is that we really do have too 
many freedoms. But even if this is the 
exact opposite of what many believe, re- 
cent statistics, have shown otherwise, 
including Schwartz’s research. 

“People in one study were asked 
whether, if they got cancer, they would 


and it makes life stressful. 


-freshman Aronnette Reid 


excur 
. Northcrest Shopping Center. 
‘Today, more options mean 
more freedom to people. 

_ But does that mean more 
happiness? Maybe not. 
Recent research and an 
investigation of Bruins 
reveal that despite more 
freedom in America today, 
people still aren’t as happy. 


want to be in charge of their treatment 
decisions. Sixty-five percent said yes. 
Unless, however, they actually had can- 
cer. Then only 12 percent said yes,” re- 
ported Schwartz. 

“People with cancer have expe- 
rienced the awesome psychological con- 
sequences of being responsible for a life- 
and-death decision, and they 
don’t want that responsibility.” 

So, so we want our freedoms or 
not? 

This may not mean they are par- 
ticularly unhappy. But in the case of 
many Bruins, they’re still not that happy. 
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Seniors face stress of 
college preparations 


rachelle reichert 


Whether a varsity athlete or a 
scholar student, a boy or a girl, many 
high school seniors face the same piv- 
otal moment in their life: choosing the 
right college. 

With senior papers due, a so- 
cial life to maintain, athletic teams to 
train for, and job obligations to fill, fit- 
ting college application and scholarship 
deadlines into the schedule seems stress- 
ful for many Northrop students. 

“Roommate stress and parental 
pressure has been the most stressful on 
me,” confessed senior Megan Minnich, 
who plans to attend Indiana University 
Bloomington in the fall. 

According to researchers, 
choosing the right college puts stress on 
more and more high school seniors each 
year. 

Some researchers believe the 
reason for the growing stress is, in part, 
from the college ranking system that US 
News and World Report publishes an- 
nually. 

This ranking system started in 
1983, and ever since then, college- 
bound students and the parents of these 
students have become more competitive 
in choosing a college. 

Money is another big stress-fac- 
tor for students. 

Senior Lyndsay Sheets said, 
“My family is expected to pay $27,000 
each year, but in reality they can’t pay 
that amount of money. All the financial 


Purdue University 


Name: Purdue University 

Location: West Lafayette, Indiana 
School Type: 4-year, public 
Requirements: 2.0 GPA, SAT and ACT 
scores, class rank 


Tuition and fees: $14,710 (in-state), | 


$26,570 (out-of-state) 


stress is falling 
on me.” 

Sheets, 
who started her 
college search 
during her jun- 
ior year is con- 
fused and 
stressed over 
the college ap- 
plications now 
that she’s in her 
senior year. 

She 
had planned to 
go out of state 
for school, but 
couldn’t find a 
college that fit 
what she 
wanted. There- 
fore, Sheets 
plans to stay in 
town and go to 
IPFW until her 
sophomore year 
when she feels 
she will be better prepared to choose a 
school. 

Athletes, like senior James 
Martzall have two parts to fill out for 
the college application process. First, 
they must fill out athletic questionnaires 
and then the academic part of their ap- 
plication. 

“Trying to find a college that has 
the right price and the right coaching and 
athletics is the most stressful on me,” 


Indiana University 


Name: Indiana University 

Location: Bloomington, Indiana 
School type: 4-year, public 

| Requirements: Minimum of 950 on 
SAT, 2.0 GPA 

Tuition and fees: $16,658 (in-state), 
| $27,842 (out-of-state) 
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of Megan Minnich 


said Martzall. 

For many athletes, stress falls 
not only on finding the right school, but 
also on finding the right team. 


Many researchers, including 
www.ihigh.com, suggest that better 
time-management can help seniors mini- 
mize stress during their senior year. 

Minnich suggested: “ Start 
looking now. When they say do it now, 
do it now.” 


Ball State University 


Name: Ball State University 

Location: Muncie, Indiana 

School type: 4-year, public 
Requirements: 2.0 GPA, SAT score of 
800 

Tuition and fees: $11,910 (in-state), 
$20,328 (out-of-state) 
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Northrop guidance offers college 
advice: Start preparation now 


stephanie phillips 


This is high school, and as high 
school students, many are awaiting 
graduation and the start of college. 

But gaining college admittance 
isn’t as easy as one would think. There 
is a lot of preparation involved in the 
process. 

“Tt will be a lot of decision mak- 
ing,” said guidance counselor Mary 
Collinsworth 

Collinsworth said, “Students 
should plan ahead with everything. They 
can’t wait until senior year to prepare.” 

“Middle school is the best time 
to start preparing, but if they haven't, 
freshman year is best.” 

Students should also continue 
to take challenging course work as up- 
perclassmen instead of the easier ‘blow 
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ACT scores. Colleges also consider a 
student’s community service, activities, 
number of AP courses taken out of those 
offered, how demanding the schedule 
has been, and the student’s essays and 
recommendations. 

Sophomore and junior years are 
the best time to really start to prepare. 

“Take a Core 40. That’s enough 
to prepare them (students). And have the 
best GPA they can,” said Collinsworth. 

Collinsworth advised, “Students 

are (never) too late to improve.” 
They need to keep grades in the A to C+ 
range, study hard for SAT and ACT and 
take those tests more than once to gain a 
better score. 

Students should also keep in 
mind the distance from family and home, 
the cost of the college, their major (vari- 
ety of choices offered if undecided), the 


Students who aren't prepared for a four- 


year college...shouldn't give up. 
-guidance counselor Mary Collinsworth 


off’ classes. 

Juniors should do a college cost 
estimate so family’s expected contribu- 
tions won’t come as a shock and stu- 
dents are recommended to take visits to 
campuses and have applications. 

But simply choosing a college 
won't get a student in. 

“They (students) won’t always 
be admitted into their first choice col- 
lege,” said Collinsworth. “It can be very 
disappointing.” 

A student should not skip math 
classes, especially if seeking to get into 
college; this is a mandatory course along 
with English, science, social studies, and 
a foreign language at the collegiate 
level. 

Colleges also consider a 
student’s GPA, class rank and SAT or 


size of campus, the number of students, 
the ratio of students to professors, and 
the number of teaching assistants used. 

Of course, colleges are going to 
need an application, and there’s a pro- 
cess for those, too. 

Students can obtain applications 
from the guidance office or online. 

After the applications have been 
filled out, students should take them to 
guidance for completion. 

Be sure to bring a check or 
money order for the application fee and 
a business envelope with two 37-cent 
stamps. 

If students need any recommen- 
dations, they should allow two weeks to 
process. There is always a deadline in 
late fall before the holidays. Plenty of 
notice is given. 


Feb. scholarship 
deadlines 


Fort Wayne Enterprise Zone 
Deadline: Feb. 27 

Applicants must have lived in one of 
the service areas displayed n the 
Guidance Bulletin Board for at least 
two years. They will award two re- 
newable scholarships. 


Greg Hosler Wilson Scholarship 
Deadline: Feb. 27 

This scholarship is a $4000 renew- 
able award for a student working on 
a Bachelors degree from any accred- 
ited public or private college or uni- 
versity in the United States. 


Office Depot Scholarship 

Deadline: Feb. 27 

Office Depot will offer a $10,000 
scholarship to one student in each of 
its five regions. Eligible students are 
seniors who have participated in the 
JA program and have demonstrated 
academic achievement and leadership 
skills throughout high school. Appli- 
cants must have a 3.0 GPA or higher 
and SAT/ACT scores. The applica- 
tion requires a personal essay and 
three letters of recommendation. 


PHP Scholarship Program 

Postmark Date: Feb 27 

This scholarship is offered to seniors 
planning to pursue a career in a 
health-related field. Applicants must 
have applied to a post-secondary in- 
stitution. A 1,000-word essay must 
be submitted. 


-source: Northrop Bruin Update 


“Students who aren’t prepared 
for a four-year college by junior year 
shouldn’t give up, they must take a dif- 
ferent route,” said Collinsworth. “It just 
may take slightly longer.” 
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Northrop pole-vaulters compete across the country 


ariel case 


The boys’ 
track team has been 
practicing often for 
its upcoming sea- 
son. The team’s 
first meet will be on 
March 1 at Hun- 
tington College. 

Pole-vault- 
ers this year include 
seniors James 
Martzall and Bran- 
don Schneider and 
junior Sieger Wil- 
son. 

Thesthree 
have been training 
every day to im- 
prove their marks, 
and working to- 
gether helps them 
to become better in- 
dividually. 

All three 
are state-ranked, 
and the two seniors 
are nationally-ranked. 


Pole-vaulte! 
and seniors. 
Schneider p 
and compete 
they practice in 
form. 


Does working with each other 
make each of you better individually? 
Martzall: Yes, we are able to have some- 
one there every day to push us and make 
us better. 

Schneider: It makes us train harder as 
an individual. 

Wilson: Yes, I can look up to them and 
follow their examples. 

How has working with head 
coach Bob Shank improved you as a 
pole-vaulter? 

Martzall: He is a great coach and knows 
what he is doing. He is always there for 
us. 

Schneider: If it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t 
be doing this. 

Wilson: He knows how it is to be a pole- 
vaulter and he can relate to it. 
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How did you get into pole- 
vaulting? 
Martzall: My older brother was a pole- 
vaulter, so I followed in his footsteps. 
Schneider: Mr. Shank asked me dur- 
ing summer gym of my freshman year. 
Wilson: I heard Mr. Shank was look- 
ing for pole-vaulters, and I asked if I 
could do it. 

Where have you gone for com- 
petitions? 
Martzall: All over the country: North 
Carolina, Nebraska, New York and 
Maryland. 
Schneider: All over the U.S. 
Wilson: All over the place. 

How often do you train? 
Martzall: Every day. 
Schneider: Almost every day, usually 
five days a week. 
Wilson: Every day after school and on 


poomunp Apues 


the weekends. 

Describe your workout routine. 
Martzall: Warm-up, drills, jumping, and 
speed. 

Schneider: It is different on a day-to-day 
basis. 

Wilson: Indoors, we stretch, do drills and 
run. 

Where do you rank in the state? 
Nation? 

Martzall: First in state and in the top 10 
in the nation. 

Schneider: Second in state and top 15 in 
the nation. 

Wilson: Top 10 in the state. 

What is the biggest challenge in 
pole-vaulting? 

Martzall: Improving on your best mark. 
Schneider: Technique. 

Wilson: It can be frustrating because we 
practice so long. 
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Pete Rose should be left out of Hall 


The hardest thing to do in pro- 
fessional sports is hit a baseball. The 
hardest thing to do in life is admit that 
you're wrong. 

Pete Rose did the former a 
record 4,256 times over his 25-year 
career. The latter, admitting that he 
was wrong, took him over 14 years 
to do. 

As a ball player, Pete 
Rose was everything old-school. 
He was short and slow, but he 
worked and played harder than 
anyone else in the sport. 

Rose was one of the best 
players on the Cincinnati Reds in 
the ‘60s, “70s, and ‘80s. He was 
also one of the most popular play- 
ers in the game. 

He is still the all-time hit leader 
in baseball, and is second all-time in runs 
scored. From a playing standpoint, Rose 
deserves to be mentioned as a truly great 
baseball player. 

By all standards, he deserves to 
be enshrined in baseball’s Hall of Fame. 
The only thing, then, that could keep 
would be committing the cardinal sin of 
baseball— gambling. 

However great Pete Rose was 
as a baseball player, this is still America, 
where doing what’s wrong still has a 
consequence. If Pete Rose wasn’t an all- 
time great, this wouldn’t even be an is- 
sue. If you gamble on baseball, you’ re 
out for life. 

But Pete Rose; for years, 
couldn’t bring himself to admit that he 
gambled. For 14 years he waited for the 
Hall of Fame committee to give in, and 
then he’d get in. But it didn’t happen. 
So finally in his new book, My Prison 
Without Bars, Rose admitted his wrong- 
doing. Many people feel that since he 
has admitted his crime, he’ Il be forgiven 
and will be inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. 

In reality, he probably will 
make it. But, that still doesn’t make it 
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Dave Mann 


right. A person has to pay the price fora 
crime. If someone were to commit mur- 
der, apologizing doesn’t undo that ac- 
tion. 

Committing a crime is invita- 
tion for punishment. Pete 
Rose gambled on baseball. 
The punishment for gam- 
bling on baseball is banish- 
ment from any part of the 
sport for life. Case closed. 

Not only did Rose bet 
on major league baseball 
games, he bet on his own 
team. During his manage- 
ment of the Cincinnati Reds 
in the late “80s, he bet for and 
against his team. He pre- 
dicted his own team to lose. 

The Hall of Fame takes players 
based on their professional careers, not 
their personal lives. Unfortunately, 
many Hall of Fame baseball players 
were cheaters, drinkers, adulterers, and 
many other things. 

Those things are wrong, but 
have nothing to do with baseball. Gam- 
bling, on the other hand, does. 

A player can get away with a 
lot of things, but gambling on 
your own sport defiles the game 
and takes away 
the respect it 
deserves. 

It’s 


liors ing 
doesn’t 
matter, only 
ea Kei 19 
money. 
That’s 
the exact op- 
posite of the 
message sports 
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People I never wantto 
hear about again in sports 


1. Mike Tyson, boxing 
2. O.J. Simpson, football 
3. Bob Knight, basketball 
4. Pete Rose, baseball 


5. Dennis Rodman, basketball 


is trying to portray. 

Pete Rose was a great baseball 
player. He deserves the recognition he 
has received. But he still has to be pun- 
ished for what he did. 

The Hall of Fame is the ultimate 
reward in sports. Rose shouldn’t be re- 
warded after all that he’s done. 
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Gym named after Schoeff, first athletic director 


kyle ellis 


The memory of Mark Schoeff, 
Northrop’s first athletic director from 
1971-1993, was recently honored in a 
ceremony where the Northrop gymna- 
sium was renamed after him. 

The Mark Schoeff Memorial 
Gymnasium was officially dedicated on 
Jan. 23, with the Schoeff family in at- 
tendance at the game. 

“Mark Schoeff was an absolute 
gentlemen. If you looked athletic direc- 
tor up in the dictionary, his picture would 
be there,” said boys’ cross-country 
coach Barrie Peterson. 

It was Peterson who originally 
proposed the idea of the dedication in 
the fall of 2002. The school board offi- 
cially approved the naming nearly a year 
later. 

“Mr. Schoeff was instrumental 
in choosing the school colors, nickname, 
and school song,” said current athletic 
director Mike McMillen. 


Schoeff who came to Northrop 
when it first opened from the former 
Central High School (now Anthis Ca- 
reer Center), was vital in establishing the 
traditions that are now an everyday part 
of Bruin life. 

As a part of the dedication, two 
decals were placed on each side of the 
gymnasium along with a wall plaque. 

“T think that probably of all the 
tributes done along these lines, no one 
is more deserving of the honor than 
Mark Schoeff,” said Peterson. 

During his 22-year tenure as 
athletic director, Schoeff also played an 
integral role in establishing girls’ ath- 
letic programs at Northrop, and strove 
to maintain equality across all areas of 
athletics. 

“He had two daughters and was 
a former coach. He knew that inequali- 
ties existed and he wanted to see it rec- 
tified,” said Peterson. 

The cost of the plaque and floor 


decals which adorn the gymnasium 
was under $1,000. According to 
Peterson, the athletic department, 
PTSA, and some faculty members are 
sharing responsibility for the costs. 


Gaines scores 1,000 points, attempts school record 


amanda ostoich 


Senior Josh Gaines is the second 
Bruin to ever score over 1,000 points. 
He’s closing in on the all-time record. 


Not many basketball players 
can score 1,000 points by the time they 
graduate. But senior post player Josh 
Gaines is not your average player. 

“Tt felt good. I knew I was go- 
ing to do it (reach 1,000) this season,” 
said Gaines. 

Gaines currently holds the po- 
sition as second-highest scorer in 
Northrop basketball history, 44 points 
shy of breaking the top record set 
by1974 graduate Mike Muff, a former 
state all-star and member of the ’74 
state championship team. 

This season, Gaines has aver- 
aged 17.4 points and 7.5 rebounds per 
game, making a the main contributor 
to the boys’ basketball team. Head 
coach Greg Peden agrees. 

“He’s really very athletic, and 
has a lot more ability than people give 
him credit for,” said Peden. 


Gaines has been a four-year 
starter for Northrop, participating not 
only in basketball but also football and 
track. His work ethic in these sports has 
helped him focus and improve as a 
player. 

“Over the years, you get better. 
Practice makes perfect,” he said. 

Gaines has also been one of the 
most consistent players on the team, as 
Peden points out. 

“First and foremost, he’s a great 
competitor. He really hates to lose and 
because of that, he really plays hard ona 
consistent basis,” said Peden. 

Gaines has also worked on tech- 
nique this year and improved his shoot- 
ing, leading to a better overall game. 

“T’m a post player, but I found 
in the past year that I can shoot too. I 
now have more overall game,” said 
Gaines. 


Py sprit 
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Hockey team back in first 


The Bruin hockey team now 
stands at 12-3-3 with two games re- 
maining. They will play a total of 20 
games before moving onto the city tour- 
nament. 

“We beat Homestead, which 
was a huge win, and pretty much locked 
us into first place,” said head coach 
Dave Rogers. 

The Bruins are hoping to win 
city again this year. 

Discipline and staying out of 
the penalty box are a few key things 
that will help them win city, according 
to Rogers. 

“We should do well in city. 
We're playing really well,” said cap- 
tain Corey Potts. 


Wolpert advances to state 


The girls’ swim and dive team 
has a record of 6-9 after its Dwenger 
and Snider meet on Jan. 22. 

The team’s sectional competi- 
tion was on Feb. 5 and 7. Senior 
Whitney Wolpert won sectionals for 
the first time in diving and will be ad- 
vancing to the state competition. 

The regional competition for 
divers was on Feb. 10, and the state 
competition for both swimmers and 
divers was on Feb. 13 and 14. 

The top swimmers and divers 
of the season have been junior Shauntel 
Elcock, seniors Emily Schultz, 
Whitney Wolpert and Cara Lazoff. 

“T am very happy with the new 
members steadily improving this year,” 
said head coach Ann Long. 


Boys’ basketball team 
working to improve 


“Hit shots, shoot ball better, 
play better defense, and play with hear 
will help us in sectionals,” said junior 
John Lange. 

The Bruins are 3-13 with three 
games left. They will play Harding, 
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Homestead, and Leo to finish up their 
season. They won’t know who they play 
in sectionals until the last week of Feb. 
“Most are disappointed on how 
things have gone, they are a good group 
and have worked hard, that just hasn’t 
translated into many wins,” said head 
boys’ basketball coach Greg Peden. 


Wrestling team ends in 


sectionals, regionals 


The wrestling team is now in its 
post-season. Playoffs are over, and in- 
dividual wrestlers were chosen to per- 
form in sectionals. 

These wrestlers included se- 
niors Antonio Beasley, Terrance 
Walton, and Jeremy Klinker, and sopho- 
more Shae Gerardot. 

“Shae Gerardot is showing 
good improvement this season. He’s the 
only sophomore chosen to be in 
sectionals,” said coach Andrew Shipe. 

Walton placed fourth in the re- 
gional competition but will not be ad- 
vancing to semi-state. 


Girls’ basketball beats 
Homestead in sectionals 


The girls’ basketball team 
ended their season with a record of 9- 
11 and 5-4 in the SAC. 

“We did well this year. We had 
our ups and downs this season. I think 
we had a big accomplishment by the end 
of the year,” said junior varsity post 
player Jamika Banks. 

The team’s last game of the sea- 
son was against Northrop’s biggest 
Snider. 

“We competed with them really 
well. Lost composure at the end and 
came up a couple points short,” said 
head girls’ basketball coach Greg 
Rahrer. 

The team was beaten 45-43 by 
Snider. 

“T feel like we got cheated. Over 
allit was a good game. We'll get them 
back in sectionals,” said Banks. 


Boys’ swim ming rebuilds 
with younger, new team 


Boys swim and dive was de- 
feated at Jay County. 

First place finishers were Mike 
Raypole in the 100 free and Aleks 
Fansler in the 500 free. 

Second places went to Adam 
Garland and Tyler Neunschwander. 

Toei. tecord is. .3-7=1 ; 
Sectionals for the boys swim and dive 
begin this week. 


Neumann leading gym- 
nastics; others step up 


Gymnastics has started off 
their season with a record of 5-2. 

The team has had four scores 
over 100 and is doing very well. 

Junior Brianna Neuman placed 
second Feb. 4 at the Concordia Clas- 
sic, a big invitational for the team. It 
was the highest all-around score she’s 
ever had. 

The gymnasts are currently 
learning new tricks in order to better 
their scores. 

The next big meet is a home 
meet Feb. 19 against Homestead. 


Bowling looking to repeat 
win at state competition 


The Northrop boys’ bowling 
team is ranked first for their regular sea- 
son, and the girls’ team is following in 
their footsteps. 

The city-wide competition will 
take place Feb. 19, and sectionals will 
be Feb. 28. 

The team is looking forward to 
bowling at their state competion. 

“We’re looking to defend our 
state title,” said faculty sponsor and 
assistant coach Eric Erdman. 
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La Margarita lacks fiesta atmosphere 


We broke the law tonight. Jay- 
walking, that is. 

It should have been a big red 
flag. 

A restaurant cannot be good 
news if you have to park across the street 
and jaywalk across Calhoun Street to the 
entrance. 

La Margarita, a small, family- 
owned Mexican 
restaurant located 
just north of 
Southside high 
school on 
Calhoun, pro- 
vided a shelter 
from the subzero 
temperatures out- 
side, but other 


Order Up 


than that, had 

very little which JO Minnich and 

pleased us. Amanda Ostoich 
The res- 


taurant, while smelling a little odd, was 
decorated very well. However, from the 
moment we sat down, we noticed that 
something wasn’t quite right. 

It was too quiet. There was no 
music. The mural on the wall featured 
three mariachis, one of which seemed 


to stare at us throughout the meal. 

It might have been the weather, 
but we were the only two people in the 
whole restaurant. There was a large sign 
on the wall that read, “Fiesta!” which 
seemed ironic because we were the only 
“party” there. 

The large menu was full of 
choices unlike most other few-dish fam- 
ily restaurants. The meals were also rea- 
sonably priced. All dishes ranged from 
about $5-$14 for a full-sized dinner. 

All meals served were authen- 
tic Mexican. Amanda opted for an en- 
chilada and a burrito while Jo had an en- 
chilada and a tostado. 

While neither dish was bad, nei- 
ther was appetizing either. 

Basically, if we were to live in 
the relative area, we’d consider going 
back, but we definitely wouldn’t cross 
town to experience it again. 

We were hoping for a great des- 
sert menu to offset the not-so-great main 
course. But, we were crushed to hear 
waitress’ words, “We don’t have a des- 
sert menu.” 

The waiting staff was different 
than most restaurants. Our waitress was 
very kind and down-to-earth. The only 


FAMILY ROOM 


& LOUNGE 


es eer weet off of Calhoun 
Street, lacks the lively atmosphere of 
other local restaurants. 


complaint was that she would leave to 
chat in the adjoined bar for the whole 
time save the three times she attended 
to us. 

The slightly run-down atmo- 
sphere of the restaurant coupled with the 
sounds of an adjoined bar provided the 
ambience of a drunk’s paradise. For a 
family restaurant, we’ve never seen so 
many alcohol menus. 

Overall, the waitress saved the 
restaurant’s dooming score. Her person- 
ality kept it afloat. At the end of the 
night, we agreed braving 20 degrees 
below windchills was not worth the 
food. D+ 


Speak Describe a memorable 
celebrity encounter 


Out 


Shawn, Harrison (Waldo from Family Matters) 
was at my brother's class of ‘94 graduation. 


He gave us autographs. 


-senior Wadud Muhammad 


It was love at first sight. (Singer) 
Alicia Keys was signing autographs 
and | went up to her. 


-sophomore Jemal Moore 


about |5 minutes. 


It was pretty cool meeting (singer) Stacie 
Orrico. She was nice and kind of cute. 


-freshman Ryan Dawson 


It was at a camp. Nick 
Carter (from the Backstreet 
Boys) was visiting his 
cousin. | talked to him for 


-junior Jamie Nichols 


Rick Fox (NBA player) 
high-jumped for me at 
Warsaw High School. 
He was on the track 
team and | was the 
head coach. 


-assistant principal 
Chuck DeFord 
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The right fragrance can be powerful, attractive 


Flaunting your looks by wear- 
ing trendy, stylish or revealing clothing 
is guaranteed to catch 
attention. But, you 
probably never realized 
that the way you smell 
can actually have just as 
much, if not more, of an 
impact on a person. 

Recent reports 
in the Feb. issue of 
Cosmopolitan maga- 
zine claim that the scent 
of a person plays a sig- 
nificant role in first im- 
pressions. So in re- 
sponse to that, I conducted a survey at 
Northrop. 

One hundred Bruins (50 guys 
and 50 girls) were surveyed on whether 
fragrances were apart of forming a first 
impression, in addition to what fra- 
grances were most popular and attrac- 
tive. 


Trend 


Cierra Tucci 


According to the boys, when 


Alert 


asked if they thought a girl’s perfume 
could boost her overall attractiveness, a 
whopping 89 percent of the respondents 
said yes. Among the girls, about 57 per- 
cent said yes. Some girls also com- 
mented that appearance is most impor- 
tant, and if a guy looks good, then his 
scent 1s not as noticeable. 

Northrop guys surveyed tended 
to have similar results to the Cosmopoli- 
tan survey. Almost all the guys felt that 
the scent of a girl is very attractive. 

One explanation of this crazy 
phenomenon: Scientific studies, re- 
ported in a recent issue of Men’s Health 
magazine, show that smelling a fine fra- 
grance can improve a person’s mood, 
and make them even more eager to so- 
cialize. 

So, a fragrance not only matters, 
but it can wield tremendous power over 
the opposite sex. 

Included in my survey, Bruins 
also were asked what their favorite per- 
fumes and colognes were. 


The top picks for both perfumes 
and colognes were Coolwater by 
Davidoff, Curve by Liz Claiborne, Very 
Sexy by Victoria’s Secret, and the most 
popular of all, Lucky. 

My personal favorite is Breath- 
less by Victoria’s Secret. It’s a new fra- 
grance so captivating it will do exactly 
what it states. It will take your breath 
away—literally. 


a Aueyny 


Fragrance is always popular. Here, 
junior Alta Rice smells her wrist after 
putting on perfume. /nset, there are 
many fragrance options today. 


Return of the King will reign at Oscars 2004 


sarah leavell 


This is the year of the King, 
especially at the Oscar awards. 

Reported on many websites 
and in many news publications, films 
up for best picture this year are: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Return of the 
King, Lost in Translation, Master and 


Commander: The Far Side of the 
World, Mystic River, and Seabiscuit. 

This is ano-brainer. The Lord 
of the Rings: The Return of the King 
will take home best picture. Director 
Peter Jackson also will win best direc- 


tor. 

This movie has enormous box 
office sales of $345,296,000 and 
wraps up a huge trilogy of movies ev- 
ery teen, and even grandparents, have 
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seen. Each actor in the movie has gained 
great popularity in the process. 

The visual effects in the movie 
are extremely thrilling and compel the 
audience to watch. 

However, Johnny Depp’s char- 


acter of a pirate in the movie Pirates of 


the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Pear! should definitely win best actor. 

He has shown amazing roles in 
Edward Scissorhands and Sleepy Hol- 
low. There is no way he disappointed 
his audience in this movie. 

Best actress will have to be 
Diane Keaton in Something’s Gotta 
Give. She is a wonderful actress and has 
been around for quite some time, which 
offers her to be most deserving. 

The Last Samurai’s Ken 
Watanbe will win the supporting actor 


award. After all, the movie’s success 
indicates the power of Watanbe’s per- 
formance. The movie has a total of 
$107,441,000 in box offices sales. This 
isn’t even close to the other nominees. 
The last big category is best 
supporting actress. 
I’ve heard Renee Zellweger 
did an amazing job in Cold Mountain. 
It is my loss that I’ve never seen this 
movie. But since I have not, my heart 
goes to Patricia Clarkson in Pieces of 
April, for her role of a dying mother. 
With the quality of movies and 
acting performances nominated, there 
is sure to be some tough competition. 
On Sunday, Feb. 29, you can 
tune in to ABC to watch the Oscars. It 
begins at 8 p.m. and will be hosted by 
comedian and actor Billy Crystal. 
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Searching for fame... 


Two Bruins share experiences auditioning for national TV show, movie 


Freshman Jada Zieg 
tried out for Star 
Search last year with 

__ Support from her local 

- dance teacher. She 

_ has not received a 

~ call back from the 

show yet, but says 

___ she would definitely 

' try out again if given. 

the chance. 


be 


sandy dunwoody 
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telysha richardson 


“You walk into a big 
room and there are three 
judges in front of you. They 
ask you your name and how 
old you are,” said freshman 
Jada Zieg. 

Zieg tried out for Star 
Search last year. She heard 
about it from her dance 
teacher, Haley Wood from 
Tiffany and Company Studio 
of Dance, who was also sup- 
porting her along with her 
friends in her tryout. 

“After you do your 
dance they tell you to wait 
outside,” said Zieg. 

Zieg isn’t the only 
person who has ever tried out 
for a movie or TV show. 

Senior Jerome Davis 
tried out for an independent 


You walk into 
a dark room. 
The director is 
on the right, 
and the pro- 
ducer on the 
left. They flash 
a light on you 
SO you can't 
see them. 


-senior Jerome Davis 


film called “The System Within” when 
he was in New York. 

“I was driving by and asked 
what it was and they told me,” said 
Davis. 

The beginning of his tryout was 
much like Zieg’s audition. 

“You walk into a dark room. 
The director is on the right and the pro- 
ducer on the left. They flash a light on 
you so you can’t see them, and say a 
line that you’re supposed to repeat. It’s 
like you’re in a 
confession,” said 
Davis. 

Davi s 
didn’t hear from 
the director for 
three months be- 
fore he found out 
that he didn’t 
make it. 


sandy dunwoody 


cause he wanted to be in a movie and 
gain experience. 

Even though neither Zieg nor 
Davis made it past their auditions, Zieg 
said that she would definitely do it again 
while Davis would not. 

“Tt was fun, and a good experi- 
ence,” said Zieg. 

Both performers were taught a 
valuable lesson. Zieg says that trying out 
for anything is a lot harder than it seems. 
Davis learned a very different lesson. 


It was fun, and a 
good experience. 


-freshman jada Zieg 


While in New York, senior Jerome Davis tried out for an independent film titled 
The System Within. Davis takes drama classes at Northrop. Here, he reviews a 


script from his drama class. 


Zieg, on the other hand, was 
supposed to hear from Star Search be- 
tween two months and two years. But 
she hasn’t heard from them so far. 

Both Davis and Zieg tried out 
for different reasons. Zieg tried out for 
the money, while Davis tried out be- 
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“The more you expect, the more 
disappointed you'll be,” said Davis. 

In both cases each had an expe- 
rience, even though both auditions were 
completely different. They both got 
something out of their auditions, and that 
was the experience. 


Top Ten 


Reality TV shows 
of 2003 


. American Idol, FOX 

. Survivor, CBS 

. Joe Millionaire, FOX 

. Paradise Hotel, FOX 

. The Bachelor, ABC 

. Big Brother, CBS 

. Trading Spaces, TLC 

. Bachelorette, ABC 

. For Love or Money, 
NBC 

10. American Juniors, 

FOX 
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-www.cpureview.com 


Top six reality shows 
Jan. 26-Feb.1, 2004 


1. American Idol 3, FOX 

2. The Apprentice, NBC 

3. Fear Factor, NBC 

4. My Big Fat 
Obnoxious Fiance, 
FOX 

5. The Bachelorette, 

ABC 

6. Average Joe: Hawai, 

NBC 


-Nielsen Media Research, 
Feb. 2004 
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Internet gives opportunities to break laws 


staff editorial 


The internet is a fairly new 
invention. It can be a great way to 
get information fast. 

However, the internet is 
also a place where laws can be 
broken. 

The staff of What’s 
Bruin? agrees that it’s pos- 
sible to get away with ille- 
gal things online. 

But» due “to 
these things being 
done on the com- 
PULCIe til asm am Ob 
harder to get caught. 

Since the internet rarely 
asks for identification, hackers can 
get personal information without 
the consequences of breaking the 
law. 

Some forms of breaking 
the law, like copying music, are 
more controversial in the media 


Majority of 
talk shows 
lack sincerity 


sandy dunwoody 


While many people were sleep- 
ing or nursing headaches on New Year’s 
Day, Dr. Leslie Stevens was injecting 
Botox, a muscle relaxer, into Sharon 
Osbourne’s forehead in front of a live 
studio audience. Osbourne, wife of rock 
legend Ozzy Osbourne and host of The 
Sharon Osbourne Show, was attempt- 
ing to demonstrate how simple a cos- 


than others, such as child pornog- 
raphy, which is clearly wrong. 
But pirating music has 
been a big issue in the music 
industry lately. 


stephanie 
phillips 


Programs such as Kazaa 
and Limewire make it easy to 
break copyright laws by down- 
loading music with no questions 
asked. 

There are websites online 
that contain sexually explicit ma- 
terial and children are often de- 
moralized as a result. 


metic surgery “quick fix” really is. 

Osbourne has featured other 
special broadcasts, like her memorable 
“Day at the Playboy bunny mansion” 
episode. 

Talk shows like The Sharon 
Osbourne Show and Maury unfortu- 
nately choose to discard stories with taste 
and relevance, and focus more on enter- 
taining their audience with who’s-my- 
baby’s-daddy type shows. 

These talk shows that promise 
sincere and heart-warming stories seem 
to have traded sincerity for scandal and 
gimmicks to boost ratings. 

When ratings drop or a show 
upgrades to a larger network (like 
Maury), talk shows suddenly attempt to 


Drugs are sold, gambling 
is held, and professional docu- 
ments are being plagiarized sim- 
ply by using the click of a mouse. 
The sad thing is that law- 
makers can’t detect every- 
thing that’s done on the 
computer. 
Enforcing law on 
the internet is difficult 
i > because it’s widespread. 
The government needs to 
provide more restrictions 
online to prevent the laws be- 
ing broken. 

In addition, websites like 
Kazaa should charge people for 
the music that is being down- 
loaded. 

Breaking the law online 
has gotten out of control and will 
only corrupt society even further. 

The focus needs to be on 
the “internet crimes” and the so- 
lution to prevent deeper conflicts. 


attract watchers by shocking them. 

Some may argue in favor of 
these shows saying that the quality of 
talk shows has always been the same. 
For instance, the talk show Montel deals 
with issues that include cancer, rape, 
abuse and discrimination. Still, these 
shows too often become ridiculous. 

Even Oprah Winfrey, whose 
show has led to the charitable Angel 
Network and her own magazine, dis- 
cusses subjects like miniskirt-wearing 
grandmothers. 

There are some talk shows that 
have managed to keep their dignity in- 
tact over years, like Montel, but the ma- 
jority of shows will go the extra distance 
to turn up the heat. 
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Should the U.S. 
explore Mars? 


We need 

to find out 

what we 

can get 

out of 
Mars. We could 
find Mars to be 
valuable. 


—senior Alex Richardson 


Yes. If 


anything 
bad hap- 
Dens here 


on rh we could 


always send people 
to Mars. 


-sophomore Tracey 
McClellan 


It could tell 
us more 
about Earth, 
because 
Earth's 
atmosphere could 
end up like Mars’s. 


-astronomy teacher B]. 
Harper 


No. The 
U.S. is just 
wasting 
money that 
could be 
used for other posi- 
tive things like 
education. 


—junior Tiairra Hairston 


If there is 
life up 
there, we 
could 
possibly learn from 
them which would 
benefit our world. 


-freshman Dustin Tartayly 


Atkins diet 
healthy 
for teens 


shelby vorndran 


It seems like an ideal situation. 
Eat all the meat, cheese, and eggs you 
want, but lose a bunch of weight. 

But the controversy surrounding 
such a diet craze, the Atkins diet, may 
cause one to be cautious. 

According to the Atkins plan, 
carbohydrates are eliminated and re- 
placed completely with protein and fat. 

The science behind this diet is 
pretty simple. The body burns carbohy- 
drates and fat. When carbs are elimi- 
nated, only fat is burned. Quick weight 
loss is the result. 

The Atkins diet is much easier 
to stick to because it doesn’t allow 
people to go hungry for too long. As 
long as you eat the correct foods, you 
can have as much as you want. 

Restaurants such as Subway 
have added the diet to its menu. Subway, 
a restaurant known for keeping America 
healthy, would not place an item on its 
menu that would harm customers. 

But not all teens should choose 
the Atkins diet. If the goal is just to be 
healthy, there are other options. Atkins 
cuts out half of the food groups, which 
makes it hard to consume all the vita- 
mins and minerals needed to be healthy. 

Although the diet is controver- 
sial, it can be a good way to lose weight. 
People have used it and gotten very posi- 
tive results. Once the weight is off, more 
healthy habits of eating can be enforced. 

Overall, the Atkins diet works, 
and is good for a teenager if not used 
too extensively. 

Everyone dreams of that ideal 
diet, such as the Atkins diet. But any diet 
can be taken too seriously and can be 
dangerous, or even fatal. 
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Casualness of sex diminishes morality 


Sex. It’s everywhere. 

We talk about sex in daily con- 
versation and we see it on TV and in 
movies every day. 

It seems my generation has 
adapted to casual sex too well. 

Today, young teens are losing 
their virginity, which isn’t a surprise. 
This is no new practice. But, according 
to statistics in a recent survey, many of 
these teens didn’t necessarily want to 
lose their virginity when they did. 

The national Campaign to Pre- 
vent Teen Pregnancy (NCPTP) released 
results from their annual survey in Dec. 
This revealed eight out of ten teen girls 
and nearly six in ten teen boys regretted 
their first sexual experience. 

These statistics seem high to 
me, and I wonder if maybe the fact that 
sex is expressed casually in our nation 
has something to do with that. 

Maybe since the media and so- 
ciety shows sex everyday, teens aren’t 
really thinking about what goes into the 


sex process. 

Your first sexual experience 
shouldn’t be something that you do 
merely for the physical aspect, but it 
should be well thought out in the emo- 
tional aspect as well. 

According to 
the same survey, peer 
pressure is one reason 
for teens to lose their 
virginity. 

Peer pressure 
shouldn’t speed up 
your first sexual expe- 
rience. If someone is 
pressuring you to have 
sex just because every- 
one else is doing it, 
chances are that person 
doesn’t have a whole 
view of the entire teen population. 

According to NCPTP, only 46 
percent of high school students have lost 
their virginity, while teens believe that 
same statistic to be as high as 68 per- 


Intuition 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


cent. 

So, everyone isn’t have sex, and 
you shouldn’t feel pressured unless 
you’re ready. 

As [have discussed earlier, sex 
is everywhere in the media. After all, 
sex Sells. But, this doesn’t necessarily 
mean that everyone is doing it. 

Just because the character, 
Samantha, a character in the HBO se- 
ries Sex and the City, advocates sex on 
the first date, it doesn’t mean all teens 
necessarily think this way. 

Eight out of ten teen girls and 
six in ten teen guys should not regret 
their first intimate experience. 

We casually speak of sex in 
American society, but we aren’t educat- 
ing our youth enough on creating mor- 
als, and we aren’t supporting teens to 
stick with their morals. 

Whatever decision you make in 
life, whether to have sex or not, should 
be your decision. When you come to that 
moment in life, don’t regret it years later. 


Bruin bypass is wonderful addition to NHS 


stephanie phillips 


A bell rings. Over 2,000 stu- 
dents get to their feet and take to the 
halls. Many of them have to get to a 
job. Others just want to get home. But 
there are 2,000 students and only 10 
doors to exit. 

The commons is the most 
popular means of exiting and entering 
at Northrop, but not all students have 
to leave, so they congregate in the com- 
mons, getting in the way of hurried stu- 
dents. 

At the beginning of the spring 
term, administration set up a rope 
across the center of the commons called 
the Bruin bypass to separate remain- 
ing congregations of students from 
those quickly leaving. 

Thanks to this new setup, stu- 


dents now have an area to stand while 
other students are able to get out of the 
building without experiencing a 
crowded maze. 

The only problem would be lazy 
students. If there were an emergency, 
they may not want 
to go to G hall or to 
the free area. They 
would find it easier 
to jump over the 
rope or go under it. 
They may get in the 
way of other stu- 
dents, causing a 
hold-up. 

If this 
could be avoided, 
the Bruin bypass 
will be a wonderful 
addition to keep at 


Northrop, assisting hurried students to 
get out of the building faster and more 
easily. 


Then others wouldn’t have to 
worry about getting pushed around by 
students running from the building. 


we and get out 


——_ 5 4d quickly, or if 


not in a hurry, 
» move to the 
de. 
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ariel case 


Are people 
who dress 
skimpy or 

vulgar 
respected 
less? 


It is seen every day when walk- 
ing through the hallway. A girl is wear- 
ing a low-cut shirt or really short shorts, 
and a guy is wearing his pants down to 
his knees with his boxers showing. 

Even in the winter, girls are 
wearing shirts with no sleeves and re- 
ally short skirts. They have to put them- 
selves through the very cold weather just 
to look “cute” for others. 

Dressing skimpy has gotten out of hand over the 
years. Therefore, more and more people are losing respect 
from others because of the ways they dress. 

When both girls and guys wear skimpy clothing, they 
receive less respect from others, including students and adults. 

Certain guys might disrespect a girl who is dressed 
skimpy. A teacher might not take that girl as seriously com- 
pared to a student who is dressed appropriately for school. 
The same could happen toward guys too. 

These skimpy dressers, in attempt 
to be noticed or fashionable or both, are 
only portraying a bad image for them- 
selves. 

Many may think it’s degrading or 
disrespectful to themselves and to others 
when people dress skimpy. 

People should only dress to get the 
respect that they want, and that is deserved. 
Tasteful outfits deserve respect. Skimpy 
or vulgar clothing, though daring and 
eye-catching, do not. 

Some say that people should be 
able to express themselves freely. Okay, 
but they shouldn’t show off everything 
they have just to be noticed by others. 

When someone is wearing a 
skimpy outfit, others don’t respect 
them for who they really are. They 
only pay attention to their looks. 

People need to look 
past someone’s appearance 
and start paying more atten- 
tion to other things such as 
their personality. 

Dressing skimpy has gotten out of hand. 

Those who dress skimpy need to respect themselves 
first, so that others can start to respect them more for who 
they really are. What you wear does matter. 


shelby vorndran 


No 


alicia wireman 


She made her way into the mu- 
sic industry with the shy-and-sweet-girl- 
across-the-street image. But as her popu- 
larity increased, her amount of clothing 
did not. 

Britney Spears, one of the 
world’s most well-known teen idols, has 
sung her way into millions of teen hearts. 
Not with her talented voice though, but 
rather with her clothing, or lack thereof. 


Let’s face it. People have earned popularity by 
being the bold, the sexy, and the vulgar. They have 
achieved that high level of success mostly because of 
physical appearance. 


Girls across America are dressing them- 


selves like their teen idols, such as Spears 
and Christina Aguilera, because they want 


to feel cool. 

It may be that some boys will 
only date girls who portray themselves 
like Spears and Aguilera so that they can 
date the so-called cool girls. It’s a sad 


fact. 


These tasteless celebrities are un- 
fortunately respected by the most influ- 
ential people—the younger population. 
Society has shut its eyes to char- 
acter and now obsesses on the physi- 
cal appearance of the person. We no 
longer appreciate the person with 
dedication and talent. But we give a 
person the chance of a lifetime if 
they’re good-looking. 
American Idol, one of America’s 
favorite reality shows, is known 
for making one singer’s dream 
come true. But after watching 


one recent audition, I realized the judges were sending 
the most beautiful, model-like people that couldn’t sing 
to Hollywood. All the while, talented, young stars were 
being sent home because they lacked alleged stage 
presence. 

Talented people are getting their dreams crushed 
while the bold, beautiful, and not-as talented get every 
dream come true. It’s wrong. 

Now, I’m not saying that Britney Spears has no 
talent—she can sing. But we shouldn’t push back the tal- 
ent that isn’t vulgar, skimpy, or even “Dirrty.” 
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$25 Student Discount! 


At Your Prom 
Headquarters 


% 32 


4 
TUX SHOP 


e The LARGEST 
Selection... Period! 


eo coe Golf & Games 


¢ NO Second Choices ceo ee 8 ee 0 ee 0 ee 8 ee 0 ee 8 ei 


¢ The BEST Designers 80 Game Tokens ; i 


e Louie’s ALWAYS has 
The BEST FITTING | 
Tuxedo’s... Guaranteed s 
| Expires 
¢ The highest quality . 3-15-04. 
L 


tuxes and the 
BEST PRICES! 


| Be 
And it all starts 
Atony, DOOD.95* 4530 Speedway Dr. 
Jefferson Pointe Wal Mart 
Shopping Center Plaza 
FORT WAYNE MARION 483-7618 
(260) 434-0028 (765) 664-3888 


*$39.95 after student discount. Includes coat, pant, shirt, bow tie, cummerbund, jewelry and 
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suspenders. Does not include dama age waiver and sales tax. 


Naked Clay Cate 


Coffee House 


** Present this ad ** 


$1.00 OFF any Grande Sized (2002) 
Menu Drink 
expires 3/15//04. Not valid with any other offer. 
A great place to bring a date..... Paint pottery 


Drink a mocha..... and have fun! 


visit our 5925 N. Clinton, Washington Square 


Paint Studio 482-2332 


nakedclaycafe.com 
Mon-Thu 6:30am-10pm, Fri 6:30 - 11pm, Sat 7am-11pm, Sun 8am-6pm 
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 


sense fox 
STUDENTS, TEACHERS and STAFF! 


50% off your first haircut 
PLUS 
"Bu _ BUY ! haircut, Get 1 FREE!" 


e customers. Call Paula orAngela for details, 


5 je now until June,d0th, Reserve your PROM hair appointment 
Jan.3lst and pay just $29, incudinga complimentary make-up application, 


Angela C, Wels or Paula Leon 
Stylists 


HAIRSPRAY, Inc. Salon 
4616 Speedway Drive, behind "Putt-Putt." 


47-4310 


FWCS suspensions up; Northrop down 


stephanie phillips 


Thanks to the new ISS (in 
school suspensions) pro- 
gram, overall suspensions at 
Northrop have decreased by 
half. But in the minds of 
many Bruins, the perception is just the 
opposite. 

In arecent survey, 10 out of 10 Bru- 
ins believed that suspensions at 
Northrop are on the rise. 

Freshman Trisha De Witt said, “More 
kids are acting up to be like everyone 
Elsen 

“A lot of people are fighting,” said 
sophomore Rachel Wyman. “They 


2002: 
2003: 


don’t really think about what they’re 
doing.” 

According to fortwayne.com, sus- 
pensions increased at 21 out of FWCS’ 
51 schools, two times as much since 
2002. 

But at Northrop, this is not the case. 
According to assistant principal LeeAnn 
Thompson, despite student perception, 
suspensions at Northrop this year are 
half of what they were last year. 

“Parent conferences and conflict me- 


What's Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include names and class. This 


427 Northrop suspensions 
236 Northrop suspensions 


diation help avoid suspensions,” said Th- 
ompson. 

But it’s mainly due to 
ISS. Administrators are able 
to monitor students easier, 
and know that students are 
reaping the outcomes of in- 
appropriate behavior. 

In 2002, there were 427 
suspensions at Northrop. Ac- 
cording to re- 
cent stats, in 
ZO See LLCS 
were 236 sus- 
pensions, an al- 
most 50 percent 
reduction. 

So why, then, are some Bruins per- 
ceiving more problems than less? 

“More 


people : 
are get- Ten out of 10 Bruins 
ting into p 

tights feel Suspensions 

a nd have increased 
bringing 

ciga- throughout Northrop. 
rettes to 


amanda ostoich 


Suspensions have 
risen in 21 of the 

FWCS’ 
-fortwayne.com 


tim bradburn 


Parent conferences and conflict 
mediation help avoid suspensions. 


-assistant principal LeeAnn Thompson 


school,” said junior Alta Rice. 

Some Bruins said many students de- 
liberately 
misbehave to 
get suspen- 
sions so they 
don’t have to 
go to school. 

mney 
(administra- 
tors) are just giving the students vaca- 
tions,” said sophomore Wesley Hanies. 

“These students want to skip school,” 
said freshman Karena France. 

Also, some Bruins believe there are 
times when suspensions should not be 
an option. 

“Avoid suspending people who are 
in a play fight or self defense,” said 
Wyman. 

Overall, Bruins 
agreed Northrop should 
continue ISS because it 
allows administrators to 
keep an eye on misbehayv- 
ing students when they 
have nowhere else to go. 


51 schools. 


jo minnich 


includes letters wishing to be 
published anonymously. 

Submit all letters to Room D111. 
Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 
for length and appropriateness. 


What’s Bruin? will not publish any material containing 


malicious, personal attacks. 
What’s Bruin? is printed monthly by 
Fort Wayne Printing. 


-cover photo by aaron thomas 
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Garden, Sisters latest Bruin clubs 


Thompson starts Bruin Sisters Club; Knudson plants Garden Club 


sarah leavell 
Bruin Sisters Club 


“T love it. We get to talk about a 
lot of stuff to help get through prob- 
lems,” said junior India Thompson, of 
the newly-formed Bruin Sisters Club. 

The club was started by assistant 
principal LeeAnn Thompson. 

“At one time, two groups of girls 
did not get along. 
Conflict resolution 
was needed,” said 
LeeAnn on why 
she started the 
club. 

The club is kept 


at about 15-20 
members to keep it 
LeeAnn i 
Teennenn personal. How- 
ever, it is still at the 
point of disccusion on who can join. 


“T heard about it from a friend 
while I was service working,” said In- 
dia. 

The club meets Thursdays after 
school in a conference room at school. 
At some of these meetings, field trips 
to such places as the African step show 
held at the Weisser Park Youth Cen- 
ter, the museum of art, Ivy Tech, 
IPFW, and Anthis Career Center may 
take place. 


tiffany stufflebeam 
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‘Senior Eva lh 
tends to a p % 


‘during the first 
meeting of the 
ewly-formed 
rden Club. 
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“There’s a need for students to be con- 
nected to school in some way, ” said LeeAnn. 


Garden Club 


Yes, it’s true: There is a greenhouse on 
top of the school. 

“It has been sitting idle for 16 years. There 
was a student teacher last year that went and 
cleaned it up,” said 
science teacher and 
founder of Garden 
Club, Tom 
Knudson. 

“Tt is used in sci- 
ence classes. Custo- 
dians have done a 
great job to get it to- 
gether. It now 
needs to branch off 
and be seen,” said 


Knudson. 

The club may be having a plant 
sale, flower sale, guest speakers, and 
field trips in the future. 

Students aren’t the only people 
who can be a part in the club. 

“Any parents, staff, or students 
who are interested 
are encouraged to 
join,” said 
Knudson. 

The club is not 
only focused 
around gardening, 
but is a way for 
the students and 
staff to connect 
with each other. It 
is even a way for the staff to get to 
know each other and get involved. 

The club has not set a meeting 
schedule yet. For now, it will tenta- 
tively be once a month. Listen to the 
announcements for future meetings. 


Tom Knudson 


love it. 
We get to 
talk...to 
help get 
through 
problems; 


-junior India Thompson, 
member of the new 
Bruin Sisters Club 


Mame set for 
spring musical 


Mame, a play based on the true story 
of Mame Dennis (senior Breanna 
Jacquay), will be performed at Northrop 
April 30 and May 1| in the auditorium. 

The story starts out with the death of 
Mame’s brother. His death causes her 
nephew Patrick Dennis (senior JD Hahn) 
to have to live with her. He has lived a 
sheltered life and Mame tries to open 
up the world to him. 

Mame meets a gentleman of South- 
ern class and wealth, Beaurgard (senior 
Colin Aumiller). They eventually get 
married. He dies soon after. 

The plot continues with the conflict 
between the kind of girl Patrick likes and 
the girl Mame wants him to like. 

Other lead characters are senior 
Vanessa Liggett as Agnes Gooch, jun- 
ior Kaitlyn Head as Vera Charles, and 
senior Jerome Davis as Dwight 
Babcock. 


Bear Tracks staff 
selected for 
national Yearbook 


Yearbook 


Northrop’s Bear Tracks yearbook 
was recently recognized by Taylor Pub- 
lishing Company for outstanding year- 
book design. 

Taylor Publishing is a national com- 
pany that publishes Bear Tracks. 

The yearbook is being featured in 
Taylor’s 2004 Yearbook Yearbook, 
which is distributed nationwide. Only 
five percent of all eligible books are cho- 
sen for this honor. 

“It’s neat to see our efforts re- 
warded,” said yearbook adviser Pete 
Baney. 

The 2004 Yearbook Yearbook can 
be seen in the journalism display case 
next to D111. 


Bruin speakers 
keep city title 


The Bruin speakers successfully de- 
fended their city title Saturday March 6 
at Snider High School. 

Out of 36 speakers who were entered 
in the sectional tournament, 33 will 
move onto the state tournament, which 
will be held March 27 at Lafayette 
Jefferson High School. 

“It’s a great team among great teams. 
It’s a very special year,” said head 
speech coach Linc Record. 

The Bruin speakers travelled to Ply- 
mouth High School for the district tour- 
nament March 13. Qualifiers will go to 
the national tournament in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, in June. 


Bodybuilders 
prepare for contest 


“The body builders are tightening 
their diet, increasing their exercise, and 
practicing poses with (physical educa- 
tion teacher) Hornak,” said P.E. direc- 
tor Ernie Bojrab. 

Northrop’s Bodybuilding contest 
will be March 26 at 7 p.m. in the audito- 
rium. Admission will be $5. 

Certified national judge, and former 
Mr. America, Butch Fairchild, will be 
returning to judge the contest . 


Key club travels 
to Indianapolis 


Key club will be participating in an 
annual conference held in Indianapolis, 
April 2-4. 

Senior Shawnna Yandell, junior 
Tram Nguyen, and sophomore Megan 
Danalds are representing Northrop. 

“The annual convention provides an 
opportunity to gain fundraiser ideas and 
to meet new people,” said club sponsor 
Andrew Shipe. 


Winterguard to 
State; jazz festival 
coming March 20 


Winter colorguard is now competing 
every Saturday. State competition for 
guard is on March 13 and 20. 

The string ensemble is practicing for 
the spring musical in April. 

On March 20, Northrop is hosting a 
jazz festival. Schools from all over the 
state will be performing. Bill Watrous, 
an up-and-coming jazz artist, is the guest 
musician for the festival. 


Ping-pong club 
is back for spring 


The ping-pong club is back in action 
at Northrop after being on hold for the 
winter. 

The group meets again in the wres- 
tling room from 2:45-5 p.m. on Wednes- 
days. 

Students and staff may join the club 
at any time. The cost to join is just $10 
to cover a club T-shirt and equipment. 

Any interested members can just 
show up or see sponsor Judy Delamarter 
in the main office if interested. 


Clothing drive 
In progress 


The Teaching Academy and Project 
SET are having a clothing drive. The 
drive will continue through March 19. 

The clothing will go to the FWCS 
Homeless bank, but only clubs and other 
extracurricular groups can contribute to 
it. 

Also in April, all Teaching Academy 
students will be interning at elementary 
schools such as Lincoln, Holland, and 
Northcrest. They may also intern at 
Shambough, St. Joe Central, and Arling- 
ton elementary schools. 
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Art department students receive scholastic awards 


tim bradburn 


Artist: senior Amy Ramsey 
Awards won: two gold keys, two 
silver keys 

Sample work: “Confusion State of 
Mind,” gold key 

Medium: digital imagery 
Inspiration: “I was trying to show a 
different view of how people think 
and how it’s different from person 
to person.” 


Artist: senior Kavita Singh 

Awards won: photography portfolio 
finalist, two silver keys, two certifi- 
cates of merit 

Sample work: “Mourning Glory,” 
silver key 

Medium: digital imagery 

Inspiration: “] was taking pictures at a 
graveyard and the idea came to me.” 


Artist: senior Cassie Amans 

Awards won: silver key, certificate of 
merit 

Sample work: “Stained Glass Crack,” 
silver key 

Medium: ceramics 

Inspiration: “I wanted to portray a dif- 
ferent type of construction than I usu- 
ally do.” 


Artist: senior James Green 

Awards won: photography portfolio 
finalist, certificate of merit 

Sample work: “Care of the South 
China Sea,” certificate of merit 
Medium: digital photography 
Inspiration: “It was an assignment 
that turned out better than 

I thought, so I used it.” 


Artist: senior Nate Gatchell 

Awards won: photography portfolio 
finalist, three certificates of merit 
Sample work: “All is Lost But Time is 
the Light That Will Inevitably Shine 
Into These Dark Corners,” certificate 
of merit 

Medium: photography 

Inspiration: “I was walking around 
downtown and the way the light hit the 
building caught my eye.” 


jo minnich 


Rap release 


Senior Brayden O’Harra writes 
rap music, finds outlet for 


senior Chad Minnick 


dealing with cerebral palsy EEL GSE 
tion? 

ariel case Once A: In Cancun, with all my 
Eminem inspired friends and beautiful women. 

Senior Brayden O’Harra is apprecia- him, he began to Q: What are your long-term s 
tive for what he has overcome in his life, write his own goals? & 5 
considering he was born with cerebral _ lyrics to use for A: A wife, two kids, and liy- Q 
palsy. rapping. ing on Alamo lake in Ari- z 

“When I was little, 1 was in a wheel- “A few years zona. For now I plan on hav- id 
chair. Now I am just thankful I can ago, I started ing as much fun as I can, un- = 
walk,” said O’ Harra. writing my own til I leave for the Air Force. 

Cerebral palsy is a disorder that oc- _ free-style about Q: Favorite color and why? 
curs close to the time of birth and af- several different A: Blue, I saw a beautiful blue shirt. Ever since that 
fects body movements and muscle co- _ things,” he said. moment, it has been my favorite color. 
ordination. His friends, Q: Favorite movie? 

Now, he can do more than just walk. family, and other A: Scarface and Old School 
He has become a talented rapper. students in Q: Favorite quote or words of wisdom to share? 

At the age of 13, O’Harra began to school have A: You will make an infinite number of mistakes in 
develop an interest in rap after being helped to your life. Just learn from them and never repeat them 
exposed to it by his sister. motivate him to again. 


At first, he wasn’t interested in it as 
much as his sister was, but then he was 
inspired even more by a popular rapper. 

“On the radio, I heard Eminem rap- 
ping and I thought, why can’t I do that?” 
he said. 


rap. After a few 
years of writing 
his own songs, the writing process has become very easy for O’ Harra. 
“T just listen to music a lot, and I start to come up with my own ideas to go off 
of,” he said. 
O’Harra also likes to rap about certain events that have occurred in his life, 
including his disability. 


“T just like to express myself and the 
way I feel about things through my 
music,” he said. 


|-rap about the 
struggles of life 


| if As an ae for dealing with a for expression 


2. s -his:.cerebral palsy, senior : 
*., Brayden O’Harra enjoys d 
As Writingehis own free-style dn tO Just get it 
raps. After O'Hara © ; 


writing his raps on nofebbok all out. 


paper, he often types them ’ , 
Ce ecm -senior Brayden O’Harra 
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President Bush’s No 
Child Left Behind Act 
and how Northrop 
measures up matters 
more and more 


rachelle reichert 
alicia wireman 


“Education is the basis of our future,” 
said freshman Alyssa Welles. 

Recently, President Bush’s No Child 
Left Behind Act has been trying to im- 
prove education in our youth. 

The act provides standards that each 
school must meet annually, and failure 
to meet these standards results in pos- 
sible punishment. 

As it stands now, Northrop did not 
pass six of the 20-30 standards within 
the act. 

The six standards Northrop failed to 
meet were in the following areas: 

Language arts among special educa- 
tion students, language arts and math 
among blacks, language arts and math 
among the economically disabled (stu- 
dents on the free and reduced lunch pro- 
gram). 

“Indiana has pretty tough standards 
in every subject area,” said principal 
Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

Northrop also failed to meet the 95 
percent attendance and graduation re- 
quirement. 

“We need to try and work better with 
students and parents to get kids here,” 
said assistant principal Cheryl Strader. 

According to FWCS director of 
school improvement John Kline, the No 
Child Left Behind Act is pushing 
schools nationwide to reach for a 100 
percent graduation rate by the year 2014. 
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Of the No Child Left 
Behind standards, 
Northrop passed only 
six of 12. Here, senior 
Katie Vandever sits in 
as classroom where 


o 


icipation seems 
Experts say one 
. D achieving a 
quality education is for 
students to play a 
more active role in 
their educational 
"process. 


“It would be nice to have everybody 
graduate. It’s a good goal to reach,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 

Under the No Child Left Behind Acct, 
the overall goal is to pass more and more 
students each year in every area. As a 
result, standards get stricter with each 
school year. 

However, not all administrators agree 
with a set standard because many 
schools, like Northrop, will have a 
larger, more diverse, and often a greater 
challenge academically. 

“The target is set. It would make 
sense to have adjustable targets though,” 
said Kline. 

“The problem (with) the No Child 
Left Behind Act is that it’s a simplistic 
answer for increasing student achieve- 
ment,” said Ahlersmeyer. 


What do Bruins say about their 
own education? 


Then there’s the students. How do 
they about they think they’re doing? Do 
they think they’re getting a decent edu- 
cation at Northrop? 

“T believe I’m getting a good educa- 
tion (at Northrop) because we have high 
standards,” said sophomore Maria 


Burdine. 

Burdine is not the only student who 
feels this way. 

“We have more experienced teach- 
ers who care about students,” claimed 
freshman Madison Parker. 

Junior Buffy Esslinger agreed. She’s 
been a member of Northrop’s Big Or- 
ange Pride marching band all through- 
out her high school. She explained that 
at Northrop the basics are here if stu- 
dents want to learn. 

“Kids who want to learn are getting 
what they need. You just have to set your 


a 
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mind to it,” she said. 

While the majority of Bruins in- 
terviewed claimed their Northrop edu- 
cation is adequate, others still dis- 
agreed. 

“T feel like I’m learning stuff that I 
won't need for a job in the future,” 
said sophomore Devon Hankins, a 
varsity wrestler this year at Northrop. 

Ahlersmeyer confirmed some 
changes are already decided for next 
year. For example, some freshmen 
will be placed in year-long math and 
English classes to help them pass their 
sophomore ISTEP. Furthermore, 
year-long classes will include an En- 
glish class and an English lab, as well 
as a math class and math lab. 

“We have to put a big chunk of our 
eggs (teachers) in the freshman bas- 
ket to ensure that they will pass the 
GQE (sophomore ISTEP),” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 

Overall, Ahlersmeyer said she isn’t 
too worried. She believes that pass- 
ing every standard is “doable.” She 
said we just need to remain focused. 

“We have the staff and the stu- 
dents. We just need to get it done,” 
she said. 


Phe problem 
(with) the No 
Child Left 
Behind Act is 
that it’s a 
simplistic 
answer for 
increasing 
student achieve- 
ment. 


-principal Barb Ahlersmeyer 


Democrat Kerry: 
Whatare his 
educational values? 
stephanie phillips 


Massachusetts senator John Kerry is 
a presidential candidate in this year’s 
upcoming election. 

Each candidate, of course, is required 
to give his or her views on certain is- 
sues, including education. 

On kerry.senate.gov, Kerry states, “I 
believe that the federal government has 
two essential roles in the nation’s pub- 
lic education systems: to help provide 
quality educational opportunities for all 
children and to improve everyone’s ac- 
cess to higher education. Ensuring the 
federal government fulfills its role in the 
nation’s education 
system is one of my 
highest legislative 
priorities.” 

According to 
issues2000.org, 
Kerry voted for 
funding smaller 
classes and student 
testing instead of 
private tutors. He 
also voted in favor 
on spending $448 
billion of tax cut on 
education and debt 
reduction. 

Kerry’s goals for 
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Bush’s No Child 
Left Behind puts 
schools to the test 


@ The No Child Left Behind Act 
creates standards in each state for 
what every child should learn in 
English/language arts and math. 


@ Schools that fail to make ad- 
equate yearly progress will risk 
penalties that may include proba- 
tion and cuts in funds. 


@ If adequate progress is not 
made, parents also can be given the 
right to withdraw their children and 
send them to a better school. 


@ State grants also will be pro- 
vided for under- 
privileged and 
economically- 
disadvataged stu- 
dents. 

-sources: WWW. 
whitehouse.gov 
and www.ed.gov 


Where we stand... 


No Child Left Behind standards 
affecting Northrop 


2010 are to: “Turn 
around every failing 
public school, make 
charter schools an 
option in every state 
community, and 
make sure every 
classroom has well- 
qualified teachers 
who know the sub- 
ject they teach, and 
create a safe, clean, 
healthy, disciplined 
environment for ev- 
ery student.” 


Overall language arts: passed 

¢Overall math: passed 

#95 percent attendance/graduation: failed 

*IEP (special ed) language arts: failed 

¢IEP (special ed) math: passed 

Economically disadvantaged language arts: failed 
Economically disadvantaged math: failed 

¢ African-American language arts: failed 

¢ African-American math: failed 

Caucasian language arts: passed 

Caucasian math: passed 

¢95 percent taking ISTEP (standardized test): passed 


-Six of 12 standards applying to Northrop were passed 
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Carr and Robinson JS MEMES now andi inthe future 


shelby vorndran 


Senior track runners Kyndal Carr and 
Zakiya Robinson have helped lead the 
Northrop four-time, state champion 
girls’ track team to their state titles ev- 
ery year they’ve been at Northrop. 

In addition, they’ ve both been named 
all-area and all-sectional athletes at dif- 
ferent times. 

Their first area meet this season is set 
for March 31 at Homestead. The first 
conference meet is on April 14 at Luers. 

Carr’s events are the 200-meter dash, 
4x4 and 4x1 relays. Robinson’s events 
are the 100-meter dash, 4x4 relay and 
long jump. 

The two plan to attend Indiana Uni- 
versity on track scholarships in the fall. 


Was the coach recruiting the two of you 
together, or did it just happen that you’re 
from the same school? 

Carr: I think he was recruiting us to- 
gether. 

Robinson: Yeah, because he wants all 
of the team to go there. 


We really have good team- 
mate that push me to work 


harder. 


-senior Zakiya Robinson 


How has running at Northrop made you 
better? 

Carr: The coaching has helped us im- 
prove. 

Robinson: We have really good team- 
mates that push me to work harder. 


Best J fends and tea 


fees at Indiana University “i in fall. 


Northrop’s four |straight state 
They are seehki 
fifth this seasons) 


Why did you choose IU? 

Carr: I wanted to get my recruiting pro- 
cess over with. 

Robinson: It’s a combination—I like 
IU, and it’s close to home. 


What events will 

you be running in 

college? 

Carr: T'll mostly 

be running 

sprints. 

Ro bans ogni: 

Hopefully, Pll 
run the 200 meters 

and do the long jump. 


Did you ever think that you could win 
four straight state titles? 

Carr: I’m not trying to sound cocky, but 
I think we were at that level. 


[ They 

# have been major contributors t@ three of © 
Schampionships. 

their co ae Worthiage. 


Jeqspjob wes 


Robinson: Yeah, we had the ability to, 
but I wasn’t sure. 


Why has the track team been so success- 
ful during your time? 

Carr: Our team unity—we all get along. 
Robinson: We have a good coach. 


Does being friends make you better 
teammates? 

Carr: Yeah, we always hang out to- 
gether. 

Robinson: Sometimes it’s a lot because 
we’re always together, but it’s good for 
us. 


What are you looking forward to most 
about college? 

Carr: The independence, and getting 
away from here. 

Robinson: Meeting lots of new people. 


Our team unity--we all get along. 


-senior Kyndal Carr, on what has made Northrop girls’ track so successful 
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Running sports tops at Northrop 


There are a lot of words that can de- 
scribe Northrop. Big. Diverse. Loud. 
Proud. And fast. 

Fast? It doesn’t seem like it fits the 
rest of those words. But around 
the state, Northrop is considered 


How about boys’ track coach Bob 
Shank who was a three-time All Ameri- 
can pole-vaulter himself when he was 
in college? 

Fast. Speaking of boys’ 
track, the Bruins placed 


one of the ultimate schools in . second at state last year. As 
terms of running. Prime far as the field events, se- 
Fast. That’s how many people TIME nior pole-vaulters Brandon 


from around the state view the 
school. Because when all is said 
and done, schools are defined by 
their sports teams. Here, 
Northrop athletics are defined by 
track and cross-country. 

Fast. If you’re not convinced, 
look at the girls’ track team. Four 
state titles in a row. Last year 
most of the points were scored 
by juniors and sophomores, so 
there is no reason to think that 
the number of titles won’t be extended 
to five. At least. 

Fast. Yeah, that’s junior Shauntel 
Elcock, who is ranked No. | in the coun- 
try in the 400m dash. That’s seniors 
Zakiya Robinson and Kyndal Carr, who 
after dominating the state since they 
were freshman, will be going to I.U. to- 
gether. 

Fast. That’s junior sprinter Lakeesha 
Burnett. When Burnett was in sixth 
grade, her city record 100m dash time 
would have gotten her eighth place in 
the state for high school. She’s only got- 
ten better. 

Still not convinced? How about the 
boys’ cross-country team that has won 
the SAC championship more consecu- 
tive years (14) than some students at this 
school have been alive. 

How about the boys’ cross-country 
coach, Barrie Peterson, who is a mem- 
ber of the IHSAA Coaches Hall of Fame 
and has gotten state runner-up four times 
during his coaching career. 

How about a girls’ track coach who 
won the national coach of the year? 
Coach Tom Knudson did it last year. 


sports —__——— 


Dave Mann 


Schneider and James 
Martzall are considered 
some of the top in the na- 
tion. Senior sprinters 
Charles Bailey, Kesonn 
Lee and sophomore Travis 
White are expected to be 
amongst the state’s best. 

Fast. Don’t forget the 
girls’ cross-country team. 
The Bruins have some of 
the best distance runners in 
the area. 

Fast. Northrop. They go hand-in- 
hand. Like peanut-butter and jelly. 


The fast and the furious: Boys’ track runners, 


Top 


Area girls’ track runners 


1. Shauntel Elcock, junior, 
Northrop, 200m, 400m, 4x4 relay 


2. Lakeesha Burnett, junior, 
Northrop, 100m, 400m, 4x4 relay 


3. Alyssa McKaig, senior, 
Concordia, 1600m, 3200m 


4. Zakiya Robinson, senior, 
Northrop, 100m, 400, long jump 


5. Adelle Mitchell, junior, 
Concordia, 3200m, 4x8 relay 


\ 


like seniors Charles Bailey, 
Kesonn Lee, Chris Dilworth and Tyrus Walker (front), practice sprints inside and 
outside. Northrop excels in all running sports, especially the spring track teams. 
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Spring sports have three new head coaches 


Social studies 
teacher Sean 
Bruening has been 
named Northrop’s 
new head baseball 
coach. 

Bruening has 
been coaching for 10 
years, five of those 
for baseball. He played sports in college, 
and previously assisted during the years 
°98-’00. 

During college, he played football 
and baseball. 

“T still want to be involved and the 
only way I could do that was to become 
a coach,” said Bruening. 


Hockey wins 


telysha richardson 


Sean Bruening 


The Bruin hockey team won city for 
the second year in a row. 

“Tt felt great to win. We won it last 
year and to repeat felt good. That just 
proved that we are the best in the city,” 
said senior Corey Potts. 

The team won the league, and then 
went on to beat Homestead in a shutout, 
5-0. 

“It was a good culmination of 10 
years of hockey to get a shutout in the 
last game playing,” said senior goalie 
Ryan Spahr. “We were very close. It was 
just Northrop hockey.” 

The Bruins lost their first game at 
state against Carmel Blue 5-3, tied 
Northside 4-4 in the second game, then 
lost a final game against Perry Meridian 
High School 6-1. 

“T cried like a baby,” said Potts, after 
his team lost. “Playing the last game was 
the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do. I 
knew it would be my last. I ve been play- 
ing since I was three years old.” 

Despite the emotional loss in the state 
tournament, the team was still thrilled 
with winning the city title and league 
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Dave Freon first 
started coaching 
when his daughter 
was in the fifth 
grade. They needed 
a coach for their 
softball team, so 
Freon got involved. 

“T look forward 
to the practices and seeing the team. I 
even begin to miss them when I’m not 
with them,” said Freon. 

Freon wants to have fun teaching the 
game and at the same time help develop 
friendships. 

He was an assistant last year, and 
looks to build up the team. 


Dave Freon 


ere aa 
1S 
oy 


whole life he 


Shane mies 


something he wanted to do. 
“Coaching and working 
team is by far the most re { 
said Crager. 
The team’s first match will fe .pI 
7 at Carroll. The first home mz 
April 14 against Wayne. 


city title; falls short at state 


title. 

“Winning city back to back was huge 
for us. It shows we play really well as a 
team. We were all really excited about 
it,” said sophomore forward Adam 
Logue. 

One reason the team was so excited 
was because there were so many seniors 
on the team. Many of them had been 
playing together for years, so the titles 
meant a lot. 

“Tt was really exciting that we won 
city as seniors. We won both the league 


and city, but usually the team that wins 
the league gets upset in city. We were 
determined not to get beat,” said senior 
forward Joel Henney. 

The Bruins beat Homestead by one 
point to win the league, so when the two 
played in the city finals, many were ex- 
pecting a close game. 

“Tt was unbelievable for us. Every- 
one expected a great game, and we beat 
them 5-0 to win city. It proved that we 
were the best team in the city,” said 
Logue. 
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Boys’ basketball goes 
out in sectionals 


The boys’ basketball team lost a 
heartbreaker to Snider in the first round 
of sectionals on March 2. The Bruins 
trailed for most of the game, but then 
cut the lead to three points in the last 
minute of the game. However, they 
could not pull off the victory. 

The Bruins were having a disap- 
pointing year until the last week of the 
season. They defeated the Homestead 
Spartans and the Leo Lions. Leo was 
ranked 10th in the state in class 3A. 

“The team made great improve- 
ments by the end of the season. We 
came together and played more as a 
team,” said senior center Alex 
Rinearson. 

The senior-dominated team im- 
proved with outside shooting and ball 
movement. With five seniors in the 
regular rotation, the team is losing a lot 
of key members. 

“Losing to Snider was disappoint- 
ing because it’s my last season,” said 
Rinearson. 


Girls’ basketball has 
winning record in SAC 


The girls’ basketball team ended its 
season with a record of 5-4 in the SAC, 
and 9-12 overall. 

“I was really pleased with the sea- 
son, but we should have been more con- 
sistent with play in sectionals,” said 
head coach Greg Rahrer. 

In sectionals, the team won a big 
first game against Homestead, 50-29, 
but lost its second game to Snider, 45- 
20% 

“T was really happy we beat Home- 
stead,” said junior guard Sam Harris, 
recalling the highlight of the team’s sea- 
son. 
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Boys’ swim and dive 
prepares for next season 


“They did as well as I expected,” said 
boys’ swim and dive coach Lisa 
Ketcham. 

The Bruins team ended 4-9-1 over- 
all and 3-1-1 in the SAC. 

Awards were given to freshman 
Dustin Faurote for most improved and 
best attitude and freshman Aleks Fansler 
for the most valuable swimmer. 

“They have all improved their swim- 
ming abilities over this season,” said 
Ketcham. “We will have plenty of ex- 
perience for next year’s team.” 


Gymnastics improving 
with younger team 


Last weekend on March 12, the gym- 
nastics team was one of three top teams 
in the area to head to regionals. 

The gymnastics team ended its sea- 
son with an overall record of 9-3 and 
ranked second place at the SAC meet. 

On March 6, they defeated the top 
three teams coming up third in 
sectionals. 

If gymnastics makes it, the team will 
be off to state on March 20. 

Beyond that, the team has been work- 
ing on new moves trying to perfect them. 

Coach Kim Coak said, “They’ve 
been working really hard on their tricks 
to gain points.” 


Boys’ bowling 
dissapointed with upset 


To advance to state, the boys’ bowl- 
ing team would have to remain in the 
top four at sectionals and regionals, and 
top two for semi-state. 

Sectionals were Feb. 28, and the Bru- 
ins fished ninth. The team was unable 


to qualify for regionals or semi-state. 
Previously, the Bruin bowlers 
ranked first in their regular season. 
“We played a strong season,” said 
junior boys’ captain Justin Watson. 
“Still, it was disappointing not to 
go on to state.” 


Boys’ track and field 
aiming to win state 


After being state runner-up last year, 
the boys’ track and field team has been 
hard at work to make this season suc- 
cessful. 

“We have a strong group of runners 
returning, and we hope to build on this 
team to make it another successful 
year,” said head coach Bob Shank. 

On March 3, it traveled to Hunting- 
ton College for a reserve opening meet, 
and the varsity team went to Indiana 
University in Bloomington on March 
13 for its opening meet. 

Its next meet will be on March 24 
at Indianapolis North Central. Also, its 
first SAC meet will be on May 1. 


Softball prepares for 
upcoming season 


The softball team has been condi- 
tioning over the winter, and will have 
their first scrimmage March 31 at 
Wayne. 

The Bruins also will have someone 
new in charge. 

The new head coach, Dave Freon, 
said the girls have been getting better. 

“They are improving on the mental 
aspects of the game as well as the 
physical aspects,” said Freon 

The girls are practicing fundamen- 
tals such as batting and pitching, as 
well as working in their positions. 

“Tt’s going to be a terrific season,” 
said sophomore player Jackie Cronin. 
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The Passion 


Gibson’s directing a must-see 
jo minnich 


I would have walked out if I hadn’t 
had to write this review. It was, by far, 
the bloodiest and most violent movie I 
have ever seen. Still, after the cringing 
and gasps, I’m glad I stayed through the 
excruciating scenes of The Passion of 
the Christ. 

Mel Gibson’s film was very 
controversial, yes, which would make 
many not want to view it. But through 
his superb directing and imagination, 
this film is worth seeing in theatres. 

I did have somewhat mixed emotions 
after the film was over (and the applause 
had subsided). 

I came to the realization that if it 
hadn’t been Jesus on that screen, Gibson 
probably wouldn’t be able to pay people 
to see this. The scenes were so gory; 
many would not want to sit through it 
(not to mention the fact that an R rating 
would be an understatement). 

Gibson effectively captured the raw 
emotions associated with the crucifixion 
of Jesus through his excellent directing. 
He also helped lesser-known actors 
(such as Jim Caviezel in the role of 
Jesus) bring out their acting abilities to 
tell one of the greatest stories of all time. 

I wonder how Gibson broke the news 
to Caviezel: “Hey Jim, wanna play 
Jesus?” That'd be a pretty big role to live 
up to. Caviezel pulled through with fly- 
ing colors, though. 

The cinematography was amazing 
and the lighting was perfect. Many 
cinematographers may be afraid to get 
the cameras incredibly close to actors. 
These cinematographers had no shame. 
The up-close angular shots gave a whole 
other side to the emotion of this film. 

Gibson also did a great job 


of the Christ 


incorporating the 
use of sound into 
this movie. Dia- 
logue is scarce; but 
keeping it in the 
original languages 
of that time (He- 
brew, Aramaic, and 
Latin) gives a com- 
pletely different tone 
than if it were in En- 
glish. Besides, until 
it was over, I didn’t 
even realize I read 
the whole movie. 

What amazed me 
the most were the 
sound effects. One 
scene in particular 
that impacted me, 
was a single raindrop 
that fell in slow mo- 
tion during the cruci- 
fixion scene. 1 he 
single drop exploded 
onto the screen, liter- 
ally making my seat 
shake, sending chills 
down my spine. 

Despite the blood and horrifying 

beating scenes, Gibson’s great directing, 
sound, and cinematography made this 
movie a must-see. A 


Passion stays true to scripture 


kyle ellis 


“*...He was wounded and crushed for 
our sins. He was beaten that we might 
have peace, he was whipped, and we 
were healed,” Isaiah 53:5. 

Now just shy of a month old, critics 
agree that Mel Gibson’s The Passion of 
the Christ is the most controversial film 
of the year. 


A look at both film 
quality and biblical 
accuracy 
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However, what is the cause of such 
controversy? Is the movie anti-semitic 
as some claim? Is Gibson’s Passion too 
violent? 

As one questions the controversy of 
the film, one must also realize that this 
movie accomplishes the goal which 
director Mel Gibson had for his film by 
highlighting the details of the last twelve 
hours Christ spent on this Earth. From 
a biblical standpoint, The Passion of the 
Christ is composed of various portions 
of the New Testament gospels in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John and 
follows the scriptures exactly. 

The scene that many within the 
jewish community fear will cause anti- 
semitism occurs where Pontius Pilate 


Pari ree 


Out 


hands Jesus over to a crowd of jews who 
choose to condemn him to death while 
freeing another criminal, Barabbas, as 
was the Passover custom. 

But one key point must also be made. 
While the jews were the actual body who 
called for Christ to be crucified, it would 
be unfair to blame them collectively for 
Christ’s death. 

One of the most basic Christian 
beliefs is that Christ was born on Earth 
to suffer and eventually die so that those 
who believe in him might have eternal 
life. In that sense, we all were 
responsible for Jesus’ death upon the 
cross. 

Yet another controversy that 
moviegoers face with The Passionis that 


movies. 


religious 
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some find it altogether too violent. 

Granted, the film is somewhat vio- 
lent in content, I believe that the viewer 
and critic alike must realize what they 
experience on the big screen isn’t merely 
overdone Hollywood gore. 

The Passion is very true to the real- 
ity of the sacrifice Jesus Christ made 
when he was beaten and crucified for 
our transgressions. 

All controversy aside, I was pleased 
with the way Gibson relayed the story 
of Christ’s last twelve hours. 

The end credits had finished, but the 
theater was still full. The only sound in 
auditorium 17 of Rave Motion Pictures 
was weeping. Nothing more, nothing 
less. A+ 


Some people think 
that the story (of 
Christ's crucifixion) 
shouldn't be in 


-sophomore Ellie Carolus 


events on film. 


-senior jeff Newman 


Speak Why has [he Passion become 
so controversial? 


The 
movie is 
about 
Christ, 
and it has 
really 
gory parts 
ged 
-freshman 
Allen Wade 


Some people 
just have a 
problem with 
depicting 


The life, 
death, and 
resurrection 
of Christ is 
controversial, 
so the 
movie will 
be. 


-junior Justin 
Petersen 


It's been 
misinterpreted. If 
you see the movie 
at its face value, it 
doesn't matter what 
religious background 
you are. 


-art teacher Al Jacquay 
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Teriyaki Express a great 
Chinese experience 


We broke the law, yet again. Who 
knew that some Chinese restaurants 
actually sell fortune cookies? We 
didn’t. 

We send our apologies to Teriyaki 
Express on Lima Road, from whom 
we are pretty sure we stole fortune 
cookies from, 
accidentally. 

When first 
arriving, we 
C0 Upadine at 
{igure ms Out 
which door to 
enter. Come to 
think of it, we 
never did 
figure that out. 

After we 
overcame the 
door situation, 
we came across a counter with a huge 
menu, offering many food choices 
between $4-$7. Then a man handed 
us an even larger menu, with sides 
and main meals for lunch and dinner. 

Jo opted for the sweet and sour 
chicken with pork-fried rice, while 
Amanda ordered the vegetable 
delight with veggie-fried rice. Most 
dinner entrees also come with crab 
rangoon and an egg roll. 

Jo still couldn’t believe that sweet 
and sour chicken is just chicken 
dipped in a sweet and sour sauce. 
How can it be sweet and sour at the 
same time? Anyway, she was 
absolutely in love with the crab 
rangoon, so much that she went back 
the next day to get more. 

The entrees were mediocre, but 
nothing spectacular. They would be 
adequate for a person on their lunch 
hour or for a student hungry after 
school, but a person looking for a 
special meal out should look 


Order Up 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


elsewhere. 

The service was adequate for a fast-food 
establishment. We didn’t expect them to 
wait on us hand-and-foot, so we weren’t 
disappointed. 

The main floor of the restaurant is raised 
up a step, with individual booths and 
mosaic-surface tables, and a wooden roof 
over the floor for ambience. The individual 
lamps at tables were stylish, but made us 
feel like we were in an interrogation room 
at times. 

We thought the ambience was fairly 
authentic until we realized they were 
playing ‘80s music. There’s nothing like 
memories of side-ponytails and mental 
images of M.C. Hammer pants to ruin a 
person’s appetite. 

The laid-back atmosphere was a nice 
touch. If you want to stay and eat, great. If 
not, it won’t break their hearts. 

Overall, the meal was pretty good for a 
casual, dine-in restaurant. We ended up 
having a fun time. Or should we say a 
chow-fun time? B 
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Teriyaki Express, a new restaurant on 
Lima Road, offers good Chinese cuisine 
to go at reasonable prices. 
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Top Ten 


Box office hits, March 


1. The Passion of 
the Christ 


2. 50 First Dates 
&. Twisted 


4. Confessions of a 
Teenage Drama 
Queen 


9. Dirty Dancing: 
Havana Nights 


6. Miracle 
Z. Eurotrip 


8. Welcome to 
Mooseport 


9. Barbershop 2 


10. Broken 
Lizard’s Club 
Dread 


-source: Nielsen EDI, as reported in 
Entertainment Weekly, March 2004 
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Educational 
power should 
stay in state and 


federal hands 
staff editorial 


Today, every state in the U.S. 
has the same federal education 
standards placed on them. But one 
current debate is whether or not 
all educational decisions should 
be left to states only with no fed- 
eral intervention at all. 

What’s Bruin? feels states 
should not have all the power. 

The majority of staff agreed 
that federal standards should be 
the same throughout the country. 
But, if sole power shifted to the 
states, then states could do what 
they wanted, good or bad, and 


there would be no accountability. 

Individuals also could be put 
at a disadvantage. For example, 
one person in Indiana may learn 


job skills and be fine if he stays in 


Indiana. But if that person moves 
to another state where standards 
are very different or much higher, 
there could be a problem. 

Some staff members in favor of 
states having sole power referred 
to standardized testing. Here, if a 
state wanted to, it could have its 
own laws requiring that schools 
test students only on their weak 
subjects, and not just English and 
math all the time. 

If power switches to states 
only, it could create more prob- 
lems with less accountability. The 
power should at both the state and 
federal levels. We must have uni- 
formity within our schools. 


Letter to 
the editor 


Northrop drivers 
cause frustration 


Driving is a privilege, not a right. 

Northrop drivers refuse to be cau- 
tious, causing others to run off the road 
or forcing them to swerve out of the 
way. People speed in the parking lot, 
rev up their engines, and get up to dan- 
gerous speeds. 

I am constantly hearing about 
people almost getting hit because of 
impatient drivers. 

Perhaps the legal age for driving 
should be raised. It’s sad when the 
most dangerous part of my morning is 
finding a parking spot at Northrop. 


-senior Paul Tanner 


New immigrant work plan has possibilities 


“I propose a new temporary worker 
program to match willing foreign 
workers with willing employers,” said 
President Bush in his recent state of the 
union address. 

Such a program could be beneficial 
for both illegal immigrants as well as 
our Own nation. 

A temporary worker program is de- 
signed to legalize illegal immigrants 
living and working in the U.S. for a 
period of time, with an incentive to 
someday return to their own country. 

Some politicians and U.S. citizens 
are debating that if Bush goes through 
with this new program, jobs will be- 
come even less available to American 
citizens. 

Not necessarily. Since the illegal 
immigrants are already working here, 
they aren’t really taking additional jobs 
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away from American citizens. 
Futhermore, under the temporary 
worker program, em- 
ployers would have 
to show proof they 
first tried to find an 
American citizen to 
work. But, after two 
weeks, if a position is 
still open, a business 
will be allowed to 
hire an immigrant, if 
the immigrant is en- 
rolled in the program. 
If these immi- 
grants are already 
here though, they 
shouldn’t be treated unjustly. To help in 
this matter, the temporary work program 
will give immigrants the same work ben- 
efits like that of an American citizen. 


Intuition 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


Most immigrants are coming to 
America to possibly escape their own 
country’s poverty or war. America is 
their safe haven, but a safe haven isn’t 
really safe if they are working under 
poor conditions. 

I don’t mean that all people who 
cross our borders should be considered 
a citizen of America, but I do think this 
temporary worker program could ben- 
efit our economy as well as individual 
immigrants. 

We will fill positions that Ameri- 
cans aren’t taking, and at the same 
time, we will be making better relations 
with our southern border. 

Now the question is, will this new 
plan be thought over more carefully, 
or will we send immigrants home again 
empty-handed with a bitter view of 
America? Only time will tell. 
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Gay marriage 
should not be 


outlawed 
shelby vorndran 


He saw the one he was soon to marry 
walk toward him down the aisle. 

Marrying the love of your life should 
not be against the law. But if it’s a ho- 
mosexual couple getting married, it 1s. 

Lately, in San Francisco, same-sex 
couples have been getting their marriage 
licenses. Former talk show host Rosie 
O’ Donnell and her partner Kelli Carpen- 
ter were among these couples. 

San Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom 
defied state law in response to President 
Bush’s state of the union address, where 
Bush spoke against gay marriage. 

“T have constantly stated that I'll sup- 
port the law to protect marriage between 
aman and a woman,” said Bush. 

Bush should not use his power to en- 
force his beliefs on America, a country 
that is supposed to celebrate diversity. 

If two people love each other enough 
to commit to marriage, they shouldn’t 
be stopped by the law. 

A big argument against gay marriage 
comes from the religious philosophy that 
to be gay is a sin. 

If in America, people are allowed to 
practice whatever religion they want, we 
shouldn’t use the belief of one religion 
to govern all people. Keep in mind that 
not all religions are against homosexual 
marriage. In fact, many sects of Bud- 
dhism celebrate gay relationships. 

A compromise in this controversy 
could be civil unions. For example, Ver- 
mont offers civil union licenses to same- 
sex couples, allowing the same benefits 
as for married heterosexual couples. 
Laws that pertain to “family” or “next 
of kin” also apply to spouses of civil 
unions. This is a good solution. 

America is a country based on free- 
dom and fairness. Sexual orientation 
shouldn’t be an issue when considering 
these laws. 


What do 
YOU 
THINK 


Should schools 
allow girls to play 
rough, male- 
dominated sports? 


Ina 
co-ed 
soccer 
game, | 
was afraid 
of being aggressive. 


| didn't mind playing 
against girls, but yet 
| was afraid to. 


-senior Kyle Finn 


Women 

should 

have the 

right 

because 
men and women 
need to be treated 
equally. 


-sophomore Breanna 
Elkins 


Girls are 
not 
physically 
able. The 
physical 
stature is com- 
pletely different. 


—athletic director Mike 
McMillan 


IF women 
can play 
on the 
same 
level of 
men, then they 
should be able to 
Play rough sports. 


junior Tyler Gardiner 


It should 

be 

optional 

for girls 

because 
a the difference in 
physical structure 
between men and 
women. 


-fresnman Kristen Graf 
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Yes 


sandy dunwoody 


Cassandra planned to stay a virgin 
until her wedding night. 

Her plans were crushed when a guy 
that she knew slipped a date-rape pill 
into her drink and raped her. She took 
the morning-after pill to prevent preg- 
nancy. 

The makers of Plan B, anew morn- 
ing-after pill, have recently petitioned to the FDA to have 
their product sold over the counter. Other countries al- 
ready sell it without a prescription, and five U.S. states 
(Hawaii, New Mexico, Washington, California, and 
Alaska) now allow women to buy the pill directly from 
certain pharmacists, also without a prescription. 

People often mistake Plan B as an abortion pill. This 
is not true, as Plan B simply halts ovulation or stops a 
fertilized egg from implanting in the uterus. It has no ef- 
fect on a woman that is already pregnant. 

It’s no big shock that teens have sex. Even though there 
may be a few girls that choose to use the pill as an 
excuse to not use protection, the benefits 
far outweigh this fear. 

According to medical experts, 
Plan B halts ovulation, reducing the 
risk of pregnancy by 89 percent. 
The FDA, in addition, assures ev- 
eryone that it’s very safe to use. 

Opponents of this believe 
that if it is a true emergency, a 
woman can go and get a pre- 
scription from a doctor. The 
pill is suggested by experts to 
be taken in the first 24 
hours but can be taken 
within 72 hours of un- ~~» 
protected sex. The } 
sooner you take the Af 
morning-after pill, the Se NG Fone 
more effective it is. Get- 
ting a prescription wastes precious time. 

One concern of the pill being sold over the counter is 
that women will not know how to use the pill without a 
doctor’s instruction. This is a valid fear, but it’s the same 
with many other over the counter products. Medication 
like cold medicine or aspirin can also be misused. 

Women should have every right to use emergency con- 
traception without a prescription from a doctor. 


Should the 
morning- 
after pill 
besoldover fy.) .. 
the counter? 


No 


dave mann 


Jimmy dated Sally. His condom 
worked no more. She fixed their little 
problem with a pill bought from the 


emergency contraception over the 

counter, including the pill Plan B, is 

about to be made by the federal Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA). 

This is just a new angle in the abortion-birth control de- 
bate, so of course the outcome will be very controversial. 

While it works for up to 120 hours after intercourse, 
medical experts report that it works best when taken within 

72 hours. During this time, it reduces the risk of pregnancy 

from 75 percent to 89 percent. 

Sorry, but emergency contraception 
should not be sold over the counter, 
because it will make unprotected 
sex almost completely risk-free. 

While this might not seem like a 

bad thing, there should be account- 
ability for actions. The morning-af- 
ter pill makes any kind of promiscu- 
ous activity not only okay, but 
widely available. It’s like telling kids 
it’s okay to go and mate like rabbits. 
Of course there are cases where 
emergency contraception is needed. 
That’s why it should be available— 
by prescription only. Doctors realize 
that emergencies happen and then pre- 
scriptions for this drug are available. 

, A major argument many use in fa- 

he vor of emergency contraception 

is rape victims. These victims 

, only make up one-tenth of a 

Y percent of cases. 

1 So for the remaining 99.9 percent of 

the people that want to use the pill for 

“other” reasons, they'll just have to find one of the several 

other ways to keep from getting pregnant. 

This pill should be taken, just not sold over the counter. 
While it’s right in some cases, most uses will be for irre- 
sponsible reasons. 

There are plenty of other birth control methods already. 

If you’re determined to do it, you'll do it anyway. 

Maybe that’s really the problem. 
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$25 Student Discount! 
: mm ne || Naked Clay Cafe 2 


Headquarters parr 


Coffee House 


** Dresent this ad ** 
The LARGEST 


Selection... Period! $1.00 OFF any Grande Sized (2002) 
NO Catalogs Menu Drink 


NO Second Choices 
The BEST Designers expires 4/20/04. Not valid with any other offer. 


Louie’s ALWAYS has 
The BEST FITTING 
Tuxedo’s... Guaranteed We're making friends one cup ata time! 


The highest quality 
tuxes and the 
BEST PRICES! 


ve tony, 939.95* visitour "5995 N. Clinton, Washington Square 
Jefferson Pointe Wal Mart Pottery Studio 
Shopping Center Plea 482-2332 
FORT WAYNE MARION 
(260) 434-0028 (765) 664-3888 
$39.95 after student discount. Includes coat, pant, shirt, bow tie, cummerbund, jewelry and Mon-Thu 6:30am-10pm, Fri 6:30 - 11pm, Sat Tam-11pm, Sun 8am-6pm 


suspenders. Does not include damage waiver and sales tax. 


nakedclaycafe.com 


#1 STOP FOR SPRING BREAK FUN 


LASER TAG ARCADE 


-9,000 square feet arena- ERAN IRIIE 2 
-30 packs- -Dance Dance Revolution- 


-2 levels- [retro 5th mix] 
ssa -Sega Water Ski- 
-Dynamo Air Hockey- 
-Stars Wars Trilogy- 


PLAY THE FUTURE 


South of Glenbrook 
Next to Target 


Spring Break Special! Fort Wayne, IN 


484-1350 
www.lazerxfw.com 


Bring this coupon in 
April 5-9, 2004 
And Get 1 FREE Game 
When a regular game is purchased ; 
ie Sy i coupons available 


online 
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The LARGEST 
Selection... Period! 


NO Catalogs 
NO Second Choices 
The BEST Designers 


Louie’s ALWAYS has 
The BEST FITTING 
Tuxedo’s... Guaranteed 


The highest quality 
tuxes and the 
BEST PRICES! 


And it all starts 
At only $39.95* 
Jefferson Pointe Wal Mart 
Shopping Center Plaza 
FORT WAYNE MARION 
(260) 434-0028 (765) 664-3888 


*$39.95 after student discount. Includes coat, pant, shirt, bow tie, cummerbund, jewelry and 


suspenders. Does not include damage waiver and sales tax. 
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Jacquay 


educator of 


the year 


Northrop art teacher 
given honor by ISTA 
and Horace Mann 


rachelle reichert 


In Room H110 there is a man who 
loves to teach. And he’s just been named 
the 2004 Hoosier Educator of the Year. 

Art teacher Al Jacquay was recently 
given the honor by the Indiana State 
Teachers Association (ISTA) and the 
Horace Mann Company, who sponsors 
the annual award. 

“Tt’s areal honor to be awarded,” said 
Jacquay on getting the award. 


Fle brings in al 


tiffany stufflebeam 


Jacquay has been teaching for nearly 
35 years. He began teaching at the Uni- 
versity of Saint Francis. He’s been in 
FWCS for 28 years and a Northrop 
teacher for 18 years. 

“T give 120 percent for what I do 
here—for my program and my kids,” 
said Jacquay. 

Teaching and art are what Jacquay 
loves to do. 

“He is a working artist himself, so 
not only does he show other artists’ work 


the elements 


of a good teacher. 


-sophomore Andrea Case 


What’s Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 


amanda ostoich 


tim bradburn 


msc a. 
recently named/ Educator of the 
Year by thé” Indiana State 


Teachers Association and 
Horace Mann company. 


in class, but he shows students examples 
of his own work,” said co-art department 
head Annette Leeuw. 

Jacquay often will do a piece of art- 
work to show as an example for his stu- 
dents. 

To receive the award, Jacquay was 
nominated by Steve Brace, president of 
the Fort Wayne Education Association 
(FWEA). Each school district has the 
chance to nominate one teacher. Jacquay 
was the nominee for Fort Wayne Com- 
munity Schools. 

Jacquay will be presented with his 
award at the annual spring ISTA meet- 
ing which is held at Northview Middle 
School in Indianapolis on April 24. 


-see Jacquay/next page 


jo minnich 


Editorial views reflected are solely editor-in-chief sandy dunwoody chief photographer 
the opinions of said writers. jo minnich sarah leavell sam goldsberry 
Letters to the editor MUST include names and class. This news editor stephanie phillips tiffany stufflebeam 
includes letters wishing to be kyle ellis santanna ramsey aaron thomas 
published anonymously. insight editor telysha richardson photo team 
Submit all letters to Room D111. dave mann shelby vorndran tim bradburn 


Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 
for length and appropriateness. 


sports editor 
rachelle reichert 


reporters 
stephanie phillips 


stephanie phillips 
ad managers 


What's Bruin? will not publish any material containing premiere editor shelby vorndran pete baney 
malicious, personal attacks. alicia wireman staff artists adviser 
What's Bruin? is printed monthly by forum editor barb ahlersmeyer 
Fort Wayne Printing. ariel case principal 


-cover photos of seniors sarah mazalouskas and cover editor 


brittain smyser by aaron thomas 
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Jacquay/from page 3 


Jacquay was noticed for his ac- 
tive participation in the Fort Wayne 
community, his involvement with 
Northrop, and his affiliation with the 
teachers union (Jacquay is the vice- 
president of the local chapter of the 
teachers union). 

“He’s a good role model,” said 
sophomore Andrea Case, who takes 
art 3&4 with Jacquay. 

Jacquay especially stood out to 
the ISTA for his connection with his 
students. 

“He really cares about his stu- 
dents and what they’re doing,” said 
junior Pam Miles, who took 2-D art 
and mixed media class with him. 


dont just 
teach art 
and snut 
my door. 


-art teacher Al Jacquay 


Case added, “He interacts with 
(his students) on a personal level as 
well. It’s not just with art.” 

Jacquay assists many other de- 
partments and people aside from the 
art program. He has helped make 
things for the drama department, and 
in many cases, has helped students 
get through rough times at home. 

“T don’t just teach art and shut my 
door,” said Jacquay. 

Leeuw agrees with his consis- 
tency as a teacher and as a mentor to 
students. 

“He’s a life-long learner. He’s al- 
ways learning new things to take to 
his classroom,” she said. 


Edline is a new program 
at Northrop designed for 
students to check grades 
and assignments online. 


A new online program at Northrop called 
Edline will now allow students and their par- 
ents to keep up and allow them to check 
grades, homework, and attendance. 

“This program will greatly improve on the 
communication level between teachers and 
students,” said assistant principal Cheryl 
Strader. 

Before people will be able to use this sys- 
tem, an activation code is given from the main 
office. Then follow the instructions on 
edline.net. 

“T would use 
it because if ’'m 
absent I could 
find out what 
needed to be 
done without 
calling the 
school,” said 
junior Lydia Bultemeyer. 

Teachers will be able to put any class info 
they want on their individual website. 

Some teachers have weekly assignments 
put in so if students wanted to work ahead, 
they could. 


This program 


This program is 
supposed to make 
Students and 
teachers more aware 
of their grades. 


-Tom Sims of RWCS 
technology department 


e-grades 


Northrop is set to fully implement 
Edline, an online grading service, 
for next school year 


santanna ramsey 


While, this program is easier for 
students to see their grades and find 
out what is needed for classes, many 
are still skeptical. 

“T wouldn’t use it, people could 
get my password and look at my 
grades,” said sophomore Tracy 
McClellan. 

So far, Northrop is the only FWCS 
school taking advantage of this pro- 
gram. Here at Northrop, it’s an op- 
portunity for all teachers. 


will greatly improve 


the communication level 
between teachers and students. 
-assistant principal Cheryl Strader 


“When this program came out I 
was excited. I jumped right on it,” 
said science teacher Greg Pressley, 
whose page is set up to show students 
everything from worksheets to labs 
they miss. 

“This program is supposed to 
make students and teachers more 
aware of their grades and let the 
teachers feel more connected to the 
students,” said Tom Sims, of the 
FWCS technology department. 

There are other schools in differ- 
ent cities using this program, but the 
goal is to have all schools on this pro- 
gram. 

“This program is to be imple- 
mented in all schools so that parents 
can know exactly what their children 
are doing,” said Sims. 
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Ping-pong 
holds rematch 


The ping-pong club will hold a 
rematch between boys’ track coach Bob 
Shank and club sponsor Judy Delamarter 
April 21 in the auxillary gym. 

After the match, there will be an ex- 
hibition match with Dirk Peterson and 
Tom Dannensfelser, professional play- 
ers from the Fort Wayne Tennis Table 
Club. 

“They will show the ping-pong club 
the real way to play ping-pong,” said 
Delamarter. 

Admission is $1. Proceeds will go 
to the ping-pong club and boys’ track. 


Drama awaits 
festival results 


The drama department submitted a 
movie to the Windsong Film Festival. 
The winner will be announced May 15 
at IPFW. Professional independent di- 
rectors judge this international event. 

Advanced Drama: 2 is producing a 
children’s play called, “The trial of 
Goldilocks,” which is about Goldilocks 
being put on trial for breaking and en- 
tering. The play will be 45 minutes long. 


GATE hopes to 
repeat first place 


The Bruin GATE (Growth in Agri- 
culture Through Education) club is 
working on projects for an agriculture 
contest in late May. They will compete 
against other schools and clubs. 

“We placed first last year and we 
hope to do it again this year,” said club 
sponsor Dan Nolan. 

The club’s projects include explora- 
tion on pets, agriculture and other de- 
sign elements. 


Bruins qualify 
three nationally; 
eight place at state 


On March 13, the Bruin speakers 
qualified three members for the Foren- 
sic League National Tournament being 
held in Salt Lake City. 

Senior Amanda Ostoich qualified in 
domestic extemporaneous, seniors 
Alysen Wade and Jerome Davis double 
qualified; however, will only participate 
in duo interpretation. 

In state competition, the Bruins were 
runner-up in their division. Leading the 
team was senior Bryce Wolf, the state 
champion in radio broadcasting. Senior 
Amanda Yandell was runner-up in the 
same event. 

Also placing at the state meet was 
senior Amanda Ostoich who placed third 
in impromptu. Seniors Jerome Davis and 
Alysen Wade placed third in memorized 
duo interpretation. Senior Brian Brenn 
placed fourth in international extempo- 
raneous. Senior Jo Minnich was fifth in 
discussion, and junior Sam Herber was 
fifth in humorous interpretation. 


SADD promotes 
prom safety 


SADD (students against drunk driv- 
ing) will be having their annual alcohol 
awareness week May 10-14, the week 
before prom. During 
the week, there will 
be a mock crash, 
three assemblies, and 
various public speak- 
ime 

SADD is also try- 
ing to create a public 
service announce- 
ment on TV to dis- 
courage partying af- 
ter prom. 


Member FID 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM Mon-Sat 


COTTAGE FLOWERS, INC. 


Cut Flowers and Plants 
Silk and Dry Arrangements 


Downtown at 236 East Wayne Street * Ph. 426-3405 Fax: 422-8177 


Music department 
prepares for spring 
performances 


Marching band and colorguard are 
starting their recruiting process. Audi- 
tions will be held in late April. 

The ISMAA contest for the concert 
bands will take place on April 24 at Penn 
High School. 

Orchestra is preparing for the musi- 
cal, Mame, which takes place April 30 
and May | from 7-10 p.m. Sophomore 
Kendall Isadore will be playing a violin 
solo during the performance. 


Student council plans 
for Spring Fever Week 


Student council will be having a 
Spring Fever Week April 19-23. On 
April 26, an assembly will be held 
where recognition will be given to the 
top 10 students in each class and Ster- 
ling Sentinel nominees. 

On April 23, a coffee house will be 
held with smoothies and iced coffee 
drinks for sale. 

Student council officers for the 
2004-05 year have also been chosen: 
junior Archana Narang, president; jun- 
ior Becca Amick, vice president; fresh- 
man Bhavika Patel, secretary; and fresh- 
man Nick Colone, treasurer. 


Gift Items 
City Wide Delivery 
Try Our New Deli 


ariel case 


Away from all of the everyday city 
noise is a 20 acre farm that sophomore 
Jessica Pontius and her freshman 
brother Jared call home. 

“Living here is quiet and peaceful. 
We get to see wild animals all the time,” 
said Jessica. 

The smell of a fresh skunk spray in- 
dicated that the wild ani- 
mals were out not too 
long ago. 

“We don’t have all of 
the noisy roads around 
us,” said Jessica. The 
only thing on the farm 
making noise is the baby 
goats running around. 

Aside from there be- 
ing less noise, a farm 
lifestyle is also very dif- 
ferent from living in the 
city. 

“We have to wake up 
earlier to take care of the 
animals,” said Jared. 

The Pontiuses are up 
at around 5:30 a.m. and 
have their chores done 
before most children liv- 
ing in the city are up to 
catch the bus. 

“On a farm you never 
get bored and there is always something 
to do,” said Jessica. 

They have had the opportunity to 
gain more responsibilities and develop 
patience after living on their farm for 
several years. 

Waking up early to take care of their 
animals, is one of their biggest respon- 
sibilities of living on a farm. 

Their farm includes two breeds of 
goats (Boer and Dairy), dogs and cats. 

Jessica takes about 30 to 45 minutes 
with the goats every morning to do vari- 
ous chores including feeding and get- 


6 


Down on the farm 


Sophomore Jessica Pontius and her freshman 
brother Jared experience country living and a 


city education 


ting them fresh water. 

The goats also have to get shots, be 
milked, shaved, have their pens cleaned 
out, and have their hooves trimmed fre- 
quently. 


“Once a week I clean out their pens. 
It’s not fun, but it has to get done,” said 
Jessica. 

On their land, they have a fenced in 
area with two little red barns, one is 
called a birthing house. 

“My female goat and her four week 
old twin babies live in here,” said Jes- 
sica. 

The smell of goats filled the air in 
the barn with hay layered on the floor. 
Also, they have another area behind their 
house for the other adult goats. 

Living on the farm has given the 


Pontiuses a different childhood com- 
pared to most children living in the city. 
“When we were little, we would ride 
around on our goats,” said Jared. 
Most city children have never seen 
animals such as these ever before. 


The Pontiuses have also been in- 
volved in 4-H events for several years 
now. 

“Some of our goats have won awards 
for being the grand champion of the 
breed and for best female. They have 
also won showmanship awards,” said 
Jessica. 

When he has some free time on the 
farm, Jared enjoys playing paintball. 

Even though there are some disad- 
vantages of living on a farm, both Jes- 
sica and Jared want to live on a farm 
when they are older. 
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sarah leavell 
shelby vorndran 


A student wakes up in the morning, 
rushing to get ready for school. Time is 
precious during days like these. 

Senior Sarah Mazalouskas’ morning 
routine consists of her taking a shower, 
doing her hair, makeup, and eating 
breakfast. She gets all this done in about 
30-45 minutes. 

In the midst of Sarah’s morning rou- 
tine, choosing the right outfit is a high 
priority. 

Her closet is full of clothes in her neat 
and well-arranged room. 

“It’s a confident feeling to look good. 
I probably go shopping once a week,” 
said Mazalouskas. 

While searching for perfect outfits, 
Mazalouskas shops at Wet Seal, Guess, 
Charlotte Russe, and Hollister because 
these styles are up to date and new. 


all 


For most girls, not only is dress im- 
portant but makeup is also. 

All of the products she needs can be 
found in her beautiful bathroom with 
flowers hanging at the entrance in her 
bedroom. 

“T wear lip gloss, mascara, powder, 
blush, and sometimes eyeshadow,” said 
Mazalouskas. 

Makeup is used more than just look- 
ing good. 

“It’s not that important. Make-up 
shows personality by the colors that 
you're wearing,” said Mazalouskas. 

Other than makeup and clothes, shoes 
also express a person and help them look 
good. 

Mazalouskas said, “Shoes are kind of 
like accessories. The outfits look better 
with cool shoes to go with them.” 


With trends and expectations constantly changing, do 
teens feel pressured to look good no matter what? 


E 
stereotype 
Deople by 
one trait. 


-senior Nizar Taki, on how 
looks seems to affect 
everything 


a 


Some people find it more important to look good 
than others. 

“We’re too focused on being superficial,” said jun- 
ior Buffy Esslinger on teens obsessing over their looks. 

Looks can be a major factor and a minor factor in 
the way teens are represented. 

Senior Nate Weitzel admits to only spending around 
five minutes getting ready. 

“It’s okay to spend some time getting ready, as long 
as it doesn’t take time away from more important 
things,” said senior Nizar Taki. 

According to several Bruins, clothes tell a lot about 
a person, and they are usually the most important thing 
that stereotypes are determined by. 

“People who wear certain clothes fit into certain 
groups. However you’re dressed, you’ re stereotyped,” 
said Weitzel. 

Clothing affects the way people feel about them- 
selves. 

According to senior Laura Plott, as long as you 
dress and look comfortable to you, it shouldn’t matter 
to other people. 

Once a person is stereotyped, it’s hard to change 
the way people see you. This can affect the way teens 
feel about themselves. 

“Students who take their looks too seriously end 
up feeling bad about themselves,” said freshman Nick 
Smith. 

The only way teens believe they can change ste- 
reotypes is by getting to know one another. 

“People don’t take the time to find out who you 
are,” said junior Sam Durnell. 

Labels that are typically given to people, like nerd, 
prep, punk, and jock, are usually based one one qual- 
ity. 

“We stereotype by one trait. You just have to be a 
well-rounded person,” said Taki. 

Most of our perceptions on looks come from the 
media, and they start at an early age. 

This is unrealistic and also unhealthy. 

“Supermodels in advertisements are a good example 
of how the media focuses on looks,” said freshman 
Megan Orendorff. 

Television seems to be paying more and more at- 
tention to the way people look. 

MTV’s new series, I Want a Famous Face is a show 
about real people who go great lengths to change their 
appearance. 

The way teens look expresses a lot about them. The 
message sent by outward appearance is the basis for 
most stereotypes, while some people fail to look be- 
yond outwatd appearance, some also recognize that 
there is more depth to a person than looks alone. 


Senior Kimo Ing-Bumanglag works 
on his appearance starting with a 
daily routine, which usually includes 
ls For many Bruin males, 

.a clean-cut appearan 
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People don't take the 
time to find out who 


YOU are. -junior Sam Durnell 
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St Sto. ry 


amanda ostoich 


Not showering, wearing makeup, and 
brushing my teeth only three times 
didn’t seem that difficult to me. I thought 
it would be fun; like extreme camping. 
Only, I forgot that during camping, ev- 
eryone else smells too. 

This was the worst and most enlight- 
ening week of my life all in one. 

Day one: Monday morning, I was 
ready for reactions. But the reactions I 
wanted were nowhere to be found. 

People probably noticed that I wasn’t 
wearing makeup; they just didn’t care. 

Day two: By Tuesday, I had sunk into 
a deep depression that only chocolate 
could cure. But I then realized that it 
would have only made my teeth even 
nastier. Some people who usually say 
hello didn’t even look at me. Being dirty 
just makes me irritable. 

Day three: By Wednesday, I was 
ready to cover my mirror up just so I 
didn’t have to look at myself. 

At about 5 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
stink suddenly kicked in with tremen- 
dous force, and it became worse and 
worse since I danced every day. 

Day four: Surprisingly, no one at all 
directly mentioned my nastiness. But, a 
few people asked me if I was tired. One 
teacher hinted that senioritis must have 
been kicking in. 

Day five: On Friday, I rushed to the 
shower. It was unbelievable. I never 
knew showers could be so enjoyable. 


In a looks-oriented 
society, how much 
do people pay 
attention to hygiene? 


I was surprised I didn’t get more re- 
actions from people, which was reveal- 
ing in its own way. 

My mom never said a word. When I 
told her that weekend, she said she 
thought I was just having a bad week. 
More than you'll ever know, Mom. 


What they did 


for five days 


@® One shower (Mon.) 
@ Two hairbrushings 
@ Three toothbrushings 
(Mon., Wed., Fri.) 
No scented lotions 
No perfume 

No makeup 

No gel/hairspray 
No shaving 

No mouthwash 

No deodorant 


dave mann 


For a whole week, I did not shower. 

Not only did I not shower, I didn’t 
get to shave, use deodorant, hair gel, co- 
logne, or anything to improve smell. I 
only got to brush my teeth on Wednes- 
day and Friday. 

Day one: I got a shower that morn- 
ing, so there was no difference. 

Day two: It started off wonderfully 
when my mom asked me why I didn’t 
smell... fresh, as she so aptly worded it. 


lwas disappointed throughout the 
week because | just felt dirty. 


-senior Dave Mann 


My breath wasn’t exactly pleasant e1- 
ther. It didn’t seem like anyone else no- 
ticed (or cared) throughout the day. 

Day three: People started to notice 
that my hair looked like it lost the battle 
with the weed-whacker. I didn’t smell 
nearly as bad as I thought I would, 
though. Since I got to brush my teeth (a 
privilege I hope all students take full 
advantage of), I felt much better than I 
did Tuesday. 

Day four: This was by far the worst 
day. By now, my hair was greasier than 
McDonald’s fries. I hated not being able 
to shave. Even though I didn’t totally 
reek, I had a grotesque feeling all day. 

Day five: That morning I started to 
sweat, and it was like letting out a tidal 
wave. My body odor was unleashed. 
Even though no one said anything, I did 
see a few heads turn as I sat down. 

I did this assignment to see if people 
cared about appearance as much as I 
thought they did. It didn’t seem like 
anyone cared. I learned that we should 
keep good hygiene for ourselves as 
much as for others. 


We judge 
Ourselves 
more 
harshly 
than 
anyone 
else does. 


-senior Amanda Ostoich 
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Neumann uneven bars state salute) first for Northrop 


alicia wireman 


The goal of every athlete is to 
be a champion. Junior gymnast Brianna 
Neumann did just that. She won the state 
title in individual competition on the 
uneven bars. Neumann is the only Bruin 
to ever win any kind of state competi- 
tion in gymnastics. 


Explain your feelings as you went 
through the state competition. 

I wasn’t really excited because my team 
wasn’t there. I would have rather been 
there with my team. Before I would step 


| was happy and excited because 


| was representing the 
junior Brianna Neumann 


out to perform my routine, I was ner- 
vous. My routine and the reassurance to 
stay calm were the only things going 
through my mind. I just pictured that I 
was at practice. But then when the 
judges saluted me, the nervousness came 
back. 


Explain how you felt when you won. 
I was happy and excited because I was 
representing the team. 


What were your expectations going into 
state? 

I didn’t think I was going to win. All I 
knew was that it was my last meet of 
the season and I just wanted to do my 
best. I wanted to have fun. 


How has this experience strengthened 


you as a gymnast? 
I know now that if I do my best and try 


My routine and the reassurance to stay calm 


hard, I can expect 
good results. 


How has this ex- 
perience strength- 
ened you as a per- 
son? 

I am _ working 
harder. I also have 
the mindset that if 
I know I can 
achieve it, I will. 


team: 


How has this ex- 
perience im- 
proved you as a 
leader? 

I encourage others 
to work hard. I 
provide the moti- 
vation needed to 
succeed. 


How does it feel to 
be state cham- 
pion? 

It’s an exciting 
feeling. There is really no pressure for 
next year. I will just do my best. 


What did you do to emerge as a team 
leader? 

I feel that I motivated the team to work 
hard and to succeed. 


_A view from the top: 
Junior gymnast 
Brianna Neumann 
won the ‘State title for 
individual competition 


on the uneven bars. 
Neumann was 

_ Northrop’s first-ever 
gymnastics state 


kind. 


What are your goals for next season? 

I would really like to see a state banner 
hanging in the gym. That means the team 
will be top three in the state, but first 
place in the state would be nice. It is 
possible if we work hard. I would also 
like everybody to be healthy with no 
injuries. 


were the only things 


going through my mind. | just pictured that | was at practice. 


-junior Brianna Neumann 
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Steroids are ruining baseball 


Giant Barry Bonds, New York Yankee 
Jason Giambi, and Chicago Cub Sammy 
Sosa are being called into ques- 
tion as to whether or not they 
used steroids. 

The issue really took off 
when former MVP Ken 
Caminiti came out and admit- 
ted that he used steroids, and 
claimed that over half of pro- 
fessional baseball players use 
some kind of steroids. He also 
claimed that even more players 
use some kind of muscle-en- 
hancing supplements, such as 
Creatine. 

Supplement providers for 
Bonds and Giambi are now on 
trial for illegally sending THG, 
a steroid almost impossible to detect, to 

clients. 


There seems to be a simple so- 


What you don’t know can’t hurt you. 
Unfortunately for Major League Base- 
ball, it’s a little too late. We 
already know. 

Baseball’s dark little se- 
cret is now one of the big- 
gest topics in all of sports 
today. 

With homeruns being 
smashed in greater numbers 
than ever before, many feel 
it’s time for the game’s stars 
to start explaining to the rest 
of the world the real reason 
for the surge in homeruns. 

The alleged reason is ste- 
roids. 

Steroids are amino acids 
from animals that increase 
hormone growth, creating bigger 
muscles in a shorter amount of time. 
Someone with an average build 
can take steroids, and in a short 
amount of time look like the 


Prime 
Time 


Dave Mann 


lution to the steroid problem in 
baseball... random drug test- 


incredible hulk. ing. However, the baseball 
Some of the players’ union has not 
biggest names consented to random 
in baseball are > testing yet, and 
the ones re- doesn’t look like it 
cently be- will anytime 
ing accused soon. 
of using With the 
Steroids. yy) \ integrity of 
People like the sports at 
San Fran- dX a hand, it’s 


time for the 
players to 
give in 


cisco 


My 


Top 5 


Top 5 drug scandals in 
American sports 


1. The U.S. Track & Field 
coverups, involving 19 medalists 
from 1988-2000. 


2. Baseball homerun records, 1998- 
present. 


3. San Francisco drug supplement 
company goes to jail for dealing the 
steroid THG (tetrahydrogestrinone) 
to athletes, 2004. 


4. Oakland Raiders football star 
Lyle Alzado dies of cancer from 
steroid use, 1992. 


5. Former baseball MVP Ken 
Caminiti admits that he used steroids 
during his MVP season in 1996. 


and start allowing testing. Over the last 
seven seasons, fans have seen some 
homerun feats that are borderline ridicu- 
lous. 

The issue has even gone as far as the 
federal government, with U.S. Congress 
stepping in, and saying it’s time for test- 
ing. 

The NFL, NBA, and Olympic sports 
have random drug testing and strict pun- 
ishments for violations. Major League 
Baseball does not. It is not a big issue in 
other sports. 

It seems like the only reason the play- 
ers are avoiding this is because they can. 
Many are choosing to throw away their 
future health for a chance to get the huge 
contract now. 

Baseball will always be America’s 
past time inthe hearts of many fans, but 
now it’s up to players to clean up the 
game we love so much. 
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Bojrab named new football coach 


dave mann 


Ernie Bojrab knows 
football. Bojrab, the body- 
building instructor and 
head of the physical edu- 
cation department, has re- 
cently been named the new 
head football coach for 
Northrop. 

“I was very excited 
when I heard the news. 
This is something I’ve 
wanted for a long time,” 
said Bojrab. 

He replaces Matt 
Stinson, former head 
coach and social studies 
teacher. Once Stinson re- 
signed, it didn’t take long 
to fill the position. 

Bojrab has been a 
teacher at Northrop for 25 
years. He also was an as- 
sistant coach at Northrop 
for 15 years, from 1979 through 1994. 

“T stopped coaching in 1994 because 
our coaching staff was changing, and I 
wanted to spend more time with my fam- 
ily,” said Bojrab. 

In 1998, when the position was again 
available, Bojrab applied. The position 
went to Stinson, who was coming off a 
successful season as an interim coach. 

With Bojrab now filling the shoes of 
head coach, he is starting to plan the 
upcoming season and set goals. 

“T don’t want this to be a transition 
year. I don’t want to waste next year’s 
seniors. I want to build on coach 
Stinson’s team. I think we can be legiti- 
mate contenders,” said Bojrab. 

As of now, the plan is to institute a 
run-first offense, while still not neglect- 
ing the pass. The offense will be run out 
of a Pro I-set formation. Bojrab will act 
as offensive-coordinator along with be- 
ing head coach. 

“Our system will change according 
to the talent we have in a particular year. 
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weightroom. ~ 


If we have a good running back and a 
big offensive-line, we'll run a lot. If we 
have a good quarterback and good re- 
ceivers, we'll throw more,” said Bojrab. 

The defense will use a combination 
of different formations. 

Bojrab wants to emphasis basic fun- 
damentals. He has worked with most of 
the football players in the weight room 
during class. 

“T’ve always believed the classroom 
relationship is the same on the field. 
There has to be mutual respect, trust, and 
confidence,” said Bojrab. 


Girls’ track looks to 
rebound after first meet 


The girls’ track team lost a hard first 
meet to Homestead, leaving then with a 
record so far of 0-1. 

“We need to work harder and have 
some team chemistry,” said head girls’ 
track coach Tom Knudson. 

While the team might have lost their 
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first meet, they are still practice eyery- 
day for 2-3 hours to improve. 

At the end of the season, the team’ S 
goal is to win state. Junior sprinter 
Shauntel Elcock has her own goal. | 

“T want to get a state record this year 
or at least get close to a record,” said 
Elcock. y 

The team’s next meet will be held at 
Wayne High School on April 21. 


Boys’ track ranked first in 
the state, looking for title 


The boys’ track and field team is 
ranked number one in the state. They 
have been practicing a lot to keep P| 
rankings high. 

“We are off to a good start with our 
new athletes, and we have a strong se= 
nior class returning,” said head coach 
Bob Shank. 

On March 24, the team traveled to 
North Central and finished with a tie of 
65 points. It also traveled to Dwenger 
on March 31 and had a successful meet 
against Harding and Dwenger. aa 

The Bruins next meet will be the 
Goshen relays on April 24. 


Baseball undefeated . 
through first five games 


The baseball team has had a hot start 
to their season. 

“They are showing a lot of cha 
and they are very confident in their abili- 
ties,” said head baseball coach Sean 
Bruening. 

The team’s first games were double 
headers against Richmond. It won 85 
and 7-5. 

It also won their second game agains 
Marion 17-4. 

The third game was also a dowble 
header against East Noble. It won 5-4 
and 4-2. 

These wins bring the team’s record 
to 5-0. 

“The coaches are\yvery proud of the 
team,’ Bruening said of the baseball 
team, who is now'ranked 10" in state. 
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Chop’s serves perfection for pre-prom dinner 


Amanda yelled, “Chop’s!” Jo 
thought she said 
“shops,” so kept 
driving. 
Needless to 

say, we missed 
the entrance to 
Chop’s, an up- 
scale restaurant 
about a mile past 
Jefferson Pointe 
mall on Jefferson 
Boulevard. 

Luckily for us, 
we found it with the help from a few 
crazy driving maneuvers from Jo. 

Chop’s, though not publicized much, 
proved to be quite a find for a small res- 
taurant wedged in a strip of small stores. 
It also seemed to be a perfect restaurant 
for prom night. 

Walking in, the first thing we noticed 
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was the completely open kitchen (appar- 
ently a new trend in dining). 

We were nestled in a cozy front cor- 
ner of the restaurant at a small table with 
a candle lamp and a complete place set- 
ting. 

We were immediately greeted by 
Lindz, our waitress. We mention her 
name because she was, no question 
about it, the best waitress we ever had. 
We were absolutely blown away by the 
waiting staff. Each had many tables, but 
somehow managed to care for each table 
the perfect amount. 

While most of the menu is wine, the 
few entrees offered could be altered to 
specific tastes. 

Amanda ordered a shrimp and veg- 
etable pasta dish, minus the shrimp, plus 
extra vegetables. Jo opted for the spe- 
cial: chicken with crisp bleu and goat 
cheeses. 

Each meal came 
with either a salad or 
soup. Amanda or- 
dered a salad, and Jo, 
the broccoli cheddar 
soup. Amanda was 
convinced it was the 
best salad. As for the 
soup, it was better 
than Panera and the 
perfect amount. 

As we waited for 
our main course (al- 
most 30 minutes from 
the time we ordered), 
we realized the res- 
taurant reminded us 
of a cave, dark and 
cold. 

The dark lighting 
is supposed to be ro- 
mantic, but there is 
nothing romantic 
about not knowing 
what you’ re eating. 

Then, almost si- 
multaneously, we re- 


Chop’s, just s 
Pointe mall, h 
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alized our eyes were burning from the 
smoke coming from the high smoke that 
comes along with an open kitchen. 

As our food came, we realized why 
their menu had so few entrees. They pick 
a few dishes that they can perfect. 

We were served perfection. The pre- 
sentation was impeccable and the actual 
food was indeed some of the best we’ ve 
had while doing this column this year. 

The dishes were very large. We each 
only ate half to save room for dessert. 
(The adjacent table ordered a meal to 
share and the staff was nice enough to 
split the dish for them.) 

The dessert menu was incredible. It 
even featured specialty coffees such as 
lattes and cappuccinos. 

Amanda had chocolate silk pie while 
Jo opted for the orange-white chocolate 
bread pudding. Each dessert was very 
large, but presented like a photo from a 
recipe book. 

Chop’s, while on the cold side, pro- 
vided a perfect atmosphere at the right 
price. Both our meals plus tip stayed 
right about $60, making it perfect for a 
pre-prom dinner. 

Just one warning to girls on prom 
night: Amanda’s shirt fit only when she 
went into the restaurant. A- 
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Newly-renovated Coldwater 
theater stands to competition 


tim bradburn 


As I pulled up to 211 W. Wash- 
ington Center Road, I almost didn’t 
recognize where I was. 

I first noticed the yellow-tan and 
purple exterior—it sure didn’t look 
like any ordinary theater. 

This was the new Regal Coldwater 
Crossing Stadium 14 though. 

The Coldwater Crossing theater 
has recently gone through many 
changes. 

It has changed from 32,000 square 
feet to 65,000 square feet. 

That is a little more than double 
the previous size and the change is 
easy to see. 

My first impression of the outside 
was that this place seemed cool and 
modern. The outside is a tan-yellow 
and purple, which shows uniqueness. 

“This theater was made exclu- 
sively for Fort Wayne. It is not a 
cookie cutter for other Regal the- 
aters,” said Russ Nunley the market- 
ing and communications director of 
the Regal Entertainment Group. 

Although there were a lot of park- 
ing spaces devoted for the theater 
only, the lot was very full. 

Along with theater devoted park- 
ing, they have indoor ticket booths. 


Coldwater Crossing theater brings much 
change while still offering affordable prices. 


sam goldsberry 


Some ticket booths are automated 
kiosks that look similiar to ATM’s. 
They allow for fast and easy ticket 
purchasing. Ticket prices range from 
$4.50-$6.50, with student discounts 
offered. This is cheaper than their 
competitor, Rave. 

The lobby is very large—two 
times the previous size. The color 
scheme matches the outside yellow 
tan and purple. It was a little bit dirty 
underneath the benches though. 

When I went to the concessions 
located inside the lobby, they over- 
flowed my drink, but told me where 
the napkins were so I could wipe it 
off. 

Very similar to Rave Motion Pic- 
tures, the lobby directs moviegoers to 
theaters located on each side. 

Although, the seats in the theaters 
have thick cushioning, they did not 
seem too comfortable. 

The theaters are arranged with sta- 
dium seating except for the front of 
the theater where the seats are slightly 
elevated. 

The movie picture was not fully 
on the screen, which was bothersome. 
There was a black space below the 
picture at the bottom of screen and I 
could see a little bit of the picture 
above the screen. 

They have an 
excellent surround 
sound system. The 
rumbling noises 
and loud noises in 
the movie vibrated 
the chairs. 

Regal Coldwater 
Crossing Stadium 
14 is unique and 
has better ticket 
prices than Rave. 


Hollywood couples 


7, Jessica Simpson and Nick ache y 
2. Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston” - 
3. Ashton Kutcher and Demi Mise re 
4. Siegfried and Roy 


5. Will Smith and Jada Pinkene ae 
Smith 


6. Jay-Z and Beyonce Knowles 


7. Carmen Electra and Dave 
Navarro 


8, Whitney Houston and Bobby 
Brown 


Y. Paul Newman and Joann Wood- — 
ward 


70. Arnold Schwarzenegger and 4 
Maria Shriver a 


-source: cross-section of 120 Bruins, : 
15 male and female from each ee 
grade, in addition to 10 faculty 


Yes, because they 
don't really get down 
to earth with teens. 
They want you to live 
a certain lifestyle. 


-senior John Bennett 


Altering photos alters teen self-images 


sandy dunwoody 


There are approximately three billion 
females in the world, according to the 
Population Reference Bureau’s most 
recent census figures. 

Teenwire.com reports that out of this 
three billion, only eight are supermodels 
though. 

Magazines and advertising compa- 
nies use airbrushing, soft-focus cameras, 
digital editing, and other techniques to 
create unrealistic images of people. Hair 
color, teeth, skin color, and blemishes 
can be altered or removed. Some people 
call this digital plastic surgery. 

ABC news magazine 20/20 recently 
aired a story about a photo shoot of 
supermodel Cindy Crawford. Two 
hours were spent digitally editing her 
face and body. 

Furthermore, a girl cannot open a 
fashion magazine without being bom- 
barded with images of thin, airbrushed 
women. 

This is not good considering that the 
top three teen magazines (Seventeen, 
YM and Teen) have a combined read- 
ership of over 10 million. 

These fake images affect teen girls 
in many different ways, very few of 
them being positive. These glossy fab- 
rications have led some girls to dieting, 


eating disorders and low self-esteem. 
Beauty has become what society has 
shaped it into. Teen magazines create 
images of people that do not exist. 
Advertisers may argue that 
airbrushing is art or a fantasy, an escape 
from everyday life. They may also ar- 
gue that girls don’t want to see pictures 
of people that look like everyday people. 
So, magazines airbrush the everyday 
images into images of total oblivion. 
I was discussing this issue with my 
grandmother, explaining to her about 
how difficult it is to read a fashion maga- 


Original photo of senior 
Lidija Situm, without 
photo alterations. 


Are teen magazines out of 


touch with the way teens 


really are? 


Yes.»Teens aren't the 
ones who write them, 
so they don't really 
know what's going on. 


-sophomore Heather Roberts 
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Not really. Most teens are into 
pop culture, and they actually 
like the stuff that’s in there. 


-junior Justin Petersen 


-freshman Allison Wims 


lightened, waist and 
thighs trimmed. 


zine without wanting what the picture 
promises: perfect hair, skin, and body. 

She gave me a puzzled look and said, 
“But you look so good already. Why 
would you want anything more?” 

It made me wonder why we do want 
more. Then I realized it’s the subcon- 
scious thoughts that creep into our heads 
as we flip through pages of fake photos. 

I challenge everyone to avoid read- 
ing magazines for a couple of months. 
You'll find that instead of wanting that 
model’s airbrushed face, body, or style, 
you just might appreciate yours more. 


- x —— 
Shirt and jeans slightly 
darkened, background 
totally removed. 


They hype the wrong 
things. They show all these 
teenage girls, but they 
airbrush them. It gives girls 
an unrealistic image of 
what they should be. 


-teaching academy director 
Lilly Mikol 


Yes, because they usually pick people who are classy and rich. 


DD 
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Everyday common courtesy missing 


staff editorial 


In today’s society, plenty of people 
experience being pushed, shoved, and 
knocked around without so much as an 
Excuse me, or I’m sorry. 

A majority of What’s Bruin? agrees 
that everyday common courtesy 1s miss- 
ing too much from everyday life. 

People don’t stop to think twice about 
those around them or their feelings. We 
live in a self-centered and fast-paced so- 
ciety. 

People are too obsessed with fash- 
ion, goals, where they’ll eat tonight, 
what they’ll do on the weekend, what 
their boss is going to say to them, and 
so on. 

Humans naturally care for them- 
selves. But how hard is it to stop for half 
a second to apologize to someone you 
bump into, say excuse me, or thank 
someone who holds a door for you? 

So, whatever happened to chivalry? 
These are age-old qualities of courage, 
generosity, courtesy, gallantry, and po- 


liteness at all times, especially to 
women. (The knights of the Middle 
Ages were especially known for this.) 
Every so often we still see 
the person who 
bumps you, but 
takes the time to 
stop and apolo- 
gize. We see the 
gentleman who 
takes time to 
hold a door 
open for a 
girl be- 
hind him. 
But as it 
4 COIS 
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enough 
of that 
left. 
Through- 
out the years, 
our society has sped up and became 
more selfish. This caused us to leave 


chivalry behind. 


As children, we need good role mod- 


els to show us the rights and wrongs of 


life, so that when we grow up, we can 
follow through, do the right 
thing, and pass it on to fu- 
ture generations. 

But children don’t get 
enough of that education. 
Parents and other adults 
must start talking to children 
and enforce manners and 
courtesy. 

People need to take their 
time no matter what they’re 
doing. They need to listen, 
consider others feelings and 
have a friendly conversation. 

If this could be done, 
maybe teens wouldn’t be- 
come so wrapped up in them- 
selves or be so obsessed with 
the way they look. They just 
might start caring more about 
the feelings of others. 


shelby vorndran 


Morning get-ready time too excessive 


shelby vorndran 


It’s 6.a.m. Monday morning, and the 
alarm clock rings. Time to get ready 
for school! 

For some students, getting ready is 
not a problem. However, other students 
can take hours. 

Everyone’s routine is different. One 
guy may just get up, get dressed, eat, 
and go. 

Another may take a long shower, 
brush his teeth, shave, get dressed, and 
even do homework before leaving for 
school. 

There isn’t such a thing as getting 
ready for school too fast. Lingering in 
front of the mirror is wasting time that 
could have been spent sleeping. 


However, I don’t suggest waking up 
at 7:30 a.m. and trying to get ready in 
ten minutes either. Trust me on that one. 

As long as teens get up in the morn- 
ing with enough time to do what’s nec- 
essary, it’s fine if they don’t take for- 
ever. 

And if a girl has got to spend some 
time putting on makeup and doing her 
hair, she should go to bed early the night 
before. 

The main concern with taking too 
long to get ready is the fact that teens 
are not getting enough sleep. 

According to health.discovery.com, 
teenagers need over nine hours of sleep 
a night. 

In a survey of 3000 high-school stu- 
dents in Rhode Island, teens on average 


were getting just 7.3 hours of sleep each 
night, and 26 percent got 6.5 hours or 
less. 

This is unhealthy, and unless teens 
go to bed earlier, they will have to 
shorten their morning routines. 

One way to get ready faster is to 
choose your clothes for the next day 
ahead of time. 

Taking a shower and doing things 
the night before will also make the 
mornings easier. 

Some teens do spend too much time 
getting ready for school. This is un- 
healthy and a waste of time. 

If things are done to shorten the rou- 
tine, maybe that alarm clock can ring a 
little bit later. 
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Is sexual 
harassmenta 
problem at NHS? 


've heard 

verDal 

remarks 

but no 

touching 
or grabbing. Guys 
are more respectful 
at Northrop. 


-senior Alcario Samudio 


Guys 

talk 

about 

girls in a 

sexual 
way with other 
people, but they 
never physically act 
on it. 


—sophomore Ashley 
Trzynka 


It's not as 
bad of a 
problem 
because 
the staff 
takes care of it 
before it happens. 


—nurse Renee Rogers 


girls, Dut it just 
depends on how 
you take it. 


—junior India Thompson 


Sexual 

harass- 

ment 

decreases 

as we get 
older because we 
are getting more 
mature. 


—freshman Chad Seslar 


Peace in Haiti 
inevitable 


sandy dunwoody 


World peace. 

It’s on the lips of every beauty pag- 
eant contestant, peace activist, and po- 
litical leader. But do we actually believe 
it is attainable? 

On Feb. 29, Haitian president Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide resigned after rebels 
seized the northern half of the country. 

The U.S. promised to protect the 
Haitian people, both from the rebels and 
Aristide, their leader of 14 years. 

The United States tends to mother 
other countries, as in the war against ter- 
rorism. We flock to other countries to 
help when an emergency arises. 

However, we have important issues 
that need to be taken care of within our 
own borders, such as the state of 
economy and education. Also, an elec- 
tion determining our next president will 
take place soon. So, why are we worry- 
ing about another country that can’t 
handle its own problems? 

Of course, it is not the nice thing to 
turn a cold shoulder toward our neigh- 
bors. It seems the right thing would be 
to use our resources to help a country in 
need. 

But, the U.S. is only trying to rescue 
the Haitians from Aristide, just like we 
tried rescuing the people of Iraq from 
Saddam Hussein. The war with Iraq 
drained the U.S. of money and lives, and 
we now have to clean the mess we’ve 
created. We need to take more time be- 
fore we step in to help another country, 
because we don’t need more chaos. 

What we are hoping for will never 
be accomplished. Our attention cannot 
be divided. Our problems, nor those of 
other countries, will be solved. 

We should focus on our problems 
first before we get lost, because the Hai- 
tians are going to keep on fighting no 
matter what. 
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Compliments 
accomplisha 
world of good 


I tutor a few middle-school students 
twice a week, and the other day I heard 
two of them talking about a girl who was 
wearing an ugly outfit. 

They didn’t even bother to talk in a 
whisper, and the girl who the comment 
was aimed at heard everything. 

Middle school kids can be awfully 
cruel, just like high school students can 
be. 

Every one of us has at one point in 
our lives either been a part of dishing 
out these crude comments or possibly 
even taken in the comments as they are 
thrown. 

There are always those sayings: if 
you can’t say anything nice, don’t say 
anything at all. Or, whoever dishes out 
the mean comments is just jealous or is 
trying to raise their own self-esteem. 

In either case, these sayings shouldn’t 
be needed. These crude com- 
ments shouldn’t be made 
in the first place. 

We live ina 
competitive soci- 
ety though where 
we feel we need 
to be first and the 
best. It is, after 
all, easier to 
push someone 
down on our way 
to the top. Making fun 
of another person is an easy 
way to feel better about our- 
selves. 

By now, though, I’m won- 
dering if we couldn’t find other 
ways to raise our own self-es- 
teem. 

There are such things as compli- 
ments. The so-called geek in your so- 
cial studies class could probably use one. 
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stephanie phillips 


I know this may seem a little awk- 
ward to recognize someone who is sup- 
posedly lower than you, or someone who 
has very different interests than you, but 
it shouldn’t matter where the person 
stands in society on our economic scale 
or on the social scale. Everyone could 
use a compliment. 

Also, believe it or not, that geek in 
social studies has feelings very similar 
to yours. That person will feel the pain 
when you roll your 
eyes at your friends 
because he has raised 
his hand once again. 

Although we do 
live in a very com- 
petitive world, we 
also live in a very dy- 
namic world. 

We should start 
celebrating the dy- 
namics of our culture. 

After you compli- 
ment that one person 
who you have never talked to, not only 
will that person walk away with a little 
boost of their self-esteem, but you will 
as well. I can promise you that this boost 

will feel much better than 

the boost you'd feel if 

you had simply 

slammed the 

¥ \/+ person with 

a rude 

comment 
or joke. 

So 

Northrop, 

I am pro- 

posing 
that some 
of us mature 
a little more and possibly be a 
little more considerate towards 
our classmates. 

Next time you go to throw out 
a rude comment or pass along a 
hurtful rumor, remember that there 
is a person you are talking about behind 
those comments. It is most likely a per- 
son just like you too. 


Intuition 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


Volunteers in — 
schools need | 
background — 
checks 


santanna ramsey 


A 48-year-old man who volun- 
teered as a football coach at Bishop 
Dwenger High School recently was ar- 
rested for allegedly soliciting online an 
undercover officer for sex. The officer 
was pretending to be a 14-year-old girl 
when he caught the coach. 

Here at Northrop, there are a lot of 
volunteers. People volunteer for mu- 
sic, sports, and beyond. But do we take 
the time to know and check each indi- 
vidual? We should. 

In fact, we need official background 
checks to be required when any par- 
ent volunteer is used. 

A background check is a system 
that investigates a person’s criminal 
record, good or bad. 

Schools have many outside adults 
coming in to work at different times. 
There needs to be more accountabil- 
ity. 

Background checks can accomplish 
this. The most important reason is that 
these outside adults are working with 
all aged high school students on a daily 
basis. ; : 

When schools need volunteers to 
help run programs, they expect qual- 
ity people, people they can trust. 

Parents want to be guaranteed the 
safety of their children with whomever 
works with their children. 

Technically, volunteers are nothing 
but strangers to most staff and the stu- 
dents. Background checks can further 
ensure that a volunteer isn’t just any 
person off the street who is willing. — 

Trust has to be there, and has to be 
deserved. Putting trust in anyone could 
be dangerous. That was the case at 
Dwenger. 
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Yes 


telysha richardson 


Suzie is online talking to her 
Internet boyfriend. She has been talk- 
ing to him for only a few weeks and 
he wants to meet her in person. 

Then the question came: should we 
meet? They did. She decided to go to 
his house. Once she got there and was 
inside, she realized that he was acting 
different. The next thing she knows, 
her online boyfriend forcing himself on her. 

Suzie isn’t the only person to have ever experi- 
enced this incident. Not only is rape a problem, 
there are other things that could be worse offenses 
or just a broken 
heart. 

Some Internet 
users may feel 
they have met 
their perfect 
match, only un- 
til they find their 
online mate isn’t 
the person de- 
scribed online at all. 

Online 
dating is 
too risky for teens, and even 
adults for that matter. 

People read stories about Internet rape and 
murders because of their online mates. 

On www.wildxangel.com they have many stories 
of online murders, rapes, and broken hearts. 

One article said that a 13-year-old girl was found 
dead in a storage unit along with her murderer. He 
just happened to be her online mate that she was meet- 
ing. He shot her and soon after words committed sui- 
cide by shooting himself as well. 

In the year 2004, 42 people were victims of online 
rape or murder. That’s seven times greater than in the 
year 2000. 

Still, some people think that online dating is fine 
if you take precautions. It is if you don’t let it go too 
far. 

Many people don’t realize that others lie online 
about their age, personality and physical appearance. 

If someone does wish to have an Internet friend, 
it’s okay just as long as they are careful and don’t let 
things go too far within their relationship online. 


Is online 

dating too 
risky for 
teens? 


No 


alicia wireman 


The U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice recently reported online that ev- 
ery day, somewhere in America, a 
woman is raped every two minutes. 

On average, there is also one child 
molester/abductor per square mile. 
Teens also have a 53 percent chance 
of getting into a car accident every 
weekend. 

And teens are constantly spending their time on the internet. 
Although beneficial at times, the internet can be a dangerous 
place that may put our lives at risk. 

But let’s face it, our lives are surrounded by risks every- 
day. We make choices that could possi- 
bly have negative conse- 
quences. 

Driving a car, walking 
in a parking lot alone and 
even talking on the internet 
has possible risks. 

For example, many 
people claim that talking to 
people on the internet is 
something that shouldn’t be 
done. It’s just too danger- 
OuS. 

However, there is a haz- 
ard in every direction we 
turn that may put our lives in _ danger. But that doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean we shouldn’t live life to the fullest. 

Our parents have raised us to be responsible adults and to 
make wise decisions. When we come to that point to make a 
risky decision, we should know how to react by making the 
right choice. 

We can’t be afraid to leave the house because of the fear of 
a rapist or a child molester/abductor. We can’t deny children 
the right to play on a playground and we certainly can’t stop a 
teenager from experiencing the freedom of a car or the internet. 

Now, I’m not saying that teens can be as careless as pos- 
sible. We still need to be cautious in our everyday routine. 

There is nothing wrong with talking to somebody on the 
internet. But there is something wrong with meeting that per- 
son after only knowing them for a short amount of time. 

However, there is a point in every teen’s life where parents 
can only trust and hope that their children will make the right 
decision. 

Whether they will make that right decision or not, we can 
only hope. 
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Prom is just around the corner 
Theresa Cornewell See us for all your 


Rent for a fraction of 260-627-0627 alteration needs 


the cost of new 


Many sizes, colors, 10015 Wheelock Road « Fort Wayne, In 46835 


styles to choose from 


Top designers 


Call today for an appointment to / ¢ he Shiver I eae 
AN ; e ower I Jook, nc. 
choose that perfect dress for you r /® 7 “We Are A Full Service Florist” 
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(260) 489-6682 


Mary Forbing, owner 


e-mail: gazelle4bing@hotmail.com 


Sunless Spray Tan 


Now available at 


Tropical Tanning 


Located at Leo Crossing 
corner of Dupont and Tonkel 


Buy 4 treatments 
GET 1 FREE 


Full Body $25 

Face Only $10 

Legs Only $15 
Face and Arms $15 


Call for appointment 
471-2081 
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 
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STUDENTS, TEACHERS and STAFF! 


50% off your first haircut 
PLUS 
"Buy | hatrcut, Get 1 FREE!" 
For “firsHtime" customers. Call Paula or Angela for details. 
*Special discounts from now until June,30th. 
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Angela C, Wels on Pala Lenn 
Stylist 
HAIRSPRAY, Inc. Salon 


4616 Speedway Drive, behind "Putt-Putt.” 
471-4310 


Bi 


Boag MS 
ee 
Coldwater Rd. 


RAMI BEDS 


Sunless Spray Tan 


Now available at 


Tropical Tanning 


Located at Leo Crossing 
corner of Dupont and Tonkel 


Buy 4 treatments 


GET 1 FREE 
Full Body $25 
Face Only $10 
Legs Only $15 
Face and Arms $15 
Call for appointment 


471-2081 
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Northrop raises $1,100 for Honduras baby 


kyle ellis 


Spanish teacher Amalia Kline re- 
cently came before the students and fac- 
ulty of Northrop high school with a 
simple, yet possibly life-changing re- 
quest. 

On April 19, 2004 Kline’s sister, 
Karla, who lives in Honduras gave birth 


to anew baby boy, Carlos David. How- 
ever, shortly after birth, an ultrasound 
test revealed that Carlos would need a 
pacemaker to regulate his heartbeat. 
“The baby is still in the ICU at the 
public hospital. My sister only gets to 
see him for 10 minutes a day,” said Kline. 
Without the pacemaker, which since 
has been im- 
planted, doctors 
predicted the baby 
wouldn’t survive. 
“When you’re 
so far away from 
your relatives, ev- 
erything takes an- 
other dimension. I 
didn’t feel I could 
do anything for 
her,” said Kline. 
Just days after 
Kline’s _ sister 
shared the tragedy 
of her nephew’s 
heart condition, 
Kline wrote a let- 
ter to Northrop’s 
faculty hoping for 
suggestions to 
raise the $3,000 
necessary to pay 
the debt from the 
implant. 
Upon finding 
out Kline’s need, 


What's Bruin? seeks to provide a forum for readers to 


address issues affecting Northrop. 
Editorial views reflected are solely 
the opinions of said writers. 


Letters to the editor MUST include names and class. This 
includes letters wishing to be published anonymously. 


Submit all letters to Room D111. 


Unsigned or partially unsigned letters will not be 
published. We also reserve the right to edit 


for length and appropriateness. 


What's Bruin? will not publish any material containing 


malicious, personal attacks. 
What’s Bruin? is printed monthly by 


Fort Wayne Printing. 


-cover photos of freshman amanda griffith, sophomore 


amanda ostoich 


tim bradburn 


Northrop’s student council immediately 
began a fundraising campaign during 
lunch mods to collect donations. Sev- 
eral teachers also helped out by making 
contributions themselves. Some also 
held classroom collections for dona- 
tions. 

According to student council adviser 
Steve Long, the students and faculty of 
Northrop have raised a total of approxi- 
mately $1,100. 

The money collected will be used to 
not only offset the cost of the pacemaker 
for the baby, but it will also go towards 
covering the cost of other medications 
that the child will need. 

“We have a very caring group of stu- 
dents in this school,” Kline said. 

“T will always keep in my heart the 
prayers and donations from Northrop.” 


| didn't feel 
| could do 
anything 
for her. 


-Spanish teacher Amalia Kline 


jo minnich 


editor-in-chief sandy dunwoody chief photographer 
jo minnich sarah leavell sam goldsberry 
news editor stephanie phillips tiffany stufflebeam 
kyle ellis santanna ramsey aaron thomas 
insight editor telysha richardson photo team 

dave mann shelby vorndran tim bradburn 


sports editor reporters 
rachelle reichert 
premiere editor 
alicia wireman 
forum editor 


ariel case 


stephanie phillips 
shelby vorndran 
staff artists 


justin rodenbeck, and freshman justin huffman courtesy 
of griffith, and by jo minnich and sam goldsberry 


cover editor 


stephanie phillips 
ad managers 
pete baney 
adviser 

barb ahlersmeyer 
principal 


LA... 7 


Students experience effects of alcohol 


jo minnich 
sandy dunwoody 


The driver’s seat 


“Don’t let yourself make bad de- 
cisions,” said senior Evan Bundza. He 
now claims this as the most important 
thing he has learned from his own ex- 
perience with drinking and driving. 

Here’s his story: 

Two weeks before Christmas, 
Bundza was at a friend’s house hang- 
ing out. Not expecting to go anywhere 
that night, they began to drink alco- 
hol. 

Bundza then told his friend he was 
unable to drive home. 

“She said it was okay and she’d 
drive,” said Bundza. 

Toward the end of the night, 
though, he went outside to get some- 
thing out of his car. 

“T was really drunk and didn’t 
know what was going on. So I thought 
I was there, in my car, to drive home,” 
he said. 

At about | a.m., Bundza began to 
drive home. Near his home, he hit a 
mailbox. However, he didn’t stop un- 
til he hit another one, causing the bar- 
rel underneath it to get caught under 
his car. 

“T got out and tried to pick my car 
up off the barrel, but the owner came 
out,” he explained. 

“T was just trying to get home,” said 
Bundza repeatedly to the man. 

When the police arrived, he was 
taken to the ICU where a blood alco- 
hol level test was taken. 

Bundza’s BAC was .26—more 
than three times the legal limit. 

He was sent to Wood Youth Cen- 
ter for the night, then released on 
house arrest until his court date in Feb. 

On Feb. 3, a judge suspended 
Bundza’s license until he was out of 
school. 


“If I am convicted of it again within 10 
years, I will be put on Anibuse, a drug that 
causes your body to have a violent reaction 
with alcohol,” he said. 

Bundza saw the consequences of his ac- 
tions come full force and is changing his life 
for the better. 

“If I could go back, I wouldn’t have gone 
out in the first 


“Call someone and don’t put yourself 
and others in danger.” 

To help spread this message, this 
past week was Alcohol Awareness 
Week at Northrop. 

“Our goal is to get everyone to re- 
alize that drinking and driving is bad,” 
said SADD (Students Against De- 


place,” he 

aes lf |;could go back, | wouldn't 
piesa have gone out in the first place? 
even keep  _senior Evan Bundza 


your car keys 
in your pocket,” he advised. structive Decisions) sponsor Lilly 
Mikol. 

Highlights of Alcohol Awareness 
Week included assemblies for all 
classes, an essay contest, and a mock 
crash and rescue. 

“We’re doing more this year than 
we have before,” said Mikol. 


The family tragedy 


She had just turned on some music and 
was talking and laughing with her son. She 
watched the car out of the corner of her eye 
as it approached the intersection at a speed- 
ometer reading well above the posted speed 
limit. 

Kirsten Eichinger, 22, was at a stoplight 
with her 4-year-old son in the backseat, when 
she was rear-ended by a drunk driver. 

“She watched the woman as she came to 
the stoplight and remembered thinking the 
woman was driving way too fast,” said her 
sister, freshman Heidi Eichinger. 

“She was startled, but she was more wor- 
ried about her son than herself.” 

Luck was on the Eichingers’ side, though, 
as Kirsten sustained only minor back and 
neck injuries while her son was untouched. 

Heidi was the one who received the call 
late that night from Oceanside, California, de- 
scribing the accident. 

“T’m so glad that they were alright,” said 
Heidi. “It could have been a lot worse.” 

Alcohol, the drug that caused her now 5- 
year-old nephew and sister’s lives to be en- 
dangered, has strengthened Heidi’s opinion ° 
on driving while intoxicated. 

“Tf you drink, don’t drive,” said Heidi. - 
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Retirees remember their years 


telysha richardson 


It's given 
me a full 
and good 
perspective 
Of life. | 
hope I've 
ae the students. 


-science teacher Irv Hart, on 
how teaching has changed 
his life 


| hope | 
got them 
to think 
| with their 


2 heads 
Rea of their feet. 


-science teacher jim Keim, 
on how he has changed 
students’ lives 


It has kept 
me young, 
active, and 
involved. It 
gave me a 
chance to 
meet new people. 


-business teacher Barrie 
Peterson, on how teaching 
has changed his life 


Everyday 
challenges, F 
which I'll 
never 
forget. 


-industrial technoloy teacher 
Pete Zilinski, on a favorite 
Northrop memory 


lve been 

very for- 

tunate to 

Pemiere 

and be 

with the 

kids and faculty. They 


have become my family. 


-foreign language teacher Dan 
Tannas, on how teaching has 
changed his life 


For 30 
years, | 
has 
been 
my life. 
-guidance director Donna 


Green, on how Northrop 
has affected her 


'm going 

to travel, 

spend 

time with — 

my grand- [4 

child, and 

have time to myself. 


-school registrar Ann 
Kilgore, on her plans after 
she retires 


Coaching 
the team 
that won 

the city- c 
wide Q 
math contest. 


-math teacher Bernie Booker, 
on a favorite Northrop 


| want to 
take piano 
lessons. 
And for the 
first time in 
23 and a 

half years, my house will 

be clean. 

-principal secretary Diane 


Carpenter, on her plans 
after retiring 


Vorndran 
wins CD 
cover contest 


Near the beginning of the third term, 
art director Al Jacquay held a contest 
to create the best CD cover. The win- 
ner, creating a cover that will be seen 
on around 5,000 CDs, was sophomore 
Shelby Vorndran. 

“The CD is a compilation of differ- 
ent local artists from the Fort Wayne 
area,” said Jacquay. 

About 60 students submitted covers 
into the contest. They were created by 
computer or hand-drawn and titled A 
Hot Cat in a Dog’s World. 

To choose the best cover, the project 
director and graphic designer chose the 
best out of five chosen by the students. 

“T had no idea if I'd win...I was re- 
ally surprised,” said Vorndran. “I 
thought it was really cool it would be 
on a CD.” 

As a winner, Vorndran received a 
gift certificate to Best Buy. 

The CD will be available in record 
stores like Wooden Nickel and some 
doctors offices. 

The money from the sales of the CDs 
will be used to support the Fort Wayne 
autistic school and autistic children. 


Jazz bands 
wrap up year 


On Saturday, May 1, concert bands 
went to Penn High School for the state 
qualification contest. State finals were 
in Indianapolis on May 8. 

May 13 was the spring instrumental 
concert. All concert bands and orches- 
tras performed in this concert. 

The spring jazz concert will be May 
20 at 7 p.m where all three jazz bands 
will perform. 


Students 
prepare for 
Relay for 
Life 


Student council is going 
to be participating in the 
Relay for Life, which will 
be held at Northrop this 
year. 

The 24-hour American 
Cancer Society fundraiser 
will start at 6 p.m. on June 
11 and end June 12 at 6 
p.m. 

Each participating team 
will walk around the track 
to help raise money. 

Money is raised by do- 
nations for participants to 
walk. Student council is 
also selling candles for a 
vigil for those who have 
suffered from cancer. 


Knelanger and Wigmore 
excited to graduate 


Senior Bruin Helping Hands members Lindsey 


Jacquays 
honored at 
Windsong 


Seniors Brett and Breanna Jacquay 
have recently won an award at the 
Windsong Film Festival for their docu- 
mentary film A Popcorn Story. 

The documentary was written, 
acted and filmed by Breanna and Brett. 
Senior Bryce Wolf also made an appear- 
ance in the film. 

The film was made many years ago 
but, with the editing, has taken until now 
to enter it into a contest. Not expecting 
to win anything, the family was sur- 
prised, but pleased with the outcome. 

Their work was chosen from over 55 
student film entries from different 
schools. 

The two will receive their award 
at IPFW on May 15. 


Wigmore and Robert “Scooter” Knelanger will 
complete high school with a certificate of 
graduation. One also will walk through com- 
mencement with the other ‘04 graduates. 


Key club helps 
citywide cleanup 


Key Club will be participating in the 
Fort Wayne citywide cleanup on May 
15 from 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

Community members will be given 
the opportunity to clean up Fort Wayne 
in various areas. 

Key Club members will be focusing 
on a section of the river greenway. They 
will be picking up trash and other harm- 
ful items to the environment. 

Other members will also be assist- 
ing the Kwana’s club to clean up the 
corner of Crescent Avenue and North 
Anthony Boulevard. 
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Freshman skateboarder 
Justin Rodenbeck does 
a perfect ollie. This is 
just one of the variety of 
extreme tricks 
Rodenbeck loves to 
perform. 


jo minnich 
alicia wireman 


Freshman Justin Rodenbeck rolled 
down the driveway and ollied. Bang. 
Click. He and his skateboard flew into 
the air. About a second later, perfect 
landing. 

Years of practice have made this trick 
routine for Rodenbeck. 

Yet he still continues to push the ex- 
treme, continually working on and per- 
fecting other tricks, but sometimes ac- 
cidents happen. ‘ 

“T have fractured my foot before,” he 
said. 

He got started in this sport because 
of his friends. That and the adrenaline 
rush that goes along with extreme sports, 
like wakeboarding, or BMX dirt biking. 

While all Bruins seek a life of fun, 
some Bruins go to the extreme. _ 


bens om 
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Wakeboards, 
dirt bikes, 
skateboards, 
you name it. 
_ Bruins 
love 
the 
| UST iw. 
F of. 
extreme 
sports. 


Sky high! Sophomore extremist Justin 
Huffman takes off for another practice 
jump. He’s been at BMX biking for 
seven years now. 


yoluuiw of : 


Justin Huffman: BMXer 


The BMX dirt bike took 
off as nothing but a trail of 
dust was left behind. 

BMxX dirt-bike racing and 
other extreme sports have be- 
come an after-school activity 
for many Northrop students. 
Stunts, jumps and fast-paced 
speeds of up to 50 mph are ex- 
actly what draws these stu- 
dents to the bike trails. 

“Ever since I started riding 
I haven’t been able to stop,” 
said sophomore Justin 
Huffman. 

Huffman began riding dirt 
bikes seven years ago after his 
best friend let him ride. 

“A lot of my friends were 
biking, and I just wanted to get 
involved in that.” 

Huffman’s motivation 
comes from many places, 
but his greatest motivation 
came from a good friend. 

“My friend Michea 
would come up with new 
stunts and jumps. Natu- 
rally, I would follow and 
want to try them also.” 

Despite inherent dan- 
gers among some extreme 
sports, the lure is still there for 
Huffman. Dangerous stunts 
and jumps can cause bumps, 
bruises and possible serious 
injuries. 

“The first time I ever tried 
a jump, I overshot the landing 
ramp and landed on the sec- 
ond jump. That was when I 
slammed my shoulder,” he 
said. 

Huffman explained that he 


has seven years of scars. The scars are 
mostly on his shins from the pedals of 
the bike. He has pulled muscles in his 
shoulder from landing inaccurately on 
jumps. 

BMX dirt bike racing can be done 
just about anywhere, but it’s more thrill- 
ing to race on trails, said Huffman. 

“We ride the bikes on a dirt trail be- 
hind Roller Dome South. It’s very sce- 
nic there,” 

Huffman describes the adrenaline 
rush when he rides. 

“Tt’s an adrenaline rush of the fear of 
falling, and 
then when I 
don’t fall, I get 
a stronger rush 
to do more.” 

One stunt - 
that Huffman ° 


h 


jo minnic 


Huffman said 
he wants to 
continue 
learning new 
and more 
extreme bike 
tricks. 


performs is surfing, which is when a per- 
son stands on the bike with one foot on 
the handles and the other foot on the seat 
of the bike. 

He used to be able to surf until he 
slammed his shoulder during a ride. He 
can also jump his bike to a height of 10- 
15 feet in the air. 

But Huffman is just looking at dirt 
bike riding as a hobby for now. 

“T think that if I can just keep it up, I 
could compete in the future,” he said. 


Dirt bike racing is not a feeling. It’s 


a hope to not screw up. 
-sophomore Justin Huffman 
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Amand 
Griffith: 
wakeboarder 


Two pieces of plexiglas, 65 inches 
long and no wider than the length of a 
human hand sail over a 5-foot ramp 
landing on crisp, blue water. 

This scene is a daily occurrence for 
Freshman Amanda Griffith who enjoys 
waterski jumping during the summer . 
Water sports are not just a way of life 
for Griffith, but a way to relax and have 
fun. 

Griffith participates in all water 
sports, but wakeboarding has become a 
sport she could compete in to gain more 
points in competitions. 

“Wakeboarding is a side sport—a fun 
thing to do.” 

She admits she’s more interested in 
slalom and jump. Slalom is similar to 
skiing, but has a thicker board where one 
foot is in front of the other. 

Jump is basically waterskiing mixed 
in with a 5-foot ramp. 


INSIG 


extreme 


When Griffith first started 
wakeboarding, she was 8-years-old. She 
admits, it wasn’t for fun at first. 

“When I first started, it was for com- 
petition, but now it’s just fun,” she said, 
reflecting on her learning experience. 

At her family’s private lake in Van 
Wert, Ohio, Griffith practices daily dur- 
ing the summer months and just about 
every weekend in the spring and fall. 

While on the water, she is constantly 
thinking about her actions. 

“T think about what I’m going to do 
next—which way to turn and where to 
place myself,” she said. 

As with any extreme sports, complete 
concentration is needed to avoid inju- 
ries. Water sports are no different. 

Griffith said there are many injuries 
associated with wake boarding. She 
added she knows a lot of people who 
have blown out their knees or dislocated 
their shoulders. 

“You just fall really hard some- 


‘extreme epotl-of tlalom* <- 
wakeboarding. She has been at 
it since she was 8 years old. 


photo courtesy of amanda griffith 


times,” she added. 

While she says 
she’s never had 
any injuries her- 
self, she has had 
some traumatizing 
falls. 

a Lics just 
something I need 
to surpass so I can 
get back out there,” 
Griffith said. 

Through her 
competitions, 
Griffith explained 
she has had the op- 
portunity to meet 
professional wake 
boarders. 

“Whenever pro- 
fessional Tina 
Bassinger comes to 
town, she helps me 
with tricks. She’s a great inspiration,” 
Griffith said. 

Her favorite trick is called a stiffy. 

“It’s when you push the board for- 
ward and basically do a toe touch to the 
front and grab the board,” she explained. 

“To do what you like well takes a 
lot of patience. It’s taken me a couple 
years to learn just one trick.” 


Griffith 
holds on 
tight in a 
waterski 
jumping 
competi- 
tion, 
another 
of the 
many 
water 
sports 
she 
enjoys 
doing in 
her free 
time. 


Wakeboarding is a side sport--a fun 


thing to do. 


-freshman Amanda Griffith 


The best of 2004 


| thought | was 
going to De third 
SO | was shocked. 


lve made lots 
of friends at 
Northrop-both 


peers and | was pretty 
teachers. excited. 
-Nizar Taki -Aaron Gerhardstein 


| encouraged The competition My teachers | always.try to 
myself the most. was really tough have helped and do my best 

| have high and everyone's challenged me and_set high 
expectations for GPA was so close. — until the end. standards. 
myself. -Tom Noll -Liz Bell -Kristine Myers 
SOCDEEEIZIG 


All the different The hardest It's hard to The hardest part 


people,’ve met is —_— part. was know when to was staying 
the Dest part of not.slacking. do.a paper or focused on. my 
Northrop. -Camie Mess go to a Party. goal of being in 
-Brianna Brydson -Matt Kolkman the top 10. 

-|o Minnich 
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Rinearson overcomes surgery to lead baseball 


alicia wireman 
Ser ior 
The nightmare of any 


athlete is an injury that ru- 
ins his or her season or ca- 
reer. 

Senior Alex Rinearson 
recently injured his arm, 
which could have placed his 
last Northrop baseball sea- 
son at stake. 

But, Rinearson contin- 
ues to lead his team as co- 
captain to a record of 15-2 
so far this season, placing 
the team currently fourth in 
the state. 

“Rinearson leads the 
team by example. I feel that 
he has really brought this 
team together,” said head 
coach Sean Bruening. 

Rinearson had this to 
say: 


What kind of arm injury did 
you have? 

I tore the tendon in my arm 
between my elbow and my 
wrist. It’s called a Tommy 
John injury. 


How did it get injured? 
I threw the ball during a game and tore 
the tendon in my arm. 


Explain Tommy John surgery. 
The doctors took the tendon in my wrist, 
and fused it. They made it tight and 
gradually released the tension. 


How will the injury/surgery affect this 
season? 
I can’t throw 100 percent. It’s like a 


RSS 


saree Alex 


injury. Rinearson is 
currently one of the 
best hitters in — 
Northrop 
baseball 


rollercoaster. I may have good days, and 
I may have bad days. 


How will the injury/surgery affect your 
career? 

It shouldn’t really affect it that much. 
There’s only a one to one-and-a-half 
year recovery period. But, I am afraid 
that in the future the pain might return. 


What are your individual goals for this 
season? 


I hope to make All-State, 
North-South All Star, and 
All-SAC. 


What are your goals for 
the team this season? 
SAC, sectionals, semi- 
state, state, etc. I hope to 
win as many champion- 
ships as possible. 


What are your plans for 
the future with baseball? 
I hope to play college 
baseball at Butler Univer- 
sity, and then get drafted 
into the professional 
league. When the time 
comes that I have a fam- 
ily, I will retire and coach 
high school baseball. 


What records have you 
broken? 
I have broken the career 
doubles record so far this 
season. 


What records are you 
close to breaking? 

Iam really close to break- 
ing the number of hits, at 
bats and RBIs. I hope to break the bat- 
ting average, runs scored and the least 
strikeouts. 
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How do you feel you have led the team 
with an injured arm? 

It’s not really leading. It’s just effort. I 
put all of my effort into what I do, and 
then that effort wears off on the team 
helping them to succeed. 


It's not really leading, it’s just effort. | put all of my effort into what | do. 


-senior Alex Rinearson 
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How not to write a sports column 


Dear Telysha, 


So I hear you have the job of re- 
placing me as sports editor 
and columnist next year, see- 
ing that I proved my mother 
wrong and will be graduat- 
ing. 

As my replacement, you 
will have some pretty big 
pants to fill. Okay, they’re 
really big pants. Therefore I 
won't send you into the cold, 
dark world of sports writing 
alone. So here are some 
things you should stay away 
from. 

First of all, don’t offend 
people. This includes the fol- 
lowing: cheerleaders, dancers, quar- 
terbacks, goalies, “promiscuous 
girls,” Native Americans, vegetar- 
ians, liberals, Pete Rose supporters, 
steroid users, or dirty people. 

As I have learned the hard way, 
things you say may be taken wrong. 
Offending people gets you nowhere 
except at the top of the football team’s 
hit list. These are all shady areas that 
you will want to stay away from. 

Secondly, do not write the obvi- 
ous. Take my last brilliant headline: 
“Steroids Ruining Baseball.” Wow, 
that’s brilliant journalism. What’s 
next? “Killing people is bad”? 

Do not write articles on obvious 
topics like professional athletes be- 
ing bad role models. Everyone knows 
that many are. Between rape and 
murder charges, illegitimate children, 
drug usage, etc., an article on athletes 
as bad role models is a little redun- 
dant. 

The third thing, and most impor- 
tant of all, know what you’ re talking 
about. 

It’s pretty obvious I didn’t know 
anything I’ve talked about for the last 
three years. Obviously I didn’t know 
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Dave 


sports at all. 
It’s hard to write a sports column when 
you know nothing about sports or how they 


Prime 
Time 


Mann 


are played. I must be a fat, 
dumb, close-minded, pathetic 
excuse for a journalist. Do not 
be like me if you want to be 
successful. 

Also, stay away from any- 
thing that might be considered 
controversial. Say nothing of 
opinion about any team at 
Northrop. 

You might be thinking that 
is a little harsh, but anything 
you will say will offend some- 
one. In fact, don’t say anything 
at all. 

So there you have it, how 


to be a good sports columnist. Don’t have 
an opinion. Good luck next year in trying 
to replace Prime Time in the hearts of those 
who like it. In the end, it was all worth it. 

Oh, and by the way, cheerleading still 
isn’t a sport. 


In the SAC meet, junior Jasmine 
Russell and sophomore Tamara 
Adams helped Bruin girls’ track 
team to a close runner-up finish. 


Top 


Top 5 Bruin sport 
moments of the year 


1. Girls’ track going for a fifth straight 
state championship, first ever attempt 
in Indiana. 


2. Boys’ cross-country runner-up in 
state. 


3. Junior Brianna Neumann winning 
state on the uneven bars in gymnas- 


tics, a first ever for Northrop. 


4. Boys’ track ranked no.1 in the state. 


5. Baseball going 15-2 and a no.2 
state ranking part of the season. 


PORTS 
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Banks named to junior 
nationals this July 


Junior basketball player Jamika 
Banks is going to compete in the USA 
junior nationals with people from all 
over the country. 

“I was shocked when I found out. 
Seeing myself play in the SAC, I didn’t 
feel I had a lot of talent. But, I had con- 
fidence on the floor, and that’s what 
got me there,” said Banks. 

The coaches, staff, and referees 
picked outstanding players to go along 
with the MVPs from each competing 
school to play in the junior national 
tournament this July. 


Boys’ track wins SAC, 
looking to win state title 


The no. | ranked boys’ track and 
field team won the SAC meet on May 
4. 

The team beat Snider, 158.5-122.5. 
Seniors Kesonn Lee, Charles Bailey, 
and Brennon Plotner were all double 
individual winners. 

Lee won the 100- and 200-meter 
dashes, Bailey placed first in the 110- 
and 300-hurdles, and Plotner won the 
800- and 1600-meter runs. 

“We need to work harder, stay fo- 
cused, and stay on the same page,” said 
senior James Martzall on what the team 
needs to improve on in order to win 
the state championship. 

Regionals for the team will be held 
on May 27, and June 5 is the state com- 
petition. 


Girls’ track runnerup at 
SAC, regroups for state 


The girls’ track team is ranked first 
in the power poll and in state. The state 
meet is coming soon, which will be 
held June 4 in IU, Bloomington. 

“Our ultimate goal is to win state,” 
said senior Zakiya Robinson. “We’re 


doing well. There was a rough start, but 
after the Homestead meet we reevalu- 
ated and its been better ever since.” 

As Robinson said, it hasn’t been easy. 

“Tt’s been a bumpy road, but a good 
road,” said head girls’ track coach 
Tom Knudson. 

The team’s next meet will be the tour- 
nament series. Then it will be state com- 
petition when they are hoping to accom- 
plish a five peat. 


Softball’s novice players 
are improving 


After a tough match against Hamilton 
Southeastern, the softball team has 
steadily improved. 

Led by new head coach Dave Freon, 
upcoming events include a home game 
against Dekalb on May 20 at 4:30 p.m., 
and an invitational at Penn on May 22 
at 9 a.m. 

In practice, the girls have been work- 
ing on hitting, bunting, and other fun- 
damentals. 

Top players include sophomore 
Meghan Zedyk and freshman Carissa 
Mix on JV, and seniors Katelyn Haskell 
and Julie Shovek. 

“We've been working together and 
getting closer as a team as the season is 
progressing,” said sophomore catcher 
Ashley Rigelman. 


Boys’ volleyball works 
on communication 


This season the boys’ volleyball team 
is 3-2. According to junior Joe Selby, 
the team’s goal is to make it all the way 
to state with the intention to win. 

“We have a lot of individual talent, 
but we still need to work on teamwork 
and communication,” said junior captain 
Kevin Sawvel. 

Both players agree that to win, the 
team needs to work on the communica- 
tion and working together. 


Baseball keeps winning, 
led by talent and team unity 


The Bruin baseball team has been 
playing their best baseball in years. The 
team is currently 18-2, and ranked third 
in the state. 

The Bruins are led by the hitting of 
seniors Alex Rinearson, Greg 
Dowling, and Joel Bauer. There are 
also major contributions by the talented 
junior and sophomore class. 

One of the main reasons for success 
has been the pitching of juniors Derek 
Hopper, Matt Degitz and Anthony 
Berg. 


Boys’ golf winning with 
senior-dominated team 


The boys’ golf team finished sixth 
at the Concordia Invitational, and third 
at the Wawasee Invitational. 

“The team has done very, very 
well,” said coach Dan Gibson. They 
have a record of 5-2 currently. 

The team’s most valuable players 
are seniors Ryan Logue, Corey Potts, 
and freshman Alex Bunner. 

The team’s goals for the season are 
to win the SAC and to make it to 
sectionals, regionals, and state. 

Their next meet is against Carroll 
and East Noble at 3:30 p.m. on May 
26 at Autumn Ridge. 


Girls’ tennis rebuilding, 
hoping to make regionals 


Led by new coach Shane Crager, 
the girls’ tennis is having a successful 
season so far, and plan to make it to 
sectionals. 

“T just hit the ball and play. It’s fun,” 
said senior Joanna Hefner. 

The team is led by Hefner, senior 
Camie Mess, and junior Sachi Janek. 
They have many new players, but are 
still one of the top teams in the area. 
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Northrop bands are 
turning the volume 
up and waiting to 
be discovered 


santanna ramsey 


One is punk. Two are alternative 
rock. 

One played this year’s talent show. 
Another is currently producing its first 
CD. A third is made up of all Kroger 
employees. All three bands practice in 
their basements. 

The three-piece punk band Bottom 
Dollar includes senior electric guitarist 
Aaron Thomas. His band has been per- 
forming since last year. 

“T love my band. I just want us to 
have fun,” he said. 

Thomas and his two bandmates (not 
from Northrop) all work at Dupont 
Kroger. This is where they first met. 

The three boys were all sitting around 
talking one day, Thomas said, about the 
kind of instruments they played and how 
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be Blinded, Soul includes «(left three) 
4 junior Reter Dragnev, freshm 


f, 
«Cory Wylie and junior Brian Notte 
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much they liked punk music. Not 
much later, it was official. They de- 
cided to become their own band and 
create their own music. 

“We mostly do our own thing. We 
also wrote one song together,” said 
Thomas. 

To get better, Bottom Dollar prac- 
tices every Friday in their drummer’s 
basment. The band also has played at 
local venues including the Cove, a 
popular youth center on Coldwater 
Road. 

“T would like to play in Grabill, 
and the Art Factory which has a big 
stage,’ added Thomas. 

Unfortunately for Bottom Dollar, 
Art Factory and some other venues 
have recently shut down because of 
violating noise ordinances and alcohol 
being served to minors. Because of 
this, the band now is looking for new 
places to perform. 

Junior drummer Dave Parrot has a 
band too. It’s called Downcast, and the 
band plays alternative rock. Like Bot- 
tom Dollar, Parrot and his bandmates 
are always looking for good gig. 

“It is hard to find places to play be- 
cause we are all under 18 
years of age,” said Parrot. 

Downcast includes Par- 

rot and three other guys 
outside of Northrop. They 
have been a band for nine 
months, and are currently 
working on their first CD, a 
. four-track demo recording. 

“Tt should be done real 
soon,” said Parrot. 

Downcast practices at 
east once a week at one of 
he band member’s house in 


photo courtesy of Aaron Thomas 
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New Haven. 

“They first came to my house to try 
out with my brother. They wanted me 
to try. After that, we just started talking 
about becoming a band,” said Parrot. 

Downcast also has played local ven- 
ues including Sunset Hall (on Hanna 
Street), The Complex (in New Haven), 
in addition to performing in private 
homes. 


$$ rem ile 


Juniors Brian Nietert, Peter 
Dragnev, and freshman Cory Wylie 
make up the alternative rock band 
Blinded Soul. 

They practice in Dragnev’s base- 
ment. He and Wylie are the band’s 
electric guitarists while Nietert sings 
lead vocals. 

Bruins may know 
Blinded Soul better from 
their performances at this 
year’s talent show, as well 
as the previous year’s, 
when the band debuted. 

“We are waiting for all 
of us to turn 18 so we can 
play in bigger places,” 
said Nietert. 


Need a show? 


@ The Fire House 
(North Manchester) 
contact: info on website at 
www. firehouse.net 


The Leavell House 

(Ft. Wayne) 

contact: sophomore Sarah 
Leavell at 
Ihousebooking @cs.com 


The Complex (New Haven) 
contact: Joe Pyro at 
thefacility @ hotmail.com 


Anchor Community Church 
(Ft. Wayne) 

contact: Tony Biard at 
tonybiard @ hotmail.com 


@ Burning Trash Records 
(Ft. Wayne) 
contact: Big John at 
bigjohn @rupertbomb.net 


@ The Cove (Ft. Wayne) 
contact: Mike Peterson at 
youth @covenantumce.net 


Is 
censorship 
fair to 

artists? 


No, people should 
have the freedom to 
express themselves. 
Yes, because | You don't have to 
some things | watch or listen to it. 
are just -senior Colin Aumiller 
demoralizing 
and shouldn't | There are parental 

be heard in advisories and uncensored 


public CDs, so people can 
-sophomore choose which to listen to. 
Sarah Badenhop -freshman Stephen Orr 


No, because when if an artist puts 
something specific (in his or her music), 
it should be 


snown, Yes, artists 
-junior Amanda Linsky 
should 


No, it takes understand some 


away from of that stuff is 
the stony not for all ages. 


-foreign language teacher 
-sophomore Molly Johnston | vickie Petrie 
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Good food can be found late at night 


Believe it or not, there is nightlife in 
Ft. Wayne for a teenager. 

Jo and Amanda have come to the res- 
cue with several places in town that are 
perfect for 
a night out, 
or even a 
place’ to 
catch a bite. 
At 2 a.m. 

The four 
walls that 
contain 
such places 
ase LHOPR) 
Steak ‘n 
Srhiya kK on 
Omega, 
and most 
gas stations 
are linger- 
ing with 
people of 
every walk 
of life. 

These 
places have 
taught us a 


valuable 
lesson: It’s 
not always 
the food 
hed pire great for fhagmakec 
ate-ni eating are 
HOnsrGmeas vie eee 
Steak ‘n Shake. rant. 
IHOP is 
¢. Dasisaic. 


Most recently, Jo and Amanda went to 
the location off of Lima and Washing- 
ton Center roads at about 10 in the 
evening. Jo had an omelette and 
hashbrowns, and Amanda had pancakes 
and eggs. The food was okay. If it’s late 
at night, chances are, you’II eat anything. 
But what we remember is how much 
fun we had. In IHOP, you can make a 
ton of noise without so much as a stare. 
Not only does Steak ‘n Shake, lo- 
cated off of Coldwater, have good 
cheese fries, but the place never fails to 


harbor people that you know. We swear, 
we ran into so many friends. 

Amanda had 
fun ordering 
BLTs without the 
B, and getting 
cottage cheese or 
a salad, because 
steak burgers just 
don’t cut it for a 
vegetarian. Jo 
usually partakes 
in french fries and 
a vanilla or straw- 
berry milkshake. 

The Omega on Coliseum Boulevard 
is a 24-hour restaurant that offers good 
food and great service. Amanda always 
manages to down at least three cups of 
coffee and Jo recently had toast and cof- 
fee. The toast was kind of funky, but at 


Order Up 


Jo Minnich and 
Amanda Ostoich 


midnight, who cares? 

At Omega, anything goes. When we 
went late at night on Jo’s birthday, 
Amanda fell asleep and the neighbor- 
ing table threw stuff at her. Meanwhile, 
Jo and some of our friends spit ice at 
each other. It’s an outrageous place; 
that’s what makes it great. 

We always hear people complaining 
that there’s nothing to do in Ft. Wayne 
at night. We hear people wittily com- 
menting that food would be a good boy- 
friend if it could take out the trash and 
compliment your outfit. 

Food is better than guys; it won’t 
dump you or leave the toilet seat up. And 
it will always be there, any night of the 
week. IHOP: B Omega: A- 

Steak ‘n Shake: A 
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Mame, performed April 30 and May 1 in the Northrop auditorium, is a 
musical about a woman named Mame Dennis who has a brother that 
dies. Mame is suddenly left to raise her nephew, Patrick, and teaches 
him how to experience life. Senior Breanna Jacquay (inset) performed 
the lead role of Mame. The musical also included showstopping dance 
numbers including the title song “Mame” shown here. Jacquay said her 
favorite part of the musical was, “Coming down the stairs at the end and 


having a standing ovation waiting.” 


What's Bruin? 
shares 
memorable 
moments 


staff editorial 


As the staff of What’s Bruin? 
says goodbye to this school year, 
many memories have shaped the 
people that each of us have be- 
come. 

Now, as we turn to the next 
chapter in our lives, the staff re- 
flects on the most memorable 
moments of the year. 

Tim Bradburn: The first time 
I won a wrestling match. I pinned 
the guy to beat him in overtime. 

Ariel Case: Having Mr. 
Erdman as my favorite math 
teacher. 

Sandy Dunwoody: The time 
Matt Kincaid wore my skirt in 
class was hilarious. He wanted 
to go to the bathroombut our sub- 


stitute wouldn’t let him because of 
what he was wearing. 

Kyle Ellis: My senior friends 
have taught me a lot about life and 
the person that I am. They’ve 
made the year very special for me. 

Sarah Leavell: The last day of 
Dr. Green’s class because it was a 
hard class. 

Dave Mann: My favorite 
memories are tailgating, spitting 
game, sizing cats up, picking on 
(junior) Kyle Ellis, making state 
speech, and spanish class. 

Jo Minnich: My favorite 
memory was traveling this year to 
the Dominican Republic for a 
week to volunteer. It really opened 
my eyes to what items we really 
Neco mil Older aalOmesULVIVE. 

Amanda Ostoich: Wearing 
slippers to semi-formal, making 
nationals for speech, and getting 
my tattoo on my eighteenth birth- 
day. 

Stephanie Phillips: I liked ca- 
reer day during spirit week be- 
cause it inspired me to make my 
cartoon T-shirt. 


Santanna Ramsey: During first 
semester when Tanya Burgess 
was in some of my classes because 
we laughed a lot. We would laugh 
about stupid stuff and sometimes 
for no reason at all. 

Telysha Richardson: Sitting 
next to Dave Mann in What’s 
Bruin? 

Rachelle Reichert: I remember 
screaming Go Bruins at the home- 
coming game in the pouring down 
rain. 

Shelby Vorndran: Semi-formal 
was fun getting ready with all my 
friends. 

Alicia Wireman: The honors 
block enrichment. I was lip- 
synching to Tiffany and (junior) 
Dan Ostlund was moon walking 
to Michael Jackson Although the 
project was stressful, we had a 
good time presenting the “80s. 

Adviser Pete Baney: It’s been 
exciting to see the improvements 
in my newspaper and yearbook 
staffs.We’ve won some awards, 
and we’ ve all gotten better. I have 
a great job. 


Society too reliant on prescription drugs 


telysha richardson 


When many teens get the flu, the 
first reaction is to get a quick fix medi- 
cine. In fact instead of getting a pre- 
scription from the store, old medicine 
from the cupboard is reused. 

In today’s society we rely too much 
on prescription drugs, when it’s unnec- 
essary. 

Many people go to doctors for little 
things like a stubbed toe just to get a 
prescription drug. As a result, and more 
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experts claim, there are people becom- 
ing addicted to these prescription drugs. 
Some might argue that prescription 
drugs are better than an over-the-counter 
drug. But why does a doctor prescribe 
1600 milligrams of Ibuprofen which is 
not needed for a minor headache, when 
only 500 milligrams or just some peace 
and quiet will do? 
It’s understandable to see a doctor for 
a broken led and to receive medication. 
But it is not necessary to do such a thing 
for a jammed finger or a minor head- 


ache. 

Wrap it up, get some rest, and give 
it some time. It’ll get better. 

Many people don’t understand that 
fast relief now can be harmful in the 
long run. 

Medication should not be taken if 
not needed. It’s pointless to take some- 
thing that isn’t even beneficial. 

In the end, society is way too reli- 
ant on prescription drugs. Money and 
time could be saved if only a stubbed 
toe would heal on it’s own. 
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things that 
books don’t 
teach 


As I was thinking about high school, 
I realized that I grew and learned a lot 
as a person throughout the four years 
here. I learned things that books didn’t 
necessarily teach me. I learned what re- 
ally mattered the most in life: 

10. The friendships you create in high 
school will carry with you throughout 
your life. 

9. Don’t get caught up in materialis- 
tic things. 

8. Your attitude 
can make or break 
your personality. Try 
to avoid a negative 
outlook. 

7. Be a friend to 
everyone. The most 
unusual people can 
teach you the most 
about life. 

6. You can only 
get out of something 
what you put into it. 
Do what you love with a passion. 

5. Live for yourself. 

4. Sometimes you just have to let go. 
People will enjoy being around you if 
you aren’t so serious and stressed all the 
time. 

3. Take advantage of every opportu- 
nity you have been given. Appreciate 
and do everything you are able to ac- 
complish. 

2. Slow down and enjoy life for 
what’s it worth. You should always cel- 
ebrate living. 

1. Your life is what you make of it. 
Make decisions that you won’t regret. 

By following your intuition, you are 
letting your heart guide you. Letting 
your heart guide you and living with this 
passion will lead you in the right direc- 
tion in life. 

Your intuition is you. 


Intuition 


Rachelle 
Reichert 


What do 
YOU 
THINK 


Is America 
too diverse? 


We need 

to mix it 

up. It 

wouldn't 

be any 
fun if we were all 
one race. 


-senior Dan Johnson 


and the 

diversity 

doesn't 

bother 
me. People are just 
people. 


-sophomore Tamara 
Jenkins 


Our 
country 
is very 
diverse, 
and our 
population will 
always reflect that. 


-social studies teacher 
Dave Stinson 


It's a good 

thing 

because it 

gives US a 

chance to 
share and 
experience other 
cultures. 


-junior Trae Brooks 


If the 
diversity 
in our 
country 
gets any 
worse, there could 
be hatred and 
prejudice. 


-freshman Carley Votaw 
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Yes 


shelby vorndran 


It’s lunchtime, and a student is go- 
ing through the ala carte line. An ad- 
ministrator pulls him out and accuses 
him of taking something from the lunch 
line. 

The student has no idea what the ad- 
ministrator is talking about and isn’t 
even given a chance to explain him- 
self. 

This scenario actually happened one 
day at Northrop. The student was 
wrongly accused of stealing. 

Unfortunately, things like this 
happen frequently at high schools, 
especially at NHS. 

What happened to innocent 
until proven guilty? 

Many high school 


students don’t realize (ops 2 | é 
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tion in regards to stu- 
dent treatment. 

The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution guaran- 
tees everyone in America “due process of law.” 

This means that young adults have the right to be treated 
fairly by people in authority such as teachers, school admin- 
istrators and the police. 

School officials are supposed to tell an accused student 
what evidence they have if the student denies charges given 
to them. 

The student also has the right to a hearing—the opportu- 
nity to tell their side of the story. 

The Supreme Court established these rights in 1975. 

I feel that the treatment of students at Northrop by au- 
thority figures needs to improve. 

Not all students know their rights and, like the student in 
the lunch line, they can be taken advantage of. 

All Bruins need to be seen equally in school, just as they 
are seen equally through the eyes of the law. 


Are Bruins No 
guilty until 
proven 
innocent? 


dave mann 


The U.S. judicial system has always 
claimed and followed the motto inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 

Northrop students, then, automati- 
cally assume this rule should apply to 
all situations, even at school. 

But, what we fail to rec- 
ognize 1s that there is a lim- 
ited number of faculty to 
carry out discipline, and 
over 2,100 students to make 
trouble. 

y When administration ac- 
cuses a student of something, 
@ it’s not to get a power trip. It’s 
YM x for the well-being of the 
a. school. They have reasons for 
actions. 
ti Many students feel that 
& they are being watched. With 
3 everything that happens at 
oO this school, I feel much safer 
Z. 
4 


knowing that administration 
is watching our every move. 
< If a person is being 
‘ watched for bad behavior, 
it’s because that person 
usually has a history of bad 
behavior. Even if the faculty is wrong in this regard, they 
have the right to watch and take action anyway. 

The Supreme Court years ago ruled that while a per- 
son is at a public school, the school has the right to act as 
students’ parental unit. That means searching and watch- 
ing whenever they feel it’s needed. 

I’m sure there are a few cases where a person is ac- 
cused of something he or she did not do. But for the few 
cases where the faculty is wrong in suspecting something, 
I’m sure they have been right many more times than they 
were wrong. I’m willing to have my rights infringed for 
my overall safety. 

It’s not a secret that we live in crazy times. There is so 
much that students can and will get away with. Adminis- 
trators are only trying to do their jobs. 

Instead of trying to find every way around rules in 
the name of our “student rights,” let’s just cooperate 
and help make everything safer for ourselves and those 
around us. 
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| Buy one ride | 
for $5 


Get one ——<—<—$—¥=========—==_—__—_—__— 


.-» AND OTHER FUN STUFF! 
Monday 


| tmusey | GET N THE RACE 
E June 18.2008 | Sunday - Thursday 11Am To 10pm 


Si ee Friday and Saturday 11AmTo 1AM 


5015 SPEEDWAY DR. _ 12-ft. Video Screen a 
Electric Darts Daring and difficult! 
rie WAYNE, IN 46825 Video Games Use the brakes or lose the race! 


Ping-Pong Challenge this indoor road course 


Phone: 483-9968 Shaan Great music and a night club atmosphere 


Fax: 4/1-/761 New race track in Ft. Wayne on the north end of 
Speedway Drive, in the Rhino truck lining building 


Sorry, No Open-ToeD SHoES On Go-KarTs The only one of its kind in the entire state of Indiana 


ra Surface fsa 


——— TANNN CSCC _—X—__" 
918 Woodland Plaza Run (Next to the Pine Valley Shopping Center) 
Due to the graphic nature of this advertisement, we feel obligated to make it known: 
No Catch, No Strings, No Commitments 


MYSTIC TAN 
$8.00 per Week 
Unlimited Weekly Regular 
Bed Tanning 


$13.00 per Session 


OV-Free Tannin’ 
me Official Tan of the Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders 
: 5 F 
$18.00 per Month Plain and Simple! 
Unlimited Monthly Regular Any Q ues ti ons 9 
Bed Tanning 
260.490.1475 


